
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday November 6, 2016

25th Sundat after Petecost tone 8 
Epistle: Ephesians 4:1-8  Gospel: Luke 10:25-37

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Nov 6  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Nov 7  NO LITURGY  
Tues Nov 8  NO LITURGY 
Wed Nov 9  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Nov 10              NO LITURGY          
Fri Nov 11  NO LITURGY - Remembrance Day
Sat  Nov 12  NO LITURGY 
Sun Nov 13   9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw 
  

Opening Hymn: In our midst pg 15 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Holy this moment pg 43 (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGSPlease be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Horej-
da, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. Yurij and 
of all who are in the need of the 
gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Corduroy pillows are making headlines.
A gossip is someone with a great sense of rumor.
I used to work in a blanket factory, but it folded.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

They’re Back
PYROHY SESSIONS

Three consecutive Tuesdays
Nov. 8, 15 & 22

You all come out now, you 
hear.

Suggestion
Since Christmas Day falls on 
Sunday this year, a suggestion 
was made to  have a Christmas 
Day service at 10 a.m. instead 
of a Christmas Eve service at 
10 p.m. Yes/No Let’s talk about 
it over coffee.

Please note the change in my 
cell number. This number is 
to be used for emergency situ-
tions only such as hospital calls 
if you cannot reach me on the 
house phone.

Fr. Yurij

November Prayer Intentions
Countries Receiving Refugees
That the countries which take in a 
great number of displaced persons 
and refugees may find support for 
their efforts which show solidarity. 
Collaboration of Priests and La-
ity
That within parishes, priests and 
lay people may collaborate in ser-
vice to the community without giv-
ing in to the temptation of discour-
agement

What would you do if your neighbor get into big trouble through 
his or her own fault? For the Jewish believer the law of love was 
plain and simple: treat your neighbor as you would treat yourself. 
A Jewish expert in the law wanted to test Jesus and his disciples 
to see if they correctly understood this basic commandment.  He 
understood “neighbor” to mean one’s fellow Jew who belonged 
to the same covenant which God made with the people of Israel. 
Jesus agreed with the sincere expert but challenged him to see that 
God’s view of neighbor went beyond his narow definition.

Jesus told a parable to show how wide God’s love and mercy is 
towards all. Jesus’s story of a brutal highway robbery  was all too 
familiar to his audience. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho went 
through a narrow and steep valley surrounded by cliffs.  Many 
wealthy Jews had winter homes in Jerico. This narrow highway 
was dangerous and notorious for its robbers who could easily am-
bush their victim and escape into the hills.  No one in his right 
mind would think of traveling it alone.

Why did the religious leaders refuse to give any help when they 
saw a victim lying by the roadside? Didn’t they know that this 
victim was their neighbor?  And why did a Samaritan, an outsider 
who was despised by the Jews, treat this victim with special care 
at his own expense as he would care for his own family? Who 
showed true neighborly care, compassion and mercy? Jesus makes 
the supposed villain, the despised Samaritan, the merciful one as 
an example for the status conscious Jews. Why didn’t the priest 
and Levite stop to help? The priest probably didn’t want to risk the 
possibility of ritual impurity. His piety got in the way of charity. 
The Levite approached close to the victim, but stopped short of 
actually helping him. Perhaps he feared that bandits were using 
a decoy to ambush him. The Levite put personal safety ahead of 
saving his neighbor.

What does Jesus’ story tell us about true love for one’s neighbor? 
First, we must be willing to help even if others brought trouble 
on themselves through their own fault. Second, our love and con-
cern to help others in need must be practical. Good intentions and 
emphathizing with others are not enough. And lastly, our love for 



Blessed Is She Who Believed - conclusion

Treasuring the Mysteries of Christ with Mary

“Men may work from sun to sun,” says the old proverb, “but a 
woman’s work is never done.” Has there ever been a woman who 
lived out these words more than the Virgin Mary?

Blessed Because She Believed. When Mary arrived at her home, 
Elizabeth exclaimed, “Blessed is she who believed that there 
would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord” 
(Luke 1:45). Mary’s faith allowed her to accept God’s proposal 
unconditionally. She didn’t have to understand everything or have 
all of the details spelled out. She simply accepted God and trusted 
him. Her heart was like a clean tablet, ready for the Spirit to write 
his plans on it (2 Corinthians 3:3). This is the kind of faith God 
wants to give to each one of us. This is the posture he wants us to 
have whenever we come before him in prayer.
The Fathers of the Church loved to compare Mary’s faithful re-
sponse to Eve’s lack of faith. Where Eve accepted the serpent’s 
words and brought disobedience and death into the world, Mary 
accepted God’s words and gave birth to the holy and obedient Sav-
ior of the world. When she was tempted, Eve lost her clarity and 
her faith. As a result, she chose the path of self-glory and self-
gratification. Mary, on the other hand, held fast to the Lord in times 
of temptation and so resisted the appeal of selfish gain that had 
ensnared Eve. Mary certainly was tempted, but she didn’t yield. 
Instead, she abandoned herself to God and received his strength 
and encouragement.
Pointing to the countless generations that would come after the 
first disciples, Jesus once told Thomas, “Blessed are those who 
have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29). What 
is amazing is that these words—which are forever applicable to 
those of us who have not seen—were initially applicable to Mary. 
She was the first human being who believed in Jesus before she 
had seen him.

