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CHRIST IS AMONG US! 
HE IS AND WILL BE!

November 26, 2017
25th Sunday after Pentecost tone 8

Epistle Ephesians 4:1-6                                              Gospel Luke 10:25-37

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС 
І Є І БУДЕ

Opening Hymn: Holy this moment pg 43 (2 verses)
Closing Hymn: As we leave, pg 9 (3 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

How can you ever be late for anything in London, England? They have a 
huge clock right in the middle of town/
.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Ed 
Luciak, Gloria Leniuk, Bronie 
Huska, Dorothy Lazurko,  Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

SUN  Nov 26  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw
MON Nov 27  NO LITURGY
TUES Nov 28  NO LITURGY
WED Nov 29  NO LITURGY
THURSNov 30  NO LITURGY
FRI      Dec 1  NO LITURGY
SAT  Dec 2     NO LITURGY
SUN    Dec 3  1:30 p.m.  LITURGY in Moose Jaw

Liturgy schedule
Dec 24 4 p.m.

Nov. 25 5:00 p.m.
Dec 3 1:30 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Dec. 16 & 23. Please fulfill 
your obligation at St. Joseph’s 

or COOL

 

A new schedule of sti-
pends has been accepted 

and promulgated. 
The major change is the 
stipend for Liturgies is 

now $20.
The complete schedule 
is posted on the bulletin 
board. It went into effect 

Nov. 1, 2017

The story of the Good Samaritan is really a parable about the 
Mosaic Law and how it is to be understood and lived. We know 
God’s Law-love God and our neighbor. We sometimes do not 
want to be confronted with the task of keeping the law. Acts of 
kindness, which a man is bound to perform for his neighbor when 
in distress, should be performed for any person, of whatever na-
tion, religion or kindred whom he finds in necessity.

The priest and the Levite were the most obliged to perform works 
of mercy and from whom a person in distress had a right to expect 
immediate help and comfort. Their conduct here was a breach of 
Mosaic Law. They were obligated to help because of the nature 
of their offices. Law is the knowledge of sin, NOT the cure. By 
comparing ourselves to the law, we see our own defects and are 
thus prepared to welcome a better righteousness than our own-that 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The lawyer in this Gospel reading wanted to show that he had kept 
the law. The Pharisees believed that only Jews were to be regarded 
as their neighbors-not the Gentiles. Christ says we are to treat EV-
ERYONE as our neighbor. If you really wanted to insult a person 
2,000 years ago, all you had to do was call him a Samaritan. That’s 
why the Pharisee said to Jesus in John 8:48, “Do we not say rightly 
that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?”

When we love others and show that love through our deeds, we 
show God’s love.

Christ is a metaphor for the Samaritan in this parable. The phrase 
“as he journeyed” means putting himself in man’s place and bear-
ing the punishment for our sins. “Had compassion” refers to re-
demption accomplished through the love and compassion

“Went to him” means that Christ first seeks the sinner. “Bound 
his wounds” means that He gives us comfort. “Pouring in oil” re-
fers to his pardoning mercy. Jesus, as the Samaritan, pays the bill 
and promises to come again. “Paying the bill” is a metaphor for 
Christ’s death on the cross for our sins. “Promises to come again” 

Museum lotto CALEN-
DARS are available again. 

Still only $20
 Make great Christmas 

gifts.
Let’s support the Museum!

A big THANK YOU to the 
crew who dug the potatoes.

Christmas potluck supper 
on Saturday Dec 9 follow-
ing Liturgy. Service that 

day is at 4 p.m. Everyone 
invited.



