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Commemorating Our Inspiration 
Fr. Achiel Delaere, C.Ss.R.  

 
Written by  Brett P.M. Strutynski  

 
 
Within the large radical area of Yorkton, Saskatchewan, the 
labours of Fr. Achiel Delaere and his Redemptorist associates 
had brought forth the fruit of missionary faith and works. In 
these labours, he was carrying on a long tradition. A symbol of 
this tradition is a simple, but yet imposing iron cross that was 
erected in 1938 near St. Maryôs Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church to commemorate the 950

th
 Anniversary of the baptism of 

the Slavic people by St. Volodymyr the Great in 988. Ukraine 
had transformed from pagan worship to Christianity by adopting 
the rich Byzantine and Eastern Christian traditions. Although the 
pioneer city of Yorkton is a long way from Kyiv, Ukraine, the 
ever-humble Fr. Delaere will always be remembered for being a 
strong advocate of this tradition. 
 
Fr. Delaere was born in Lendelede, Belgium on April 17, 1868. 
He was born into a Catholic family of thirteen, yet only eleven 
reached adult age. Two of Fr. Delaereôs brothers had also 

become priests and two of his sisters had become nuns. On October 6, 1889, Fr. Delaere had 
professed the vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, and joined the Congregation of the Most 
Holy Redeemer. He was ordained on October 4, 1896. 
 
Fr. Delaere had a natural missionary spirit and calling, and thus he had always been known for 
accepting new missions around the world. On September 28, 1899, he arrived in Canada after 
surviving a stormy Atlantic boat crossing, which sank the ship off northern Newfoundland. Those 
who survived the shipwreck were picked off of Canadaôs costal rocks by another ship that was 
passing by. 
 
Fr. Delaere first settled in Brandon, Manitoba with the intention of working primarily with newly 
settled Galician Catholics. However, Fr. Delaere quickly realized that the majority of the Galicians 
were Ukrainians and not Roman Catholic Polish settlers. This posed a great challenge to the 
Redemptorist fathers, since the Ukrainians strongly claimed that their Catholic tradition and even 
the fundamental principles of their faith were different. 
 
On January 10, 1904, Fr. Delaere left Brandon for Yorkton, Saskatchewan to help erect St. 
Gerardôs Roman Catholic Monastery and Chapel. However, Fr. Delaere realized that the Catholic 
division in Yorkton was very much the same as it was in Brandon ï with the majority of the 
Galician settlers being Ukrainian Greek Catholics who were overwhelming against and even 
despised the Latin priests. 
 
On March 23, 1906, Fr. Delaere was given permission to convert to the Ukrainian Rite. After 
studying with the Ukrainian Basilian Fathers in Winnipeg, Manitoba, he celebrated his first Divine 
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Liturgy in the Ukrainian rite on September 26, 1906 in the chapel of St. Boniface in Winnipeg. This 
conversion of Rites is interpreted well by Fr. Jozef De Vocht in his book titled ñEternal Memoryò: 

 
ñHe (Fr. Delaere) went over to what was a foreign rite, not because it was somehow in 
fashion, or that he was attracted to the pomp of a Liturgy in richly ornamented vestments, 
at a magnificently decorated altar, behind a gilded iconostasis. No, he went over to this 
Rite out of sheer apostolic zeal, to get results.ò 

 
Fr. Delaere returned to Yorkton where he began to celebrate Ukrainian Divine Liturgies in St. 
Gerardôs basement chapel. 
 
On November 10, 1910, Metropolitan Andrew Sheptytsky visited Yorkton from Lôviv, Ukraine, and 
observed the fruitful works of the Redemptorist fathers amoung the Ukrainian people. This visit 
provoked the Bishops of Canada to bow to his advice that the demands of the Ukrainian people 
had to be accepted immediately. More importantly, this visit enabled the Metropolitan to 
encourage the Ukrainians to be grateful to the foreign priests who had dedicated themselves to 
the spiritual needs of the Ukrainian people. 
 
After the visit from Metropolitan Sheptytsky, Fr. Delaere soon began to envision a new possibility 
for the Redemptorist Order ï an Eastern Rite Branch that would enrich the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Canada and abroad. This new branch of Ukrainian Redemptorist Fathers would seek 
vocations from within the Ukrainian communities and teach young Ukrainian men to be zealous 
missionaries to their own people. Metropolitan Sheptytsky enthusiastically supported Fr. Delaereôs 
plan, and was pleased that another religious congregation would be working with him as he 
hoped to ñconvert the Eastò and expand the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in Eastern Europe. 
 
