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Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday December 4, 2016

 Sunday of Holy Forefathers tone 5 page 8 
Epistle: Colossians 3:4-11 Gospel: Luke 14:16-24

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Dec 11  4:00 p.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Dec 12  NO LITURGY  
Tues Dec 13  NO LITURGY 
Wed Dec 14  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Dec 15              NO LITURGY          
Fri Dec 16  NO LITURGY
Sat  Dec 17  NO LITURGY 
Sun Dec 18   TBA Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 3 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: As we leave pg 9 (3 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

Just remember: stressed is just desserts spelled backwards.|

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

We welcome Fr. Basil 
Malowany to Moose Jaw and 
thank him for coming for the 
Liturgy.

Mark the Date and  Time
Opportunity fot confession 

before Liturgy today. 
*******

Christmas service
Sunday Dec. 25, 2016 

10 a.m.  
Please note

There will be NO SERVICE 
on Christmas Eve in Moose 

Jaw.Spread the word. 
*****

Blessing  of water
Sunday Jan 8, 2017 followed 

by the Prosphora Dinner.
Time: TBA

Salvation Army Christmas Fund
We have an opportunity to assist those less fortunate at Christ-
mas time. Please use the Christmas Fund envelopes provided. 

If donating by cheque, make it payable to Ukr. Catholic Church 
Moose Jaw. This collection will end on Sunday Dec 18. 

It’s official
The Metropolitan Andrey 

Sheptytski Institute (MASI) 
is relocating to Toronto to 
University of Toronto St. 

Michael’s College effective 
July 1, 2017

The master of the feast made doubly sure that the guests received 
the invitations. He issued two invitations to each: the first was to 
tell each one that he was invited; the second, on the day of the din-
ner, to announce that all was ready: “Come; for all is now ready. “

“Come!” The Gospel is not so much a command as an offer; not so 
much a demand as a gift - an invitation to share in the unbelievable 
joy of the kingdom.

“Come!” God is expecting you! He is ready for the poor, the 
maimed, the blind, the lame. He is ready for those who have spent 
their lives in the highways and byways of life. He invites all: 
“Come; for all is now ready. “

As a shepherd seeks for the lost sheep, as a woman gets down on 
her knees to look for a lost coin, as a father waits for the lost son to 
come home again, so God is ever seeking, calling, inviting.

“Come; for all is now ready. “ Come you who seek meaning for 
life. Come you who hunger and thirst for righteousness. Come you 
who falter under the burden of sin and guilt. Come you who are 
anxious and fearful. Come you who mourn. Come you who seek 
peace and fulfillment. Come, “the table is richly laden. Fare ye 
royally on it. The calf is a fatted one. Let no one go away hungry... 
Enjoy ye all the riches of his goodness.. Let no one mourn that he 
hath fallen again and chain; for forgiveness hath risen from the 
grave. Let no one fear death; for the death of our Saviour hath set 
us free. “

There are many people who consider Christianity a type of tyran-
nical religion. To them it is nothing but a series of commandments, 
You should do this. You should not do that. But Christianity is not 
first and foremost a “should” religion. It is first and foremost a 
“come” religion. The great drawing power of Christ is not in His 
“Thou shalt not” but in His “Come to me. “ Come be filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Come be filled with the power of God’s presence. 
If we come to Him, then we shall do certain things, not because 
we “should” do them, but because we delight in doing them as an 
expression of our love for Jesus.

Museum calendars arriv-
ing soon.



Commenting on this word “Come” and, in particular, on the words 
of Jesus “Come to me all you who labour... “ St. Chrysostom wrote 
these precious words, “His invitation is one of kindness. His good-
ness is beyond description. ‘Come to me all, ‘ not only rulers but 
also their subjects, not only the rich, but also the poor, not only 
the free but also the slaves, not only men but women, not only the 
young but also the old, not only those of sound body but also the 
maimed and those with mutilated limbs, all of you, He says, come! 
For such are the Master’s gifts; He knows no distinction of slave 
and free, nor of rich and poor, but all such inequality is cast aside. 
‘Come, ‘ He says, ‘all who labour and are burdened!’

Be like Mary – say yes to God, but not halfway, Pope Francis 
says

Vatican City, Dec 8, 2016 
The contrast between the “no” of man in the Garden of 
Eden and the “yes” of Mary at the Annunciation was the 
heart of Pope Francis’ message for the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception, which he said is an opportunity 
for each person to renew their own commitment to God. 
When Mary says “I am the handmaid of the Lord” in response to 
the news that she will become the Mother of God, she doesn’t say: 
“this time I will do the will of God, I am available, then I’ll see,” 
the Pope said Dec. 8, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. 
 