refers to the Second Coming of Christ. The inn represents the 
church, where believers are called. Jesus WAS the Samaritan. 
He was an outcast who was willing to seek and save people who 
were perishing. He was opposed to the religious establishment 
of his time, especially their strict interpretation of Mosaic Law. 
The theme of Jesus’ going to those who needed Him became 
more and more evident. He was and is the ultimate neighbor 
whose compassion contrasted with Jewish religious leaders who 
had no compassion for those who suffered. He taught that a per-
son should be a neighbor to anyone he meets who is in need.
The victim in this parable represents a lost sinner who is dead 
spiritually and left on the road of life. The priest and Levite rep-
resent the law and its sacrifices, neither of which can save any-
one. Mankind was dead in trespasses and sin-this man who had 
fallen among thieves was half dead. The thieves are a picture of 
the Devil, who according to John 8:44 was a murderer from the 
beginning. WE were like the poor, distressed traveler, because 
Satan has robbed us and wounded us. The Samaritan’s deeds 
help us to understand what it means to have mercy, and it also 
illustrates the ministry of Jesus Christ. The Samaritan identified 
with the needs of the stranger and had compassion for him.
The lawyer is similar in nature to Simon the Pharisee in Luke 
8:36-50. He wanted to define the term “neighbor” in a general 
way, but Jesus forced him to consider a specific man in need. To 
Jesus, a neighbor is anyone that needs our love and compassion. 
The word of Jesus went straight to the lawyer’s heart, and it 
goes straight to our hearts also. Jesus also forces us to consider 
specific people in need today. We also try to define or otherwise 
limit who our neighbours are. We can discuss things like pover-
ty and job opportunities and yet never personally help a hungry 
family or help someone find a job. We can talk about helping 
someone in need but never personally help someone. Reaching 
out will cost us time, money, scheduling, calloused hands, sore 
backs-and maybe even a little dignity. God tells us that no act of 
loving service in Christ’s name is ever lost.
Have you ever noticed how when we are confronted with our 
real need we often react in denial? 
The world today is like the man that fell among thieves and 
needs our help. There is danger and trouble everywhere. Danger 
rides alongside us on the expressways and highways. Danger 
meets us in parking lots and shopping centers. It is sorry to ob-
serve how selfishness governs society, how many excuses men 
will make to avoid trouble or expense in relieving the suffering 
of others. A true Christian has the law of love written on his 
heart. The spirit of Christ dwells in him, and Christ’s image is 
renewed in his soul.
The message goes even further and deeper. It is a subtle indict-
ment of the institutional church. The church is to be a compas-
sionate traveler on the road of life. In other words, it is to be the 
Good Samaritan. The message cautions those of us in the or-
ganized church about institutional quicksand-subtle entrapment 
in the details of our local church or the generalities of broader 
church involvement-a quicksand in which we can find ourselves 
removed from the specific individual in his moment of need. It 
is a further caution against judging those around us on the basis 
of what they do for a living, how often they go to church, or 
how much sunlight their skin color reflects. At such a moment 
we may be judging a true neighbor in the sight of God-someone 
who stopped and helped in a fellow traveler’s darkest hour. In 

the words of a popular saying, “Judge not lest ye be judged”.
The Greatest Commandment is to love one another. This is contrary to 
the non-involvement attitude in society today. If there is to be justice 
in this world, humans must be part of it. A sign of our justice is the 
way we treat others. Justice is a way of doing. The rich are to give to 
the poor, and all are to be treated equally according to God’s justice. 
Not only are we to love our neighbors and God, we also need to listen 
carefully and either understand or accept others.
When God touches people, he takes the nearest willing hand and uses 
it. He arranges the circumstances of people’s lives to get people who 
have needs in contact with people who can meet those needs. This is 
a basic outgrowth of the Christian faith. When we forget this, some 
dire consequences result. One such consequence is that we fail to see 
the hand of God at all. Often when we need help, we find it among the 
outcast, the unknown and the unqualified. 

The writers of the Gospels ask us to take a look to see if we are living 
up to God’s standards. 

We are living in a society that has become dehumanized and we have 
a generation of people who have been brought up to believe that hu-
man life is not worth a very great deal. So, they look on other people 
not as people to be loved and helped, but rather as things to be used 
and abused. God has given us both things and people. God has given 
us things to use and people to love. When we begin to love things and 
use people, we become thieves.

The Greatest Commandment is to love one another. This is contrary 
to the non-involvement attitude in society today. If there is to be jus-
tice in this world, humans must be part of it. A sign of our justice is 
the way we treat others. Justice is a way of doing. The rich are to 
give to the poor, and all are to be treated equally according to God’s 
justice. Not only are we to love our neighbors and God, we also need 
to listen carefully and either understand or accept others. We have an 
obligation to try to be transparent to those who are having difficulty 
understanding or accepting us.

When God touches people, he takes the nearest willing hand and uses 
it. He arranges the circumstances of people’s lives to get people who 
have needs in contact with people who can meet those needs. This is 
a basic outgrowth of the Christian faith. When we forget this, some 
dire consequences result. One such consequence is that we fail to see 
the hand of God at all. Often when we need help, we find it among 
the outcast, the unknown and the unqualified.There are lots of people 
who give themselves to help others. We are to help those in need, 
regardless of their age, social status, race, religion or nationality. God 
is blind to these man-made barriers, and so should we. The most re-
warding thing is to be real. What matters is loving and being loved for 
a long time. We love our neighbor because Christ loved us.


