
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE! Sunday February 28, 2016

Third Sunday of Lent pg 41 tone 7
Epistle: Hebrews 4:14-16;5:1-6  Gospel: Mark 8:34 - 9:1 

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І  Є, І БУДЕ!

Sun Feb 28  10:00 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
 
Mon Feb 29  NO LITURGY
Tues Mar 1  NO LITURGY 
Wed Mar 2  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Mar 3              NO LITURGY          
Fri Mar 4  7 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Sat  Mar 5  NO LITURGY
Sun Mar 6  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: God our  father p. 72 (2 verses) 
Closing Hymn: To your cross

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Suffering from truth decay? Brush up on your Bible.
Why do we press harder on the buttons of a remote control when 
the batteries are dead?
Why is abbreviated such a long word?

Stations of the Cross on  Friday 
at 7 p.m. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Today following Liturgy.

Come and get it

LAST CHANCE
Did you place your advance 
orders for Easter baking?This 
year there will not be a Bake 
Sale day. There will only be 
advance sales. Deadline for ad-
vance orders (for parishioners 
and public) is February 29
Contacts 
Gloria Leniuk 692-1550
Betty Lys 692-1427

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet 

Friday March 4, 6 p.m. Church 
of our Lady
FOR TICKETS
694-4111 or 694-0512
Adults $20

May 6&7
Garage, bake & plant sale
Church of our Lady Hall
Items can be delivered to Hall 
on Thursday May 5 after 1 p.m.
Newsletter on table in vestibule

On the Third Sunday of Great and Holy Lent, the Orthodox Church 
commemorates the Precious and Life-Giving Cross of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. Services include a special veneration of 
the Cross, which prepares the faithful for the commemoration of 
the Crucifixion during Holy Week.
The commemoration and ceremonies of the Third Sunday of Lent 
are closely parallel to the feast of the Veneration of the Cross (Sep-
tember 14). Not only does the Sunday of the Holy Cross prepare us 
for commemoration of the Crucifixion, but it also reminds us that 
the whole of Lent is a period when we are crucified with Christ.
As we have “crucified the flesh with its passions and desires” (Ga-
latians 5:24), and will have mortified ourselves during these forty 
days of the Fast, the precious and life-giving Cross is now placed 
before us to refresh our souls and encourage us who may be filled 
with a sense of bitterness, resentment, and depression. The Cross 
reminds us of the Passion of our Lord, and by presenting to us His 
example, it encourages us to follow Him in struggle and sacri-
fice, being refreshed, assured, and comforted. In other words, we 
must experience what the Lord experienced during His Passion 
- being humiliated in a shameful manner. The Cross teaches us 
that through pain and suffering we shall see the fulfillment of our 
hopes: the heavenly inheritance and eternal glory.
As they who walk on a long and hard way and are bowed down by 
fatigue find great relief and strengthening under the cool shade of 
a leafy tree, so do we find comfort, refreshment, and rejuvenation 
under the Life-giving Cross, which our Fathers “planted” on this 
Sunday. Thus, we are fortified and enabled to continue our Lenten 
journey with a light step, rested and encouraged.
Or, as before the arrival of the king, his royal standards, trophies, 
and emblems of victory come in procession and then the king him-
self appears in a triumphant parade, jubilant and rejoicing in his 
victory and filling those under him with joy, so does the Feast of 
the Cross precede the coming of our King, Jesus Christ. It warns 
us that He is about to proclaim His victory over death and appear 
to us in the glory of the Resurrection. His Life-Giving Cross is His 
royal scepter, and by venerating it we are filled with joy, render-
ing Him glory. Therefore, we become ready to welcome our King, 
who shall manifestly triumph over the powers of darkness.
The present feast has been placed in the middle of Great Lent for 

Easter Confession
Thursday March 17 @ 7 p.m.

Sorokousty
Booklets are set out on the back 
bench. Please update as neces-
sary. We will commemorate 
your loved ones after Stations 
on Fridays. Stipend $10

To Your Cross, o master, we bow in 
veneration
And we glorify your holy ressurec-
tion



Prayer of St. Ephrem
O Lord and Master of my life! Keep from me the spirit of indifference 
and discouragement, lust of power, and idle chatter. 
 
Instead grant to me, your servant, the spirit of wholeness of being, 
humble mindedness, patience, and love. 

