
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday September 25, 2016

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost tone 2
Epistle: 2Corinthians 11:31-12:9  Gospel: Luke 6:31-36

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Sept 25  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Sept 26  NO LITURGY 
Tues Sept 27  NO LITURGY 
Wed Sept 28  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Sept 29              NO LITURGY          
Fri Sept 30  NO LITURGY
Sat  Oct 1  NO LITURGY 
Sun Oct 2   9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 3 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: God Our Father pg. 72 (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Horej-
da, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. Yurij and 
of all who are in the need of the 
gift of health.

Mark the date
Moose Jaw and district to 

participate in a pilgrimage to 
Regina (St Basil) on the oc-
casion of the  Year of Mercy.

Date: Saturday                                         
October 15

Time: 10:30 a.m.
What: confession, commu-

nion, prayer for the intention 
of the Holy Father.

Everyone is encouraged to 
participate.

What is a plenary indul-
gence?
The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church describes 
an indulgence as “a re-
mission before God of the 
temporal punishment due 
to sins whose guilt has al-
ready been forgiven, which 
the faithful Christian who is 
duly disposed gains under 
certain prescribed condi-
tions through the action of 
the Church.
Like all previous Jubilees, 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy 
features a very special 
plenary indulgence (the 
complete remission of all 
temporal punishment due 
to sin.)
To acquire,com a plenary 
indulgence, it is necessary 
to fulfill the following three 

conditions: sacramental confession, Eucharistic Commu-
nion, and prayer for the intention of the Sovereign Pontiff.

It is appropriate, but not necessary, that the sacramental 
Confession and especially Holy Communion and the prayer 
for the Pope’s intentions take place on the same day. Prayer 
for the Pope’s intentions is left to the choice of the faithful, 
but an Our Father and a Hail Mary are suggested.
*******************************************************************

It is not clear when the Golden Rule was first expressed or by 
whom. The Old Testament book of Leviticus, which was written 
in about 1400 B.C., says in verse 18, chapter 19: “Love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.” The Chinese philosopher Confucius, who lived 
from 551–479 B.C., is said to have written, “Do not do to others 
that which we do not want them to do to us.” A Hindu text writ-
ten in about the same time period, the Mahabharata, includes the 
phrase, “Do not unto others which would cause pain if done to 
you.” Similar concepts are expressed in Taoism, Buddhism, Zoro-
astrianism and many other religions and philosophies.
In Literature
The Golden Rule also has been found in ancient texts from Greece, 
Egypt, Babylon, Persia, India and other countries. Not all of these 
texts are expressly religious or philosophical. For example, in 
Homer’s Odyssey, which is believed to have been written some-
time in 600-800 B.C., one character states, “I will be as careful for 
you as I should be for myself in the same need.”
Interpretations
Despite this concept’s stated goal of treating others as equals, 
people throughout history have applied other interpretations to 
the Golden Rule. For example, some people and cultures have not 
considered certain other people as worthy of being treated accord-
ing to the Golden Rule, such as their enemies, members of other 
cultures or people who have committed offenses or wrongdoings. 
In other cases, people have interpreted this concept as simply an 
admonishment to avoid hurting others rather than an appeal to do 
something good for them.
Reciprocation and Reward

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

ThoughT du Jour

When I see lovers’ names carved in a tree, I don’t think it’s sweet. 
I just think it’s surprising how many people bring a knife on a date.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

TODAY is Catechist Sunday. 
Bishop Stasiuk CSsR has writ-
ten a letter on this topic. You 
may access it at skeparchy.org



In general, the intent of the Golden Rule is to promote empathy. 
By considering how kindly one might like to be treated, he or she 
can then be empathetic in the treatment of others. No matter how 
someone treats others, however, there is no guarantee that the same 
behavior will be reciprocated, or given back. As such, those who 
follow this rule often do so in the hope that, someday, each person 
will treat everyone else with kindness and will receive kindness 
from others. Others might do so in the hope that their treatment of 
others will bring about good karma or blessings, even if their em-
pathy is not reciprocated by everyone with whom they associate.

