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Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday September 11, 2016

Sunday before Exaltation tone 8
Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18  Gospel: John 3:13-17

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Sept 11  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Sept 12  NO LITURGY 
Tues Sept 13  NO LITURGY 
Wed Sept 14  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Sept 15              NO LITURGY          
Fri Sept 16  NO LITURGY
Sat  Sept 17  NO LITURGY 
Sun Sept 18   9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: In our midst pg 15 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Having shared pg 7 (2 verses) 

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Horej-
da, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. Yurij and 
of all who are in the need of the 
gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

How come they don’t sing “Happy Birthday” in the delivery room?

Doctor: Did you take those pills I gave you last month?
Me: The package said “Take on an empty stomach” so, not yet.

On Sunday, July 17, 2016 
HiS ExcEllEncy BiSHOp Bryan 

Bayda, c.SS.r. OrdianEd VaSyl 
TymiSHak TO THE diacOnTE aT SS. 

cyril & mETHOdiuS cHurcH in iVanO 
FrankiVSk.
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HTTpS://yOuTu.BE/BqanJpr3iWu

UCWLC members!
Meeting today  

following coffee.

God so loved the world . . . (John 3:16)

If you have ever used dietary supplements, you’ve likely seen this 
disclaimer on the package: “This product is not intended to diag-
nose, treat, cure, or prevent any disease.” The manufacturers want 
you to know that they are not legally liable if their product does 
not help you. They want you to understand what the product can’t 
do as well as what it can do.
In today’s Gospel reading, we find another disclaimer of sorts: 
“God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but that the world might be saved through him” (John 3:17). John 
probably included this verse so that no one could misunderstand 
the message that came just before it: “God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son” (3:16). John wants us to be absolutely clear 
on what Jesus came to do—and what he did not come to do.
John’s disclaimer is just as necessary today as it was in the first 
century. So many people have a negative view of the gospel. They 
fear God, picturing him as angry and vengeful, eager to punish the 
slightest misstep. We can hear the words “so that everyone who 
believes in him might not perish” as restrictive (John 3:16). The 
threat of perishing can loom large, and the stakes—“everlasting 
life”—can seem so high. “What if I don’t believe strongly enough? 
What if I do something wrong and end up condemned to hell?”
And so comes John’s disclaimer: God didn’t send Jesus to con-
demn anyone. He sent him to save us. And not only us, but the 
whole world. That’s about as expansive, generous, and hope filled 
as you can get!
So whenever you’re feeling condemned, remember this truth. 
When you realize you’ve sinned or when you remember sins of 
the past, repeat this to yourself: “God gave Jesus to save me, not to 
condemn me.” Let this verse become your mantra. The more you 
repeat it, the more it will settle into your spirit and the more free 
and joyful you will feel!
“Father, thank you for redeeming me! Help me to always see my-
self and other people in the light of your generosity and mercy.”

†In Memoriam†
We extend condolences to the 
family of †Pete Okraincee of 
Glentworth who entered eter-

nal rest last week.
Vichnaya Pamiat

2016 Eparchial Appeal
The results are in and Moose 
Jaw once again was awesome.
Parish goal $2475
Collected/pledged $3700
Rebate to parish $918.75
Thank you to everyone for your 
generosity.
Eparchy wide
Collected/pledged $187,537
Rebates to the parishes that ex-
ceeded their goal $26,810
Net $160,727
Family units contributing 30%
Thank you again for your sup-
port. We will continue to stand 
together in faith and hope for 
our  Church .          