In 1913, Fr. Delaere had overseen the construction of the new Ukrainian Rite Redemptorist 
monastery dedicated to Our Mother of Perpetual Help (commonly called St. Maryôs) in Yorkton. In 
1914, the construction of the adjacent church began. On August 14, 1914, Bishop Nykyta Budka 
(Canadaôs First Ukrainian Bishop) blessed the new church. Fr. Delaere simultaneously began to 
establish many more mission chapels, churches, and parishes in Saskatchewan and Manitoba. 
 
The often misunderstood, ridiculed, and hard-working Father Delaere had died in Yorkton on July 
12, 1939 after suffering from heart, kidney, and prostrate disease. The long Parastas Service that 
is sung for a priest around his casket on the eve of his burial had lasted three hours. Yorkton 
workers, district farmers, men and women, came to the church to spend the night in prayer for the 
repose of his soul. The next morning, Bishop Ladyka led the solemn funeral Divine Liturgy. After 
the service, the funeral procession began from the church to the Yorkton City Cemetery where he 
was laid to rest. Although it has been seventy-two years since Fr. Delaere has departed this earth, 
his legacy continues to live on through his confreres, the Ukrainian Catholic Church, and in the 
Ukrainian Catholic people, both in Canada and around the world. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ƚɚ CɎɫɞɔɘɔ ɟɛɚɖɚɕ Ɂɜɔɝɞɑ, 

ȮɱɣəɌ ɕɚɘɟ ɛɌɘ'ɫɞɨ!  
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Pastor of St. Maryôs Ukrainian Catholic Church 
 

 
                                                                                                                                            

October 1, 2011  
The Feast of the Protection of the Mothe r of God  

 
Dear Brother Knights of the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182: 
 

ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! Glory be to Jesus Christ! 
 
I congratulate the Father Delaere Council on the occasion of 
the Fiftieth Anniversary of your founding.  You had chosen a 
very worthy patron for your Council, Fr. Achiel Delaere, 
C.Ss.R. 
 
Allow me to share a few thoughts about   Fr.  Delaere. He 
was born to prosperous farmers in Belgium. As a child he 
read about the martyrdom of the Jesuits in Canada.  He 
asked himself: ñWhat can I do for Christ?ò  One night, the 

young Fr. Delaere had a dream during which Our Lord showed him a group of people on the other side of 
the ocean, waiting for him and crying out to him: ñCome to us and help us in our spiritual need!ò  At the age 
of fifteen he began to study Latin to prepare himself for the studies to the priesthood.  Much to the delight of 
his parents, he announced that he wished to become a Redemptorist missionary.  When he was ordained a 
priest, he still felt the calling to be a missionary beyond his homeland.  The French bishop of St. Boniface, 
Manitoba was seeking priests to work with Slavic people in his diocese.  In 1899, Fr. Delaere was assigned 
to work in Brandon, Manitoba. 
 
His ministry in Canada encountered many difficulties.  The ship on which he was traveling was ship 
wrecked in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.  The passengers managed to make their way to a rocky island and 
they were rescued after five days.  When Fr. Delaere arrived in Brandon, he began his ministry in the area 
north of Brandon.  There he met many Catholics, but they were not of the Roman rite.  They were mostly 
Ukrainian Catholics.  In preparation for his ministry in Canada he had gone to Poland to learn Polish.  Now 
he had to learn a new language.  In spite of these setbacks, he worked with great enthusiasm. 
 
In 1904, Fr. Delaere arrived in Yorkton and organized St. Gerardôs Parish.  He soon realized that if he was 
to minister in the Ukrainian Catholic Church, he had to become a Ukrainian Catholic priest.  This was a 
difficult decision.  If he changed rites to become a Ukrainian Catholic priest, he could never return to the 
Roman Rite if things did not work out.  He celebrated his first Divine Liturgy in 1906, and thus officially 
become a Ukrainian Catholic priest.  In his ministry he had many challenges.  Some suspected that he 
would make them all Roman Catholics.  Sometimes he would arrive at a Ukrainian Catholic Church and be 
barred by some parishioners from entering.  There were incidents where he was physically mistreated.  In 
spite of great difficulties, he always remembered the thought from his childhood, ñWhat can I do for Christ?ò  
A lesser man may have given up; Fr. Delaere persevered. 
 