O Lord and King! Grant me the grace to be aware of my sins and not 
to judge my brother, for you are blessed now and for ever and ever. 
Amen

MESSAGE  OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR 
LENT 2016
 
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” (Mt 9:13). The works of 
mercy on the road of the Jubilee
3. The works of mercy
God’s mercy transforms human hearts; it enables us, through the 
experience of a faithful love, to become merciful in turn. In an ever 
new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in our lives, inspiring each 
of us to love our neighbour and to devote ourselves to what the 
Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and corporal works of mercy. 
These works remind us that faith finds expression in concrete ev-
eryday actions meant to help our neighbours in body and spirit: by 
feeding, visiting, comforting and instructing them. On such things 
will we be judged. For this reason, I expressed my hope that “the 
Christian people may reflect on the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy; this will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often 
grown dull in the face of poverty, and to enter more deeply into the 
heart of the Gospel where the poor have a special experience of 
God’s mercy” (ibid., 15). For in the poor, the flesh of Christ “be-
comes visible in the flesh of the tortured, the crushed, the scourged, 
the malnourished, and the exiled… to be acknowledged, touched, 
and cared for by us” (ibid.). It is the unprecedented and scandalous 
mystery of the extension in time of the suffering of the Innocent 
Lamb, the burning bush of gratuitous love. Before this love, we 
can, like Moses, take off our sandals (cf. Ex 3:5), especially when 
the poor are our brothers or sisters in Christ who are suffering for 
their faith.
In the light of this love, which is strong as death (cf. Song 8:6), 
the real poor are revealed as those who refuse to see themselves 
as such. They consider themselves rich, but they are actually the 
poorest of the poor. This is because they are slaves to sin, which 
leads them to use wealth and power not for the service of God and 
others, but to stifle within their hearts the profound sense that they 
too are only poor beggars. The greater their power and wealth, 
the more this blindness and deception can grow. It can even reach 
the point of being blind to Lazarus begging at their doorstep (cf. 
Lk 16:20-21). Lazarus, the poor man, is a figure of Christ, who 
through the poor pleads for our conversion. As such, he represents 
the possibility of conversion which God offers us and which we 

may well fail to see. Such blindness is often accompanied by the 
proud illusion of our own omnipotence, which reflects in a sinister 
way the diabolical “you will be like God” (Gen 3:5) which is the 
root of all sin. This illusion can likewise take social and political 
forms, as shown by the totalitarian systems of the twentieth centu-
ry, and, in our own day, by the ideologies of monopolizing thought 
and technoscience, which would make God irrelevant and reduce 
man to raw material to be exploited. This illusion can also be seen 
in the sinful structures linked to a model of false development 
based on the idolatry of money, which leads to lack of concern for 
the fate of the poor on the part of wealthier individuals and societ-
ies; they close their doors, refusing even to see the poor.
For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this Jubilee Year is a 
favourable time to overcome our existential alienation by listen-
ing to God’s word and by practising the works of mercy. In the 
corporal works of mercy we touch the flesh of Christ in our broth-
ers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered, visited; in 
the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, forgiveness, 
admonishment and prayer – we touch more directly our own sin-
fulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy must never be 
separated. By touching the flesh of the crucified Jesus in the suffer-
ing, sinners can receive the gift of realizing that they too are poor 
and in need. By taking this path, the “proud”, the “powerful” and 
the “wealthy” spoken of in the Magnificat can also be embraced 
and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord who died and rose 
for them. This love alone is the answer to that yearning for infinite 
happiness and love that we think we can satisfy with the idols of 
knowledge, power and riches. Yet the danger always remains that 
by a constant refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ 
who knocks on them in the poor, the proud, rich and powerful 
will end up condemning themselves and plunging into the eternal 
abyss of solitude which is Hell. The pointed words of Abraham 
apply to them and to all of us: “They have Moses and the proph-
ets; let them hear them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening will 
best prepare us to celebrate the final victory over sin and death of 
the Bridegroom, now risen, who desires to purify his Betrothed in 
expectation of his coming.
Let us not waste this season of Lent, so favourable a time for con-
version! We ask this through the maternal intercession of the Vir-
gin Mary, who, encountering the greatness of God’s mercy freely 
bestowed upon her, was the first to acknowledge her lowliness 
(cf. Lk 1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant (cf. Lk 
1:38).
From the Vatican, 4 October 2015 Feast of Saint Francis of Assisi
FRANCIS

another reason. The Fast can be likened to the spring of Marah 
whose waters the children of Israel encountered in the wil-
derness. This water was undrinkable due to its bitterness but 
became sweet when the Holy Prophet Moses dipped the wood 
into its depth. Likewise, the wood of the Cross sweetens the 
days of the Fast, which are bitter and often grievous because 
of our tears. Yet Christ comforts us during our course through 
the desert of the Fast, guiding and leading us by His hand to 
the spiritual Jerusalem on high by the power of His Resur-
rection.
Moreover, as the Holy Cross is called the Tree of Life, it is 
placed in the middle of the Fast, as the ancient tree of life was 
placed in the middle of the garden of Eden. By this, our Holy 
Fathers wished to remind us of Adam’s gluttony as well as the 
fact that through this Tree has condemnation been abolished. 
Therefore, if we bind ourselves to the Holy Cross, we shall 
never encounter death but shall inherit life eternal