“Hers is a full yes, without conditions,” he said, noting 
that at times, instead of imitating this attitude, “we are ex-
perts in the ‘half-yes:’ we are good at pretending not to un-
derstand what God wants and consciousness suggests.” 
 
We can also be “cunning” and avoid saying “a true and 
firm ‘no’ to God” by making excuses, such as “I can’t,” 
or “‘not today, but tomorrow...tomorrow I will be bet-
ter, tomorrow I will pray, I will do good, tomorrow.” 
 
However, by doing this “we close the door to good and evil 
profits from these missing ‘yeses,’” Francis said, noting that 
each one of us has “a collection” of these missing yeses inside. 
 
Each full and unreserved “yes” we say to God is the be-
ginning of a new story, he said. Saying yes to God “is 
truly original, not sin, which makes us old inside.” 
 
“Have you thought about this? That sin makes you age in-
side? It makes you age right away!” he said, adding that “every 
yes to God begins a story of salvation for us and for others.” 
 
Pope Francis spoke to pilgrims gathered in St. Peter’s Square 
for his Angelus address marking the feast in which the Church 
celebrates the Immaculate Conception of Mary, honor-
ing the Catholic dogma that she was conceived without sin.  
 
After reciting the Angelus, the Pope will as usual make his 
way to Rome’s Piazza di Spagna, where he will lay flowers 
at the feet of the large statue of Mary Immaculate sitting in the 
center of the square, and recite a prayer of devotion to Mary. 
 
He also announced that like last year, following his prayer 

in Piazza di Spagna he will go the Roman Basilica of St. 
Mary Major to venerate the ancient “Salus Popoli Romani” 
icon, traditionally believed to have been painted by St. Luke.  
 
The Pope travels to the basilica before and after every inter-
national trip he takes in order to entrust the voyage to the care 
and intercession of Our Lady, typically with flowers in hand.  
 
In his Angelus address, the Pope said the day’s readings from Gen-
esis and the Gospel of Luke point to two “critical passages” in 
salvation history which point to “the origins of good and evil.” 
 
Man’s “no” to God at the very beginning is recounted in the 
passage from the Book of Genesis, which shows how “man 
preferred to look at himself rather than his Creator, he want-
ed to do his own thing, he chose to suffice with himself.” 
 
By doing this, man left his communion with God behind, 
“lost himself and began to fear, to hide himself and to ac-
cuse those around him,” the Pope observed, explaining that 
once someone begins to accuse others like this, it means 
“you are distancing yourself from God” and “this makes sin.” 
 
However, instead of leaving man at the mercy of the evil done, he 
steps in and immediately looks for him, asking “where are you?” 
 
This question, Francis said, is “the question of a father or mother who 
looks for their lost child...and this God does it with so much patience, 
up to the point of bridging the gap that has arisen at the beginning.”  
 
Pointing to the day’s Gospel reading from Luke, which recounted 
the story of the Annunciation, the Pope said that Mary’s “great 
yes” is what made it possible for God to come and live among us.  
 
“Thanks to this ‘yes,’ Jesus began his journey on 
the path of humanity; he started it in Mary, spend-
ing the first months of life in the womb of his mother.”  
 
Jesus didn’t come as an adult, already strong and full grown, but 
decided to follow the exact same path of the human being, doing 
everything in exactly the same way “except for one thing: sin.” 
 
Because of this, “he chose Mary, the only creature with-
out sin, immaculate,” he said, noting that when the angel re-
fers to Mary with the title “Full of Grace,” it means that from 
the beginning there was “no space for sin” inside of her.  
 
“Also we, when we turn to her, we recognize this beauty: we 
invoke her as ‘full of grace,’ without the shadow of evil.” 
 
While the “no” of man at the beginning closed the pas-
sage from man to God, Mary’s “yes” opened the path for 
God to be among us, Pope Francis said, explaining that 
Mary’s response “is “the most important ‘yes’ in history.” 
 
“It’s the faithful ‘yes’ that heals disobedience, the avail-
able ‘yes’ that flips the selfishness of sin,” he said, encour-
aging attendees to use Advent as an opportunity to renew 
their own “yeses” to God, telling him “I believe in you, I 
hope in you, I love you; accomplish in me your good will.”  