Treading Difficult Paths. Mary’s faith was not a one-time issue. It 
was a daily walk just like ours, through pleasant fields and danger-
ous pits alike. Just think: Her life was probably just as filled with 
temptation as ours is. Imagine the satisfaction that Satan would 
have had if he could cause the Mother of God to sin.
Temptation doesn’t just come directly from the devil, either. Mary 
surely felt the pain of gossip as her townsfolk speculated on the 
cause of her surprise pregnancy. She must have been hurt as well 
when Jesus—only twelve years old—rebuked her at the Temple 
(Luke 2:48-50). Then, on Good Friday, as a sword of grief pierced 
her heart, Mary must have been tempted to lash out in anger and 
hatred against those who had tortured and killed her son. But in 
each situation, she didn’t give in. The words from Scripture that 
applied to Jesus— that he was tempted like us in every way but 
never sinned—also speak in a special way about Mary, his mother 
(Hebrews 4:15).
Like Mary, we too have been created to be a spiritual house, a 
dwelling place for the Lord. Mary became this temple as she yield-
ed in faith to the Holy Spirit, giving God the freedom to do what-
ever he wanted to do in her life. Now, we can do the same thing. 
We can give ourselves over to God on a daily basis and yield our-
selves to what- ever he wants to do in us. Imagine how comforting 
it is to know that as we try to surrender to God every day, Mary is 
right there with us, interceding for us, asking God to fill us with the 
same kind of grace that he placed in her.
Mary and the Rosary. We know that the goal of the Christian 
life is to fix our eyes on Jesus and to live every day in a way that 
makes us more and more like him. Who knew Jesus better, who 
watched him more closely, who pondered his words more intently 
than Mary? No one.
As we pray the rosary, we have a chance to join Mary in contem-
plating and celebrating the mysteries of Christ. Mary’s constant 
prayer for us and with us is that we would grow closer to Jesus. 
Through the witness of her life and the intercession she now makes 
for us, Mary wants to teach us how to carry Jesus in our hearts each 
day. She wants to show us how to give ourselves over to Jesus with 
ever-increasing faith. Nothing pleases her more than when we ex-
perience intimacy with Jesus. These lofty goals shouldn’t surprise 
us. After all, Mary is our mother.

others must be as wide as God’s love. No one is excluded. God’s 
love is unconditional. So we must be ready to do good to others 
for their sake, just as God is good to us. Are you ready to lay down 
your life for your neighbor?

“Dearest Lord, may I see you today and every day in the person 
of your sick, and whilst nursing minister to you.  Though you hide 
yourself behind the unattractive disguise of the irritable, the exact-
ing, the unreasonable, may I still recognize you and say: ‘Jesus, 
my patient, how sweet it is to serve you.’  Lord, give me this see-
ing faith, then my work will never be monotonous.  I will ever find 
joy in humoring the fancies and gratifying the wishes of all poor 
sufferers.  O beloved sick, how doubly dear you are to me, when 
you personify Christ; and what a privilege is mine to be allowed 
to tend you.  Sweetest Lord, make me appreciative of the dignity 
of my high vocation, and its many responsibilities.  Never permit 
me to disgrace it by giving way to coldness, unkindness, or impa-
tience.  And, O God, while you are Jesus, my patient, deign also 
to be to me a patient Jesus, bearing with my faults, looking only to 
my intention, which is to love and serve you in the person of each 
of your sick.  Lord, increase my faith, bless my efforts and work, 
now and for evermore.  (Daily prayer of Mother Teresa of Calcutta) 

On Nov. 6, a special Jubilee for Prisoners will be cel-
ebrated at the Vatican, drawing detainees and their fami-
lies from around Italy and beyond to St. Peter’s Basilica 
for Mass with Pope Francis and a special reception after. 
 
 “For the first time it will be possible for a large number 
of detainees from different parts of Italy and other coun-
tries to be present in St. Peter’s Basilica to live the Jubilee 
with Pope Francis,” Archbishop Rino Fisichella said Nov. 3.  
 
“We know that the Pope takes great care of detained per-
sons,” he said, noting how in each of his trips abroad, 
Francis “has repeatedly wanted to visit prisoners and 
leave the detained a message of closeness and hope.” 
 
Archbishop Fisichella, president of the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, spoke to jour-
nalists at the presentation of the Jubilee for Prisoners, as 
well as that of the Nov. 13 Jubilee for the Socially Marginal-
ized, set to coincide with the close of the Holy Door of St. 
Peter’s Basilica, marking the end of the Jubilee of Mercy.  


