
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday November 27, 2016

28th Sunday after Pentecost tone 3 
Epistle: Colossians 1:12-18 Gospel: Luke 14:16-24

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Nov 27  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Nov 28  NO LITURGY  
Tues Nov 29  NO LITURGY 
Wed Nov 30  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Dec 1              NO LITURGY          
Fri Dec 2  NO LITURGY
Sat  Dec 3  NO LITURGY 
Sun Dec 4   TBA Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: O Virgin Mary pg 25 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Immaculate Mary pg 15 (3 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

To make a mistake is human, but to blame it on someone else, 
that’s even more human. 

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

We welcome Fr. Basil 
Malowany to Moose Jaw and 
thank him for coming for the 
Liturgy.

It is amazing what excuses people make and give for not com-
ing to Christ or for not doing what the Lord is asking them to 
do. Some are too busy, some too clever, some too religious to 
repent, some too worldly to want to; some too proud to pray. 
 
The Lord Jesus once focused on this problem. He told 
the story we see in our scripture passage today. It is the 
story of three kinds of men together with their empty rea-
sons for not responding to the invitation that is given. 
 
The supper time is this present age. The sup-
per itself refers to the blessings and privileg-
es provided for men in the sacrifice of God’s Son. 
 
The many bidden are the Jews who received the 
1st invitation, and who had been advised a long 
time beforehand. The excuses are the silly objec-
tions brought by them against Jesus and His claims. 
 
The poor and maimed are the publicans and sinners 
among both Jew and Gentile who accepted the invita-
tion. Those compelled to come in from the highways 
and hedges are the strangers afar off who had no hope. 
 
Those who shall never taste of the supper are the un-
believing Jewish nation, who have been ’cut off’.  
 
This parable sets forth great spiritual facts. 
1. That God has provided the feast where mankind is invited 
to eat and drink of the bread and water of life. 
2. That not everyone who is invited will accept the invitation. 
3. That men will make excuse rather than face the main is-
sue.

 
 

COLOSSIANS 1 – 
THE GREATNESS 
OF JESUS CHRIST
A. Greeting and giving of 
thanks.
1. (1-2) Paul greets the Chris-
tians in Colosse.
Paul, an apostle of Jesus 

Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the saints 
and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
a. Paul: According to the custom of writing letters in that day, the 
author’s name is given first. Therefore the author was Paul; he 
wrote the letter while in Roman custody probably from Rome and 
around a.d. 63.
 It is likely that Paul himself had never visited the city.
b. An apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God: Paul was quali-
fied to write this letter of instruction to the Colossians, though he 
had never met them personally, because he was an apostle.
i. “The literal meaning of apostolos is ‘one sent’; but at its deepest 
level it denotes an authorized spokesman for God, one commis-