to be continued

Living Icons of Christ
As mediator, a priest has the privilege of joining the human with 
the divine. He presents the calling and commands of God to the 
people—his desire that we partake in his body and blood, his in-
vitation for us to receive his love, and his call that we follow him 
and his teachings. At the same time, he also presents our needs and 
requests to God—our praise, our petitions, and the sacrifices we 
make. Just as Jesus did, he acts as our go-between.
But priests offer their own lives as well. By making this very per-
sonal offering, they reaffirm their calling and their dedication to 
God. They present themselves to their heavenly Father as a sac-
rifice for the sake of the church and its people. United with the 
perfect sacrifice of Christ, the priest’s imperfect sacrifice of his life 
brings him closer to the Lord and gives him continued grace for 
his ministry.
Furthermore, when the priest offers the Eucharist, he is not only 
joining his life with the sacrifice of bread and wine. He is offering 
our lives to the Lord as well. All our sins, all our fears and failings, 
all our hopes and dreams—they are all gathered in the bread and 
brought before our heavenly Father, who accepts us warmly and 
holds us close to his heart.
A Divine Exchange in His Memory. 
Jesus once said: “Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” 
(Matthew 10:39). During the Offertory, we give our lives to the 
Lord—represented by the gifts we place on the altar. Then, when 
we approach the same altar at communion, we receive Jesus’ own 
divine, risen life into our bodies and into our hearts. At this divine 
exchange, something very powerful happens. Not only do we give 
ourselves to Jesus and receive his life: We receive our own lives 
back from him—the very lives that we gave to the Lord during 
the Offertory. In effect by “losing ourselves” in Jesus, we “find 
ourselves” in him. But the life we find in him is now transformed; 
it is no longer the same life we offered up to him.
Jesus was put to death, and he was raised to life three days later. 
A similar human-divine exchange occurs every time we celebrate 
the Mass. At communion, we can experience what it is like to be 
brought closer to Jesus, to be lifted up with him. We know it in 
our hearts by the reverence we feel at communion. We know it 
because we can feel his presence in our bodies. We know we have 
been transformed!
This is why Jesus ordained priests on the night before he died—
so that we might continue to “do this” in his memory, so that we 
might continually offer our lives to him, share in his gifts to us, and 
receive back from him lives that are transformed and lifted up to 
his divine presence.
A Year for Priests. 
Brothers and sisters, as we continue in this Year for Priests, let’s 
try to look on each priest as an icon of Christ, especially when he 
is celebrating Mass. It can be easy to reduce priests to the status 
of “good men” dedicated to a noble cause. But God wants to lift 
our vision so that we can see Jesus at work through his servant, 
through an imperfect man who has been set apart by him and for 
him.

Pope Francis’ Homily during Canonization

“I think, perhaps, we may have some difficulty in calling her “Saint 
Teresa”: her holiness is so near to us, so tender and so fruitful that 
we continual to spontaneously call her ‘Mother Teresa.’”

Pope Francis deviated from his prepared text to say this during his 
homily at the canonization of Blessed Mother Teresa, held in St. 
Peter’s Square this morning (Sept 4, 2016).

In his homily, Francis prayed, “May this tireless worker of mercy 
help us increasingly to understand that our only criterion for action 
is gratuitous love, free from every ideology and all obligations, 
offered freely to everyone without distinction of language, culture, 
race or religion.”

Mother Teresa loved to say, he recalled: ‘Perhaps I don’t speak 
their language, but I can smile.’

“Let us carry her smile in our hearts and give it to those whom 
we meet along our journey, especially those who suffer. In this 
way, we will open up opportunities of joy and hope for our many 
brothers and sisters who are discouraged and who stand in need of 
understanding and tenderness.”

God’s Will in Our Lives

The Holy Father also had the some 120,000 gathered for the can-
onization think about their own lives: “Our task is to perceive the 
call of God and then to do his will. But in order to do his will, we 
must ask ourselves, “What is God’s will in my life?”

He reminded them that, in order to ascertain the call of God, we 
must ask ourselves and understand what pleases God.

“God is pleased by every act of mercy,” he said, “because in the 
brother or sister that we assist, we recognize the face of God 
which no one can see (cf. Jn 1:18). Each time we bend down to 
the needs of our brothers and sisters, we give Jesus something to 
eat and drink; we clothe, we help, and we visit the Son of God 
(cf. Mt 25:40).”

Given this, the Jesuit Pontiff urged all faithful to translate that 
which they invoke in prayer and profess in faith into concrete acts.

No Alternative to Charity

“There is no alternative to charity: those who put themselves at 
the service of others, even when they don’t know it, are those who 
love God 

However, he warned, the Christian life “is not merely extending 
a hand in times of need.” If it is just this, Francis warned, it can 
certainly still be “a lovely expression of human solidarity which 
offers immediate benefits, but it is sterile because it lacks roots.”

On the contrary, the Pope underscored, the task which the Lord 
gives us is the ‘vocation to charity.’

“Following Jesus is a serious task, and, at the same time, one is 
filled with joy; it takes a certain daring and courage to recognize 

the divine Master in the poorest of the poor and to give oneself in 
their service,” he said, adding: “In order to do so, volunteers, who 
out of love of Jesus serve the poor and the needy, do not expect 
any thanks or recompense; rather they renounce all this because 
they have discovered true love.”