It is in the spirit of Father Delaere that you Brother Knights have done your work for Christ.  There may 
have been challenges at the beginning.  You too may have had your rocky moments.  You may have faced 
many difficulties along the way.  In spite of it all, for the past fifty years, through your faith in Christ, you 
have continued to do good work for the church and the People of God.   
 
At this time of your Jubilee Celebrations, I thank you for all your contributions to the Church and the 
community.  You have shown leadership in spiritual areas.  You are known for your works of charity and for 
being loyal Canadian citizens.  You have worked alongside the Redemptorist community.  May the Lord 
bless you for many years to come! 

In the Redeemer, 
 

Fr. Peter Pidskalny, C.Ss.R.  

Message from our Pastor 
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 October 11, 2011  

 

Dear Brother Knights of the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182: 

 
 
ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! Glory be to Jesus Christ! 
 
 
It is indeed an honour to be the Chaplain of the 
Father Delaere Council No. 5182 at this time of 
celebrating its fiftieth anniversary.  For fifty years, this 

Council has been an integral part of St. Maryôs by instilling the values of charity, unity, and 
fraternity, which forms the core of the mission of the Knights of Columbus. The Knights of 
Columbus have always been eager to come to the support and aid of the Church in whatever 
capacity that it is able to, and this Council is certainly no exception.  It is with great gratitude that 
we applaud the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182 in upholding the values and principles of the 
Catholic Church, especially in its support of the Unborn and in fighting the scourge of abortion.  
We also commend this Council in its ongoing support of the clergy and seminarians, parish 
programs and events, and the youth of our church. 
 
The efforts and energy of the Knights of Columbus are not limited to the confines of the parish.  
The Fr. Delaere Council certainly has been at the forefront of reaching out to the broader 
community.  Our Council members are actively involved with Meals on Wheel, are members of 
many charitable organizations, and are always ready to contribute to various charitable causes.   
 
The Church and this parish would indeed be much poorer in spirit and in life if it were not for the 
gift of the presence of the Fr. Delaere Council. This is a time to give thanks for all the members of 
the Fr. Delaere Council for these past fifty years.  To those who have passed on, we ask our Lord 
to grant them eternal rest and peace. And to those of us who still labour in Godôs vineyard, we ask 
our Lord to grant all His blessings so that the Fr. Delaere Council may continue to instill and live 
out the values and principles of the Catholic Church and to continue to build Godôs Kingdom on 
this earth.   
 
I extend my personal congratulations to the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182 and offer my prayer of 
thanks for the dedication of the members of this Council during the past fifty years.  I also pray 
that our Lord continues to bless our members for many years to come. 

 
 

Fraternally yours in Christ the Redeemer, 
 

Fr. Raymond Lukie, C .Ss.R. 
 
Chaplain of  the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182 
Assistant Pasto r of St. Maryôs Ukrainian Catholic Church  

 

Message from our Chaplain 
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Message from our Grand Knight     
 

 

 

October 17, 2011  
 
 
Dear Brother Knights of the Fr. Delaere Council No. 5182: 
 
 

 
 
 
ʉʣʘʚʘ ɯʩʫʩʫ ʍʨʠʩʪʫ! Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

 
 
 

 

Congratulations to Father Delaere Council No. 5182 on the celebration of its 50th Anniversary. 
An event such as this is an opportunity to reflect and celebrate the accomplishments and 
achievements of the past fifty years. I would like to thank all of the Brother Knights who have 
contributed to the life of this Ukrainian Council. 

However, in the midst of celebration, we must also look forward to the future and the 
challenges that it presents.  It is my hope that our Council continues to grow not only in 
numbers but also in fellowship, and that this celebration revitalizes the Columbian spirit in us 
all. 

Every Brother Knight has an opportunity to contribute to the life of the Council in some 
capacity. The universal values of Charity, Unity and Fraternity are the basis of our work and 
they are required now more than ever for the continued service of our Church and 
Community.  
 
