
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday May 22, 2016

Sunday of all Saints pg. 32 tone 8
Epistle: Hebrews 11:33-12:2Gospel: Matthew 10:32-33 37-38, 19:27-
30 

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun May 22  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
 
Mon  May 23  NO LITURGY- Victoria Day
Tues May 24  NO LITURGY
Wed May 25  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs May 26              NO LITURGY          
Fri May 27  NO LITURGY
Sat  May 28  NO LITURGY
Sun May 29  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: O Virgin Mary p 25 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: God our Father pg 72 (3 verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are com-
posed entirely of lost airline luggage.
A stockbroker urged me to buy a stock that would triple its value 
every year. I told him, “At my age, I don’t even buy green ba-
nanas.”

Eparchial Appeal 
How is the Appeal progress-
ing? Let us respond gener-
ously to this Annual Appeal. 
Moose Jaw did very well last 
time. The Eparchial target this 
year is $220,000. The target for 
Moose Jaw is $2475.
Please turn in your donations 
to Mark Lazurko or Gloria 
Leniuk, coordinators. The  Ap-
peal concludes today, May 22. 
Kindly turn in your envelopes 
to the coordinators. Let’s do 
our part to support the minis-
tries.

This year we will not have 
Cemetery Services. Instead 
we will pray the Panakhyda in 
church today.

Fr. Yurij will be away from 
May 23-June 3 inclusive. There 
is no Liturgy in Moose Jaw on 
May 29. In case of urgent situa-
tion contact Mark Lazurko 694-
5746. 
Liturgy on June 5 at 9:30 a.m. 
On this day we will celebrate 
the Solemn Holy Communion.

Definitions of a Saint
There are many definitions of a Saint, including:
• An example of holiness that we can follow with confidence.
• The person who kept on trying when everybody else gave up.
• ‘Spiritual force-fields’, exerting a powerful attractive influ-

ence on followers but also touching the inner lives of 
others in ways that transform them for the better.

• A person who has been formally canonized (officially recog-
nized) by the Catholic Church, and is therefore consid-
ered to be in Heaven.

• A saint is always someone through whose life we learn what 
God is like - and of what we are called to be. Only God 
‘makes’ saints. The church merely identifies from time 
to time a few of these for imitation.

Anyone who is in Heaven, whether recognized here on earth, or 
not (Eastern Orthodox definition)

How Many Saints Are There?
• One Catholic website states that “There are over 10,000 named 

saints and beati (blessed, holy people) from history, the 
Roman Martyrology and Orthodox sources, but there 
has been no definitive head count”. (Source taken from 
the Catholic Online website).

• The Catholic Church teaches that it does not, in fact, make 
anyone a saint. Rather, it recognizes a saint.

Because the Church shows no true distinction between the living 
and the dead (the saints are considered to be alive in Heaven), 
saints are referred to as if they were still alive. Saints are venerat-
ed but not worshipped. They are believed to be able to intercede 
for salvation and help humanity either through direct communion 
with God, or by personal intervention.

How does the Church choose saints?
Canonization, the process the Church uses to name a saint, has 
only been used since the tenth century. For hundreds of years, 
starting with the first martyrs of the early Church, saints were cho-
sen by public acclaim. Though this was a more democratic way to 
recognize saints, some saints’ stories were distorted by legend and 
some never existed. Gradually, the bishops and finally the Vatican 

FYI
Hodgeville Praznyk 

Sunday June 26 @ 3:00 p.m.

Chaplin Praznyk
Wednesday June 29 7:00 p.m.

Glentworth Praznyk
Sunday August 14 3:00 p.m.



to be continued

Assumption BVM Parish
Moose Jaw

70th Anniversary Celebrations 
August 21, 2016

Program
10:00 a.m. Pontifical Divine Liturgy

Banquet

Banquet tickets 
Adults: $25 Children (5-12): $12.50 4 and under: free 

Available from: 
Gloria Leniuk (306) 692-1550 gloriajalen@sasktel.net

Fr. Yurij Lazurko (306) 693-6636 ylazurko@hotmail.com
Make cheque payable to: Ukr. Catholic Church Moose Jaw

