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CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIfY HIM! Sunday January 8, 2017

 Feast of Theophany pg. 14 
Epistle: Titus 2: 11-14; 3:4-7  Gospel Matthew  3:13-17 

ХРИСТОС  РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Sun Jan 8  1 p.m.Moose Jaw for parishioners
   
Mon      Jan 9  NO LITURGY  
Tues Jan 10  NO LITURGY 
Wed Jan 11   NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Jan 12              NO LITURGY          
Fri Jan 13  NO LITURGY
Sat  Jan 14  NO LITURGY 
Sun Jan 15   1:00 P.M. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: В Вифлеємі новина (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: O come all ye faithful  (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

My mom said that if I don’t get off my computer and do my 
homework she’ll slam my head on the keyboard, but I think she’s 
jokinfjreoiwjrtwe4to8rkljreun8f4ny84c8y4t58lym4wthylmhawt-
4mylt4amlathnatynow

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

Mark the Date and  Time
 

*****
After the blessing of water 

you are invited to come for-
ward for a drink of water.

A sincere thank you to every-
one who prepared the church 

for Christmas.

Museum calendars are 
available for purchase 

from Crystal.

Gift of Love
Thank you for your gift.

note
Liturgy Jan 15 @ 1P.M.

The first name and the last name (Rev. 22:21) in the New 
Testament is Jesus, proving that Jesus Christ is the subject and 
content of the New Testament.

The Bible is a book of life, and this life is a living person, the 
wonderful and all-inclusive Christ. The Old Testament gives a 
portrait, in types and prophecies, of this wonderful person as the 
Coming One. Now, in the New Testament, this wonderful person 
has come. The first page of the New Testament, in recommend-
ing this wonderful person to us, gives us His genealogy. This 
genealogy can be considered an abstract of the Old Testament, 
which in itself is the detailed genealogy of Christ. To understand 
the genealogy in Matthew, we need to trace the origin and his-
tory of every incident.

Christ, as the wonderful center of the entire Bible, is all-in-
clusive, having many aspects. The New Testament at its begin-
ning presents four biographies to portray the four main aspects 
of this all-inclusive Christ. The Gospel of Matthew testifies that 
He is the King, the Christ of God prophesied in the Old Testa-
ment, who brings the kingdom of the heavens to the earth. The 
Gospel of Mark tells us that He is the Servant of God, laboring 
for God faithfully. Mark’s account is most simple, for a servant 
does not warrant a detailed record. The Gospel of Luke presents 
a full picture of Him as the only proper and normal man who 
ever lived on this earth; as such a man, He is the Savior of man-
kind. The Gospel of John unveils Him as the Son of God, the 
very God Himself, who is life to God’s people. Among the four 
Gospels, Matthew and Luke have a record of genealogy; Mark 
and John do not. To testify that Jesus is the King, the Christ of 
God prophesied in the Old Testament, Matthew needs to show 
us the antecedents and status of this King, to prove that He is 
the proper successor to the throne of David. To prove that Jesus 
is a proper and normal man, Luke needs to show the genera-
tions of this man, to attest that He is qualified to be the Savior of 
mankind. For the record of a servant, Mark does not need to tell 
us His origin. To unveil that Jesus is the very God, neither does 
John need to give us His human genealogy; rather, he declares 



that, as the Word of God, He is the very God in the beginning.

The kingdom, of which Christ is the King, is composed of Abra-
ham’s descendants, including both his descendants in the flesh and 
those in faith. Hence, the genealogy of Christ in Matthew begins 
with Abraham, the father of the called race, not with Adam, the fa-
ther of the created race. God’s kingdom is not built with the created 
race of Adam but with the called race of Abraham, which includes 
both the real Israelites (Rom. 9:6-8) and the believers in Christ 
(Gal. 3:7, 9, 29). To prove by relating His genealogy that Jesus is a 
proper man qualified to be the Savior of mankind, Luke traces His 
genealogy back to Adam, the first generation of mankind

В Вифлеємі новина
Діва Сина породила
Породила в благодати
Непорочна Діва Мати
Марія.