 
 
 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Darren D. Spelay  

 
Grand Knight of the Father Delaere Council No. 5182  
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Our Home 
St. Maryõs Ukrainian Catholic Church 

Our Mother of Perpetual Help  
 

 
 

St. Maryõs Ukrainian Catholic Cultural Centre  
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Chartered Memebers 
 
 
 
 

 

Stephen Abrametz*  Mervin Hrechka*  Stephen J. Kyba*  Andrew J. Sebulski  

J.J. Baraniuk  Steven Hrynkiw  Carl D. Lukey*  Paul Sebulski*  

E. Berezowski  Bro. Isidore, F.S.C.  John Martinuik*  Emil Sebulsky  

Peter Bialobzyski  Michael K aterinich  Lawrence Matwijeczko  Alec L. Sebulsky*  

Walter Bialobzyski*  Michael J. C. Kinaschuk*  Bro. Methodius, F.S.C.*  Stephen J. Shabbits  

Michael Blahitka*  Andrew M. Kindred*  Rev. Andrew Muzyka  Stephen T. Shabbits*  

N. Caruk  Frank Kitz*  Harry Muzyka*  Wil liam Shordee*  

Michael Cherewyk*  Stephen Kobrynsky*  Andrew Novak*  John Shumay*  

Peter A. Cherewyk*  Rev. M. Kolodey*  M. Oscienny  John H. Skilnick*  

M. Cherneski  J. H. Korchinski  John Ostrowercha  Stanley J. Stakiw*  

Clarence L. Cherneski*  Frank Kostersky  Walter Panchuk*  Anton Strutynski*  

Peter Chorney  Larry Koturbash  R. R. Polisky  Norman R. Swerhone*  

M. Daciw  Nicholas Kowalchuk  Victor I . Puchala  Rev. John Syrota*  

Michael F. Demchuk*  Joseph P. Kowbel*  Martin F. Puchala*  Michael Wasylkiw*  

John M. Derbowka*  Harry G. Kozak*  Paul P. Raina*  A. Woitas  

Clarence Derow  G. Kozakewich  Joseph J. Ratushniak  Peter Woluschuck*  

Stephen Diakow*  William Kozakewich * Joseph C. Ratushniak*  John Wytrykush*  

Peter D. Diduck  Alexander Kreklewetz*  Orest E. Ratushniak*  Rev. N. Yakimishyn*  

Rev. M. Dzurman * Harry B. Kristalovich  Harry Rohatensky*  William P. Yakiwchuk  

John Fylyshtan  Jospeh W. Krochak  M. S. Romanuck  John Zatwarnitski*  

Walter Gamracy*  John E. Kuzub*  Larry Sakundiak*  Michael A. Zmud  

Michael F. Glute*  Nestor J. Kyba  Michael Schebywolok*  * Deceased  
Stephen Gulka*  Stanley Kyba  John W. Schwaga*  
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Our First Twenty-five Years 
1961 ð 1986 

 

As the years progressed and the parish grew, the needs of the community became greater. It was 
for this very reason that our councilôs founding members felt the need to assist the parish. The 
name of our council was a unanimous choice by the sons of the early Ukrainian pioneers. The 
Father Delaere Council No. 5182, one of the first Ukrainian Rite councils in the province of 
Saskatchewan, became a reality much to the hard work and dedication of our former District 
Deputy Bro. A. Kindred. The new Council No. 5182 was officially instituted on October 8

th
, 1961.  

 
To form a new council, fifty percent of the member list had to be insurance members. Bro. William 
Kozakewich undertook the task of enlisting new members and selling them insurance. Financial 
Secretary, Bro. John Perry, Bro. Pat Gleason and Bro. Joe Yaskowich all of Council No. 2031, 
were also instrumental in helping formulate Council No. 5182.  
 
The following was the initial charter executive in 1961:  
 
 Chaplain     Very Rev. M. Dzurman 
 Grand Knight     Walter Panchuk 
 Deputy Grand Knight    Norman R. Swerhone 
 Chancellor     Alec L. Sebulsky 
 Warden     John H. Skilnick 
 Recording Secretary    John Wytrykush 
 Advocate     Stephen T. Shabbits 
 Treasurer     Joseph J. Ratushniak 
 Lecturer     Harry G. Kozak 
 Financial Secretary    Paul Raina 
 Inside Guard     Mike F. Glute 
 Outside Guard    Mervin Hrechka 
 Trustees     William Kozakewich 
      John M. Derbowka 
      Joseph W. Krochak 
 
The inaugural initiation banquet was held at St. Maryôs hall, which featured 90 Charter Members. 
The Grand Knight of our mother council No. 2031, Bro. Joseph Yaskowich, was the toastmaster 
and State Deputy Bro. Frank Chad delivered an inspiring speech.  
 