When Prayer Is a Struggle
Three questions to consider

Prayer is not a last resort. It’s not what we do after we read the self-
help books, after we go to the specialists, or after we surf the Inter-
net. Prayer is our lifeline to God. This is why Jesus said, “Seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be given you” (Matthew 6:33). It’s why he said, “Come to me, all 
you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest” (11:28).
So why is prayer often so difficult? We believe that Jesus is real. 
We believe he is present in the Eucharist. We believe that everyone 
who is baptized is a “temple of God,” and that the Spirit of God 
lives in us ?(1 Corinthians 3:16). We believe that prayer is vital 
to our Christian lives. So why do we find it so hard to pray? Why 
do we sometimes get so distracted when we try to pray? Here are 
some possibilities:
Have I lost my first love? In the Book of Revelation, Jesus warns 
the believers in Ephesus, “I know your works, your labor, and your 
endurance… . You have not grown weary. Yet I hold this against 
you: You have lost the love you had at first” (Revelation 2:2-4).
These words tell us that it is possible to be working very hard for 
the sake of the kingdom of God, and yet lose our passion for the 
One for whom we are laboring. The people to whom Jesus was 
speaking here were active members of their church, and yet they 
had lost sight of what was meant to be at the heart of their faith: 
love for Jesus.
How easy it can be to slip into a functional and duty-driven ap-
proach to our faith! How easy to let the passion we once knew for 
Jesus fade away! It’s like a couple who, having been married for 
a number of years, have let all the necessary responsibilities of 
work, child-rearing, and community involvement overshadow the 
romance they once enjoyed with each other.
Are my priorities out of order? It may be an old adage, but it 
remains true: Time is a statement of our priorities. Jesus told a par-
able about people who were invited to a banquet but failed to show 
up (Luke 14:16- 24). One invitee chose to check on his real estate 
holdings instead. Another wanted to see the new yoke of oxen he 
had bought. And a third had just got married and was too absorbed 
in his marriage. How sad! All three allowed self-centered—even 
if good and necessary—interests to obscure the greatness of the 
invitation they had received.
Where does God’s invitation stand on our list of priorities? Jesus 
does not want our leftovers, our token prayers, or just our spare 
time. He wants us to accept his invitation and put him first. The 
demands and responsibilities of this world are very real, but that 
doesn’t mean that we can afford to put aside Jesus’ invitation.
Jesus wants to spend quality time with us every day. When we 
consider ourselves too busy for him, we are really saying that our 

relationship with him is not a top priority.
Why do I feel so dry? Dry prayer discourages us. It can lead us to 
question our faith, or even to question God himself. At one point 
in their history, it seems that the Israelites had a similar attitude. 
Speaking through his prophet, God complained about them: “They 
seek me day after day, and desire to know my ways… . They ask 
me to declare what is due them. ‘Why do we fast, and you do not 
see it? Afflict ourselves, and you take no note of it?’” (Isaiah 58:2-
3). Like the Israelites, we can tell Jesus, “I try to avoid sin, I try to 
do good. I’ve been faithful to you. But you still don’t answer me.”
The problem with these Israelites—and it may be our situation as 
well—was that despite their participation in the external religious 
rituals of ancient Israel, they continued to do as they pleased (Isa-
iah 58:3). Perhaps, like the Israelites, our dryness in prayer comes 
because we are not as open to God as we like to think we are. 
Perhaps we have too much confidence in our plans for our lives 
and consequently are not all that interested in what God may be 
calling us to.
James said, “You ask but do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 
to spend it on your passions” (James 4:3). Jesus wants us to come 
to him with a pure and humble heart. He wants us to tell him, “Je-
sus, I want what you want; I will do what you say. I do not want 
my ways over your ways.”
On the other hand, dry times of prayer may be the result of God 
testing us. Perhaps God is asking us to trust him more deeply. The 
very reason for the test is to see if we will give up on him. But 
the answer to dry prayer is not to stop praying. On the contrary, 
the best thing we can do is persevere, knowing that we will find a 
breakthrough if we hold fast to our hope until the end.
Trust Jesus. Jesus taught us: “All that you ask for in prayer, be-
lieve that you will receive it and it shall be yours” (Mark 11:24). 
Jesus wants us to know that he will answer our prayer because he 
wants to guide us in every way. He is faithful, and he will do it!