Положила на сіні
В Вифлеємській яскині
Йосиф Діву потішає
Повивати помагає
Марії.

O come all ye faithful joy-
ful and triumphant  

Oh come ye O come ye to 
Bethlehem;  

Come and behold him 
born the King of angels;  

O come let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord.   

   Sing choirs of angels sing in 
exultation 

Sing all ye citizens of heaven 
above;  

Glory to God in the highest 
glory,  

O come, let us adore him, 
Christ the Lord

Baptism of Jesus
The Baptism of Jesus simultaneously marks the inauguration of Je-
sus’ earthly ministry as well as marking the beginning of the decline 
of John the Baptist’s ministry.
Many in Israel wondered if John might be the Messiah. Yet the last 
prophet declares with assurance that he is not even worthy to untie 
the laces of the Messiah’s sandals (Matthew 3:11). John, the official 
herald of the coming king was waiting for the Christ to be revealed. 
The baptism of Jesus fulfills that need as the Messiah is identified 
to John by a special Theophany of the Holy Spirit. It is this iden-
tification which enables the Baptist to complete his task as herald 
(John 1:29-34). But the herald must wait his turn to announce the 
king’s arrival; the first public announcement is made by God the Fa-
ther himself.
Here at his baptism the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus is first 
prefigured. It is here at his baptism that the perfect one intentionally 
identifies himself with repentant sinners, and demonstrates his full 
humility. It is at his baptism where the redemptive ministry of Jesus 
Christ begins.
Each gospel contains an analogous passage which serves to clarify 
certain aspects of the Matthew narrative. Mark 1:9-11 identifies the 
geographic origin of Jesus more accurately as Nazareth. Luke 3:21-
22 informs us that Jesus was praying as the heavens were opened, and 
further clarifies that the Holy Spirit which descended on Jesus was 
in the bodily form of a dove. Both Mark and Luke have the heavenly 
voice speaking directly to Jesus as in, “you are my beloved son...” 
which raises significant questions concerning Matthew’s purpose in 
changing it. John’s addition to the baptismal story (John 1:31-34) is 

more contextual in nature. It is from John 1:32 that we discover 
the baptizer did not know for certain that Jesus was the Messiah 
until after he saw the dove come upon him. Therefore there was 
something else about the nature and character of Jesus which 
caused John to seek baptism from his cousin. These collective 
hints, together with Matthew’s account combine to display and 
explain the baptism of Jesus Christ.
Jesus left Nazareth, until he reached Bethany beyond the Jor-
dan and went to John for baptism. Jesus joined in the line of 
penitents asking for baptism, yet he was pure, free from all sin. 
He was the one who would say to the Jews, “Who among you 
can provide evidence that I have committed a sin.” John knew 
of Jesus from the revelation and inspiration of the Holy Spirit 
(John 1:32). John, however, objected to baptizing Jesus saying, 
“I am the one that needs you to baptize me!” But upon Jesus’ 
continued insistence, John acquiesced and baptized Jesus in the 
Jordan River. Therefore, the water of the Jordan River became 
holy and all the waters that flow along the baptism site were 
purified, reviving the souls of people at every place and time.

After Jesus came back from the wilderness to Bethany beyond 
the Jordan, He found John sitting with two of his students. 
When John saw Jesus he said to his students, “This is the Lamb 
of God who will take away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) 
Hearing this, the two students decided to follow Jesus and were 
in turn followed by three others, among them Peter.

Jesus carried the torch of faith from John the Baptist, the torch 
that had also been carried by Moses, Elijah and the other proph-
ets. From Bethany beyond the Jordan Jesus declared the good 
news of God, saying, “The Hour draws near and the Kingdom 
of God is at hand! So, repent and have faith in the good news 
of God!”

After returning to Jerusalem, a dispute arose between Jesus and 
the Jews during the festival of the renovation of the Temple. 
When this happened Jesus fled back across the Jordan to Betha-
ny where John was still baptizing. The people warmly received 
Jesus and many came to him from the surrounding towns and 
villages, from Salt, Amman, Madaba and Hisban. They brought 
their sick to him. He cured them, and many people came to 
believe in him