Do you know how our bulletin was named, ñThe Delaereanò? The Grand Knight Brother Walter 
Panchuk had organized the initial committee and soon after held a naming contest for the new 
publication. They received eight entrees and after many reviews and debates, the committee 
chose the title, ñThe Delaereanò. The first editor was the late Brother William Kozakewich and the 
first publication was released in February of 1962. Brother Walter Bialobzyski of Dauphin, 
Manitoba submitted the winning name and won the $5 prize, which he later donated to St. Annôs 
Orphanage in Ituna, Saskatchewan. To quote Brother Walter Bialobzyski: ñI thought a good name 
for our bulletin would be óThe Delaereanò. If we felt that Fr. Delaere was worthy of naming our 
council after, why not incorporate his name into our bulletin? By doing this, you keep the patron of 
our council ongoing and alive.ò 
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It is of paramount importance that our council extends to St. Gerardôs Roman Catholic Church a 
sincere ñThank youò for allowing our Ukrainian parishioners an opportunity to celebrate the Divine 
Liturgy in their chapel and for providing a place to gather as a congregation. A sincere ñThank 
youò is also extended to Council No. 2031, our mother council, for giving our Ukrainian people an 
opportunity to belong to a great organization like the Knights of Columbus, where they can carry 
out the tasks and projects for the good of the order and put into practice the principals of charity, 
unity, and fraternity.  
 
The first State Convention attended by the Fr. Delaere Council was in May 1962 at Waskesieu 
Lake, Saskatchewan. Brothers who attended were: Andrew Kindred, William Kozakewich, and 
John Skilnick.  
      
Funding, especially in the 1960ôs was more challenging than today, but a lot of credit goes to the 
former members for their perseverance. It has always been our councilôs goal to involve as many 
members as possible in all our initiatives. Greater involvement creates a sense of community and 
enables each member to feel as though they are contributing to the betterment of our church.  
 
Bingo fundraisers were held in the 1960ôs and 1970ôs, but it was not until the 1980ôs when they 
began to actualize significant revenues. We are very pleased to acknowledge that at least eighty 
percent of all funds raised were donated back into projects in our local community. In 1983, during 
the State Convention Banquet, Steve and Sonia Popowich and sons Terry, Kurt, and Grant were 
honoured as the First Saskatchewan Knights of Columbus ñFamily of the Yearò.  The Knights of 
Columbus have always supported family orientated events and thus for countless years have 
hosted a family picnic each summer!  
 
Some of our bigger projects undertaken by our council in the firs t twenty -five  years were  
as follows:  
 

1. Financial support for St. Annôs Orphanage  in Ituna, Saskatchewan. This project was 
undertaken jointly with Council No. 2031. $9,000 was pledged and paid in installments.  

2. St. Josephôs College Building Fund , $5,000 was pledged and paid.  
3. The annual sale of the Charity Appeal T ickets , which still is an active fundraiser to this 

present day. For every book sold, our council receives approximately seventy percent from 
State. This money is generally used for scholarships for Sacred Heart High School, 
Yorkton Regional High School, and St. Vladimirôs College (While it was in operation). 
Profits from this fundraiser are also donated regularly to A.M.P.O. (An annual outdoor 
program that the separate schools operate for grade seven students).  

4. In 1976, the basement of St. Maryôs Church was renovated to give seniors a place to 
hold their social events and recreational functions. Construction was supervised by 
Brothers Lorne Sakundiak and the late Harry Rohatensky. Many other council members 
and parishioners volunteered to make the project a success.  Funding was provided by our 
council, UCWL Noôs. 1 & 2, Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood, and the Provincial 
Government. 

5. In 1979, 1980 & 1981, a lottery  was organized, where an approximate profit of $4,000 was 
realized each year. The proceeds were spent locally.   