The Season of the Spirit
The Book of Acts show us how to get ready for Pentecost

Directed by the Spirit. Saul of Tarsus was a devout Jew, a Phari-
see who followed the law blamelessly (Philippians 3:6). He had 
witnessed, approvingly, the execution of Stephen and afterward 
launched a persecution against the church. But while on the way 
to Damascus, he was blinded by a heavenly light, and he realized 
he was actually persecuting Jesus (Acts 9:3). Just as Peter was led 
to accept Gentiles into the church, Saul (also called Paul) needed 
the Holy Spirit to show him that Jesus really was Israel’s Messiah.
But that was just the beginning for Paul. For the rest of his life, he 
learned how to yield to the Spirit so that he could accomplish “the 
work” God had in store for him (Acts 13:2). At one point, when he 
and his com panions “tried to go into Bithynia,
… the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them” (16:7). We don’t know 
how that happened, but somehow Paul and the others sensed God’s 
leading and followed it.
As he did with Paul, the Holy Spirit wants to do more than fill us 
with his love and give us his joy. He wants to move us and direct 
us. God wants his Spirit to be a permanent gift, shap ing our hearts 
and minds even as he guides our steps. He wants to lead us as we 
go into the world each day. He may show us how to share his love 
with someone at work. He may give us wisdom as we deal with a 
challeng ing situation in our family. He may even send us in a new 
direction, as he did with Paul, and open a new avenue of ministry 
for us.
Receive the Spirit. The Book of Acts shows us that God wants to 
fill us, surprise us, and even lead us day by day. But how does that 
happen? As we learn how to yield to his Spirit. So here are some 
simple steps we can all take that will help us sense the Spirit as he 
moves in our lives.
1. Quiet your heart. It sounds so sim ple, but in our media-saturated 
world, this can be a real challenge. Cell phones, televisions, tablet 
computers, and radio stations have made life easier for us. But they 
have also made life louder and more distracting. It is so important 
that we spend time every day dis connected from all these devices 
so that we can reconnect with the Lord. We need to create space in 
our lives—times of quiet, when we can fix our hearts on Jesus and 
begin to sense his Spirit.
2. Form your mind. What good is quieting our hearts if we don’t 
have anything to focus our atten tion on? That’s why it’s helpful to 
spend part of your quiet time filling your mind with the truths of 
God. You can contemplate the day’s Scripture readings from Mass. 
You can read part of the Catechism. You can study the life of a 
saint or the writings of a good spiritual guide. You can even sing 
hymns that speak of the Lord and his love. There are many options. 
Just make sure you are focusing on “whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just”—anything that teaches you about life 
in the kingdom of God (Philippians 4:8).
3. Write it down. Keep a journal of your times of prayer. Write 
down whatever you think may be com ing from the Holy Spirit. 
Even if it sounds ordinary, even if it sounds silly, write it down. 
It may be just a feeling of love. It may be a new insight into a 
Scripture passage. It may be an idea about how to care for a friend. 
It doesn’t matter. Just get into the habit of record ing your insights 
from the Spirit. That will help keep them fresh in your mind.
4. Keep it fresh. Try to find two or three opportunities each day 
when you can stop for a moment, quiet your heart, and sense the 
Spirit’s presence. Recall what you wrote down in your prayer jour-
nal ear lier in the day. Do a quick review of the day so far and 
repent if some thing pricks your conscience. 

took over authority for approving saints.
In 1983, Pope John Paul II made sweeping changes in the canon-
ization procedure. The process begins after the death of a Catholic 
whom people regard as holy. Often, the process starts many years 
after death in order give perspective on the candidate. The local 
bishop investigates the candidate’s life and writings for heroic vir-
tue (or martyrdom) and orthodoxy of doctrine. Then a panel of 
theologians at the Vatican evaluates the candidate. After approval 
by the panel and cardinals of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints, the pope proclaims the candidate “venerable.”
The next step, beatification, requires evidence of one miracle (ex-
cept in the case of martyrs). Since miracles are considered proof 
that the person is in heaven and can intercede for us, the miracle 
must take place after the candidate’s death and as a result of a 
specific petition to the candidate. When the pope proclaims the 
candidate beatified or “blessed,” the person can be venerated by a 
particular region or group of people with whom the person holds 
special importance.
Only after one more miracle will the pope canonize the saint (this 
includes martyrs as well). The title of saint tells us that the person 
lived a holy life, is in heaven, and is to be honored by the universal 
Church. Canonization does not “make” a person a saint; it recog-
nizes what God has already done.
Though canonization is infallible and irrevocable, it takes a long 
time and a lot of effort. So while every person who is canonized is 
a saint, not every holy person has been canonized. You have prob-
ably known many “saints” in your life, and you are called by God 
to be one yourself.

When did the Church start honoring saints?
By the year 100 A.D., Christians were honoring other Christians 
who had died, and asking for their intercession. Many people think 
that honoring saints was something the Church set up later, but it 
was part of Christianity from the very beginning. As a matter of 
fact, this practice came from a long-standing tradition in the Jew-
ish faith of honoring prophets and holy people with shrines. The 
first saints were martyrs, people who had given up their lives for 
the Faith in the persecution of Christians.