sioned and empowered to act as his representative.” (Vaughan)
ii. And Timothy our brother: Timothy was an honored compan-
ion of Paul, but he was not an apostle. “Though Timothy is here 
joined in the salutation, yet he has never been understood as hav-
ing any part in composing this epistle. He has been considered as 
the amanuensis or scribe of the apostle.” (Clarke)
c. To the saints and faithful brethren: When Paul addressed 
the saints, he did not separate some Christians from others in the 
Colossian church. Every true Christian is a saint. However, Paul 
may make a distinction with the phrase faithful brethren. He may 
refer to those who haven’t embraced the false teaching that con-
cerned Paul so much in this letter.
d. Who are in Colosse: The city of Colosse was probably the 
smallest and least important city that Paul ever wrote to.. Yet he 
apparently thought the situation in Colosse was important enough 
for apostolic attention.
i. Paul wrote because there were problems among the Christians in 
Colosse, but the doctrinal problem – sometimes described as “The 
Colossian Heresy” – is difficult to precisely describe. It probably 
was a corruption of Christianity with elements of mystical and le-
galistic Judaism perhaps combined with early Gnosticism.
ii. The first century religious environment was much like our own. 
It was a time of religious mixing, with people borrowing a little 
from this religion and a little from that religion. The only differ-
ence was that in the first century, one joined agroup who did the 
borrowing. In our modern culture one does the borrowingone’s 
self.
iii. Whatever the problem was precisely, Paul dwelt on the solu-
tion: a better understanding of Jesus. Knowing the real Jesus helps 
us to stay away from the counterfeit, no matter how it comes pack-
aged.
e. In Colosse: The city of Colosse is not even mentioned in the 
Book of Acts. All our Biblical information about the church there 
comes from this letter and a few allusions in the letter to Philemon.
i. From these sources we learn that Epaphras was responsible for 
bringing the gospel to the Colossians (Colossians 1:6-7). He was 
a native of the city (Colossians 4:12), and also got the message 
out to neighboring towns in the Lycus Valley like Hierapolis and 
Laodicea (Colossians 4:13).
ii. Perhaps Epaphras heard the gospel himself when Paul was in 
Ephesus. As Paul taught in the lecture hall of Tyrannus, all the 
residents of Asia heard the word of the Lord (Acts 19:10). It would 
not be surprising if some people from Colosse heard the gospel at 
that time.
iii. Historically, Colosse was a prosperous city, and famous (along 
with other cities in its region) for its fabric dyes. Yet by Paul’s time 
the glory it had as a city was on the decline.
iv. Adam Clarke adds an interesting comment: “That this city per-
ished by an earthquake, a short time after the date of this epistle, 
we have the testimony of Eusebius.” Tacitus also mentioned this 
earthquake, which happened around a.d. 60.
f. Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ: Paul’s greeting was familiar but heartfelt. “Grace is 
God’s unconditioned goodwill toward men and women which is 
decisively expressed in the saving work of Christ.” (Bruce)
i. This letter – full of love and concern, written to a church Paul 
had neither planted nor visited – shows the power of Christian 
love. Paul didn’t need to see or meet or directly know these Chris-
tians in order to love them and be concerned for them.

Carrots, Eggs, & Coffee Beans
A young woman went to her mother and told her about her life 
and how things were so hard for her. She did not know how she 
was going to make it and wanted to give up. She was tired of 
fighting and struggling. It seemed as one problem was solved a 
new one arose.

Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three pots with wa-
ter. In the first, she placed carrots, in the second she placed eggs 
and the last, ground coffee beans. She let them sit and boil with-
out saying a word. In about twenty minutes she turned off the 
burners. She fished the carrots out and placed them in a bowl. She 
pulled the eggs out and placed them in a bowl. Then she ladled 
the coffee out and placed it in a bowl. Turning to her daughter, she 
asked, “Tell me what do you see?”
“Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” she replied.
She brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. The 
daughter did and noted that they were soft.
She then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off 
the shell, she observed the hard-boiled egg.

Finally, she asked her to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled, as 
she tasted its rich aroma. The daughter then asked. “What’s the 
point, mother?” Her mother explained that each of these objects 
had faced the same adversity - boiling water - but each reacted 
differently. The carrot went in strong, hard and unrelenting. How-
ever after being subjected to the boiling water, it softened and 
became weak.
The egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had protected its liq-
uid interior. But, after sitting through the boiling water, its inside 
became hardened.
The ground coffee beans were unique, however. After they were 
in the boiling water they had changed the water.
“Which are you?” she asked her daughter. “When adversity 
knocks on your door, how do you respond? Are you a carrot, an 
egg, or a coffee bean?”
Think of this: Which am I?
Am I the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity, 
do I wilt and become soft and lose my strength? Am I the egg 
that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with the heat? Did 
I have a fluid spirit, but after a death, a breakup, a financial hard-
ship or some other trial, have I become hardened and stiff? Does 
my shell look the same, but on the inside am I bitter and tough 
with a stiff spirit and a hardened heart? Or am I like the coffee 
bean? The bean actually changes the hot water, the very circum-
stance that brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it releases 
the fragrance and flavor.
If you are like the bean, when things are at their worst, you get 
better and change the situation around you. When the hours are 
the darkest and trials are their greatest, do you elevate to another 
level? How do you handle adversity? ARE YOU A CARROT, AN 
EGG, OR A COFFEE BEAN?
Don’t tell GOD how big your storm is. Tell the storm how big 
your GOD is!

grey cup 2016