6. In 1979, the Brother Isodore Scholarship Fund  was established by our council, Council 
No. 2031, and all other councils in the Brother Stanislaus Assembly area. The main goal 
was to offer a $500 scholarship annually to one young man taking religious studies in a 
seminary with the intent of entering religious life. Initially, each council was to contribute 
$200 each year until a fund of $20,000 was established, which then would be a self-
supporting fund. If the fund ever became depleted, it was the obligations of each council to 
contribute in order to maintain the $20,000 level.  
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St. Nicholas distributing 
gifts to children at the St. 
Nicholas Day Program 
hosted by Council No. 5182   
on December 6, 1981  

Council No. 5182  
 1976 Slate of Officers   

7. St. Vladimirôs College Building Fund and Library received a total of $24,300 over the 
years. 

8. St. Michaels Camp at Madge Lak e, Saskatchewan , a place where the separate schools 
and our church hold their annual outdoor summer program and camp was given $32,000 
for building upgrades and operating expenses.   

9. St. Maryôs Ukrainian Catholic Cultural Centre , including the Father Delaere Room 
where our council (and many other parish organizations) hold their meetings was given 
$30,000.  
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Council No. 5182 
1986 Executive  

Former Grand 
Knights , Group 
Photo 1986  

Celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy at the Knights of 
Columbus Family Picnic 
held at Mage Lake. Family 
picnics are still an annual 
function organized by 

Council No. 51 82  
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Fr. Maluga, Council Chapl in, 
commemorating Council No. 
5182 at their Anniversary 
Banquet in 1986  

Deacon Michael Krochak (Grand 
Knight 1969 ï 1970) giving a speech 
at the Anniversary Banquet in 1986  

Guests filled the Cultural 
Centre for the Anniversary  
Celebrations   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

25th Anniversary Celebrations 
October 4 ï 5, 1986 
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Continuing to Serve our Community 
1987 ð 2011 

 

1987  St. Maryôs Church, Building of Ramp for the Handicap     $       5,000 
 Yorkton Minor Sports Hockey and Ball Sweaters     $       1,000 
 
1988 St. Josephat Convent in Mundare (Novitiate Vocations)    $       1,500 
 St. Maryôs Church, Vestments for Eucharistic Ministers and Altar Boys   $       1,250 
 St. Paulôs and St. Alphonsus Catholic Elementary Schools Play Ground Equipment  $       5,000 
 Yorkton Union Hospital Equipment for the Intensive Care Unit    $       2,000 
 Anderson Lodge (a senior facility) Chapel Development    $       1,000 
 Sacred Heart High School Sports Equipment      $       2,500 
 Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation       $       1,000 
 Yorkton Separate School System (Pledge paid in full by 1997)    $   100,000 
 
1989 St. Vladimirôs College, Renovation of the Dormitories      $     10,000 
 St. Maryôs Cultural Centre Kitchen Equipment       $     10,000 
 St. Maryôs Church Air Conditioning System      $     47,800 
 Disabled Yorkton Citizen Wheel Chair        $       1,400 
 The Deacon Program          $       1,800 
 
1990 St. Maryôs Cultural Centre, Show Cases in Fr. Delaere Room    $       1,800 
 St. Maryôs Church, Bronze Bust of our Patron Fr. Delaere in South Entrance   $       1,500 
 
1992 Chernobyl Incident, Medical Supplies       $          250 
 Ukrainians in Yugoslavia Assistance       $          250 
 St. Maryôs Home & School Assistance        $          250 
 Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation       $            950 
 
1994 Ukrainian Catholic Womenôs League, Eparchy of Saskatoon     $          500 
 Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation       $          500 
 
1996 Sheptytsky Institute Renovations       $       1,000 
 Redemptorist Fathers         $       1,000 
 Slo ï Pitch League Membership and Sponsorship      $          200 
 
1997 Sheptytsky Institute Building Renovations        $       1,000 
 St. Maryôs Church, Little Angels       $          700 
 Yorkton Marching Band Trip Expenses       $          500 
 St. Maryôs Church, Rectory Office Furnishings       $       1,000 
 Monastery in Ukraine Assistance       $          250 
 
1998 St. Maryôs Cultural Centre, Purchase of Equipment     $          900 
 Knights of Columbus Fastball Team Membership and Sponsorship   $          450 
 Boy Scouts of Canada Assistance        $          300 
 Sign ï Senior Mobility Program Assistance       $          300 
 Shoe Box Project (Orphanage in Ukraine) Freight and Shipping of Gifts  $          300 
 
1999 St. Michaelôs Separate School Playground Equipment     $       2,500 
 St. Maryôs Church, Pro-Life Monument for the Unborn     $       3,667 
 St. Maryôs Church, Rectory Renovation       $          500 
 House Lost to Fire Assistance         $          500 
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2000 A Brother Knight Attending Lay Formation Program, Tuition Fees   $        750 
 Ukrainian Catholic Education Centre, Educational Materials     $        750 
 
2001 St. Maryôs Church, Building Renovation Fund      $     5,000 
 St. Alphonsus Separate School Playground Equipment     $     1,000 
 Local Youth Attending Youth Rally in Toronto (Assistance in trip costs)        $        500 
 
2002 Telemiracle Donation         $        100 
 Ukrainian Catholic Youth National Trip Costs      $     2,000 
 Big Brothers and Sisters Assistance        $        300 
 Easter Seal Assistance         $        200 
 St. Maryôs Home and School Association, Play Ground Equipment           $     1,000 
 
2003 Telemiracle Donation         $        100 
 Yorkton Health Foundation (Hospital equipment)     $     1,000 
 Widow of a Deceased Knight Assistance      $        400 
 
2004 Child in Need Assist in Purchasing a Special Mobile Chair     $        100 
 
2005 Telemiracle Donation          $        100 
 Family in Need (Medical Expenses)       $        863 
 
2007 Telemiracle Donation         $        100 
 Ukrainian Catholic Choir Assistance       $        300 
 St. Maryôs School Assistance (Community Food Kitchen)     $        250 
 Dream Builders (Developed by the Catholic system for drop out students)  $        250 
 
2008 St. Maryôs School Assistance (Community Food Kitchen)     $        250 
 Dream Builders Program Assistance        $        250 
 
2009 Habitat for Humanity (Assistance for constructing a house for the needy)   $        500 
 To a Family in Need (Medical expenses)       $        500 
 Welcome Home in Winnipeg (Assistance for street adults and children)   $        500 
 St. Alphonsus School Assistance       $        250 
 Dream Builders Program Assistance        $        250 
 To a Family in Need (Medical expenses)      $        250 
 
2010 Knights of Columbus Charitable Foundation      $       350 
 Redemptorist Fathers Assistance        $    1,500 
 Telemiracle Donation          $        100 
 Yorkton Cardinal Baseball Team (Game tickets for elementary school students)   $        250 
 To a Family in Need (Medical Expenses)      $        500 
 Dream Builders Program Assistance        $        250
 Welcome Home in Winnipeg (Assistance for street adults and children)    $        300 
 St. Maryôs School Assistance (Community Food Kitchen)     $        300 
 Orphanage Assistance         $        200 
 
2011 Alzheimer Association Assistance        $        100 
 Yorkton Cardinal Baseball Team (Game tickets for elementary school students)  $        262 
 Saskatchewan Abilities Centre Assistance       $        500 
 Yorkton Health Foundation (Hospital Equipment)      $     1,000 
 Redemptorist Fathers Assistance        $        500 
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In addition to the Bro. Isodore Scholarship Fund, our council sponsored at least two or three 
additional Seminarians at a cost of $400 each or $1,200  per year  ($24,000 for the last 
estimated 20 years) .  
 
Each year  we donate between $500 and $900 to A.M.P.O . (Alphonsus, Maryôs, Michaels, and 
Paulôs Outdoor Education) 
 
$1,000 per year (for the last 25 years)  has been donated to St. Maryôs Cultural Centre in lieu 
of rent and maintenance. This contribution totals approximately $25,000 to date .  
 
Our council also sponsors annual scholarships : Two at Sacred Heart High School and one at the 
Yorkton Regional High School. Scholarships were also given to students at St. Vladimirôs College 
while the school existed. Scholarship s amo unted to approximately $1,000  per year for 
estimated 20 years or $20,000 . 
 
In addition to the donations listed, there are other organizations that benefit or have benefited 
from our councils donations. Some contributions were given annually, some periodically. 

 Youth atten ding Eparchial functions abroad  

 Bishop Mission Fund  

 Catechism p rograms (Correspondence)  

 Saskatchewan Council for Crippled Children  

 Child Abuse Prevention Centre  

 Timmyôs Snow-A-Rama 

 Camp Easter Seal  

 Sask. Pro Life  

 Sask. Indoor Games  

 Parkland Right t o Life  

 Special Olympics  

 Basket Ball Free Throw  

 Keep Christ In Ch ristmas  T.V. Ads  

 Youth Parliament  

 Teen ï Aid  

 Sacred Heart Year Book Ads  

 Kalyna  Ukrainian Dance School  

 St. Maryôs Ukrainian Catholic Altar Boys 

 Serena  
 
From this list , one can se e we were and still are a very busy council. We have raised a lot 
of money and contributed greatly to the local Church and Community.  
 
Where does our funding come from?  

1. Bingo : Bingos are our primary fundraiser. This project is very demanding and involves a 
large number of our membership and their families.  

2. State Charity Appeal Ticket S ales : This is an annual project that requires many of our 
members and their wives to sell tickets in designated community business outlets. We 
receive approximately seventy percent of the total sales revenue from the State, which is 
spent in our church and community.  

3. Parish Breakfasts : Parish Breakfasts are held at least six times per year after Sunday 
Divine Liturgies. This project involves at least six to ten Knights, wives, and families who 
prepare and serve brunch to our Parish. It is a project that not only raises funds for our 
council, but also brings our congregation closer together. At these events, we also 
generally sell 50/50 tickets and donate the proceeds to families in need.  
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Other areas and a ctivities where our Knight s are involved or were involved in:  
 

 Setup and dismantle the Nativity Scene  each year 

 Visit sick Knights or their families  at the hospital, personal homes, and nursing 
homes 

 Deliver Meals-On-Wheels  every Monday. This is a very special project, whereby 
meals are prepared by the hospital and then delivered to people confined or ill and still 
living in their homes or in senior facilities 

 Serve on the Separate School Board  

 Serve on city council as Alderm an and in one instance as Mayor  (John Wytrykush)  

 Serve as Ushers and Epistle Readers  at Sundayôs Divine Liturgy 

 Serve as Eucha ristic Ministers and Sacristans  

 Participate in leading  the Sunday  Rosary and sing in the Church Choir  

 Serve as volunteers  at St. Maryôs Cultural Centre 

 Serve on the Board of D irectors  for the St. Maryôs Cultural Centre 

 Serve on the St. Maryôs Ukrainian Catholic Church Parish Council 

 Members of the Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood  

 Members of the 4
th

 Degree and Bro. Stanislaus Assembly  

 Members of the Yorkton Citizens on Patrol  (Take turns in patrolling the streets at 
night and report anything suspicious to the police) 

 Support the Blood Dono ur Clinic  

 Participate and attend annual Family Picnics, Family Golf, Curling , and State 
functions  whenever possible 

 The Knights spearhead the annual Living Rosary and Moleben ô, followed by a 
Strawberry Social , which is prepared by the UCWL. All church organizations 
participate in this event.  

 The annual Memorial Service to remember our Councilôs deceased Knights. The 
wives and families of deceased Knights are invited to attend.  

 
Attendance at Supreme Conventions:  
 
Three of our past Grand Knights have had the privilege of attending Supreme Conventions:  
 
1979   Bro. Lorne Sakundiak San Diego, California 
1988   Bro. Dave Spelay  New Haven, Connecticut 
1991   Bro. Ted Denischuk  St. Louis, Missouri 
 
In conclusion, it is estimated that over the last fifty  years, our council has d onated in excess 
of $300,000 and countless hours of service  to the  Ukrainian Ca tholic and Yorkton 
Communities at large . It is a job well done. Each of our members should be very proud of what 
we have achieved. A lot of gratitude must go out to all our members, who over the last fifty years 
have worked diligently to make all these great accomplishments possible. A special ñThank youò 
must be extended to our present and past Grand Knights for their drive and leadership. We must 
also thank all our past and present Chaplains for their spiritual guidance and for ensuring that our 
council continuously adheres to the principles of our order and that we do not forget the needs of 
our Church. And finally, we must acknowledge our ladies for all their involvement and participation 
in many of our projects - without your help, a lot of the projects would not have succeeded, thank 
you!   
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1991 Executive  

State Convention, April 
1986. Procession from St. 
Josephôs College to the 
Church for Divine Liturgy  

Annual Living Rosary, May 
30, 1992. Council No. 5182 
continues to  organize the 
Living Rosary each year, 
where each parish 
organization takes a turn 
leading a decade of the 
rosary. The rosary is 
followed by a Molebenô 
Service and a Strawberry 

Social.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


