
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIFY HIM! Sunday January 3, 2016

 Theophahy pg 14
Epistle: Titus 2:11-3:4-7  Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17   

ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ 
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО

Sun Jan 3  10:00 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon Jan 4  9:00 a.m. †Steve Deschytza Int Dianne Deschytza
Tues Jan 5  NO LITURGY 
Wed Jan 6  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Jan 7              NO LITURGY          
Fri Jan 8  NO LITURGY
Sat  Jan 9  NO LITURGY
Sun Jan 10  NO LITURGY

Opening Hymn: Бог предвічний (2 verses) 
Closing Hymn:

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, and of all who are 
in the need of the gift of health.

t

Fr. Yurij and Dorothy will be 
away Jan 5-26 inclusive.
In case of urgent necessity 
please contact:
Mark Lazurko 306-694-5746
Fr. Andrei Kachur 306-551-
1512
Fr. Rick Krofchek 306-694-
1944
You may contact Fr.Yurij 
306-681-9364 (local call from 
MJaw; 1-306-681-9364 outside 
of MJaw)
Please note: there is NO LIT-
URGY in Moose Jaw or district                                                 
on Jan 10, 17 or 24. Please 
fulfill your Sunday obligation at 
St. Joseph’s or COOL.
Regular Sunday Liturgy Jan 31 
@ 9:30 a.m.

ThoughT du Jour

The odds of going to the store for a loaf of bread and com-
ing out with ONLY a loaf of bread are three billion to one
.                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Prosphora Dinner
Today is the day for our annual 
Prosphora Dinner. All are in-
vited.

Prayer Intentions for January
Universal:  Interreligious Di-
alogue
That sincere dialogue among 
men and women of different 
faiths may produce the fruits of 
peace and justice.
Evangelization: Christian Uni-
ty
That by means of dialogue and 
fraternal charity and with the 
grace of the Holy Spirit, Chris-
tians may overcome divisions.

The Baptism of Jesus
Jesus left Nazareth, until he reached Bethany beyond the Jordan 
and went to John for baptism. Jesus joined in the line of penitents 
asking for baptism, yet he was pure, free from all sin. He was the 
one who would say to the Jews, “Who among you can provide 
evidence that I have committed a sin.” John knew of Jesus from 
the revelation and inspiration of the Holy Spirit (John 1:32). John, 
however, objected to baptizing Jesus saying, “I am the one that 
needs you to baptize me!” But upon Jesus’ continued insistence, 
John acquiesced and baptized Jesus in the Jordan River. Therefore, 
the water of the Jordan River became holy and all the waters that 
flow along the baptism site were purified, reviving the souls of 
people at every place and time.
As Jesus was coming out of the water, he saw the heavens open 
up and the Holy Spirit descending like a dove. He heard a voice 
from above say, “You are my beloved son with whom I am well-
pleased.” Then the Spirit took Jesus into the wilderness where he 
remained for forty days, and where Satan tempted him. In the wil-
derness Jesus dwelt among the wild beasts, but the angels looked 
after him.
After Jesus came back from the wilderness to Bethany beyond the 
Jordan, He found John sitting with two of his students. When John 
saw Jesus he said to his students, “This is the Lamb of God who 
will take away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29) Hearing this, the 
two students decided to follow Jesus and were in turn followed by 
three others, among them Peter.
Jesus carried the torch of faith from John the Baptist, the torch 
that had also been carried by Moses, Elijah and the other prophets. 
From Bethany beyond the Jordan Jesus declared the good news of 
God, saying, “The Hour draws near and the Kingdom of God is at 
hand! So, repent and have faith in the good news of God!”
After returning to Jerusalem, a dispute arose between Jesus and 
the Jews during the festival of the renovation of the Temple. When 
this happened Jesus fled back across the Jordan to Bethany where 
John was still baptizing. The people warmly received Jesus and 
many came to him from the surrounding towns and villages, They 
brought their sick to him. He cured them, and many people came 
to believe in him.

Attention UCWLC members
The 2016 membership ($20 + 
$2 flower fund) is now due and 
payable to Betty Lys. Please 
take care of this item.



to be continued

Бог предвічий народився

прийшов днесь і з неБес

ЩоБ спасти люд свій ввесь

і утішив вся

в вифлиємі народився

месія Христос наш

і пан наш для всіХ нас

нам народився

+ What is a Jubilee Year?
Jubilee years are held typically 
every 25 or 50 years and usu-
ally focus on themes of remis-
sion of sin, mercy, reconcilia-
tion, and sacramental penance. 
Jubilee years are meant to 
provide a deeper opportunity 
for individuals to grow in their 
faith. In 1300 A.D., Pope Boni-
face VII, in response to suffer-
ing from war and plague, pro-
claimed a year of forgiveness 
of all sings. Since then, Jubilee 
years have been proclaimed 26 
times throughout the Church’s 
history. The last Jubilee year 
was in the year 2000. Most Ju-
bilee years are accompanied by 
plenary indulgences and begin 
with opening of the Holy Door 
in St Peter’s Basilica at the Vat-
ican—a symbol of an extraordi-
nary journey toward salvation

+ What is a Holy Door?
A Holy Door is an entrance lo-
cated in the Major basilicas in 
Rome. These doors are typical-
ly sealed by mortar and cement 
but are opened during Jubilee 
years. Many faithful pilgrims 
will enter through these doors 
to gain the plenary indulgenc-
es of that Jubilee year. During 
this Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, many other Holy Doors 
will be opened in churches and 
cathedrals across the world, 
although those doors have not 
been sealed.

+ What are indulgences?
Jubilee years also entail the 
granting of indulgences. Ac-
cording to the Code of Canon 
Law, an indulgence is a “”re-
mission before God of the tem-
poral punishment due to sins 

whose guilt has already been 
forgiven, which the faithful 
Christian who is duly disposed 
gains under certain prescribed 
conditions through the action of 
the Church which, as the min-
ister of redemption, dispenses 
and applies with authority the 
treasury of the satisfactions of 
Christ and the saints.” In Pope 
Francis’s statements on the Year 
of Mercy, he said, “”Hence, to 
live the indulgence of the Holy 
Year means to approach the Fa-
ther’s mercy with the certainty 
that his forgiveness extends to 
the entire life of the believer. To 
gain an indulgence is to experi-
ence the holiness of the Church, 
who bestows upon all the fruits 
of Christ’s redemption, so that 
God’s love and forgiveness 
may extend everywhere. Let us 
live this Jubilee intensely, beg-
ging the Father to forgive our 
sins and to bathe us in his mer-
ciful indulgence.”

+ What are Works of Mercy?
According to the Code of Can-
on Law, “the works of mercy 
are charitable actions by which 
we come to the aid of our 
neighbor in his spiritual and 
bodily necessities. Instructing, 
advising, consoling, comfort-
ing are spiritual works of mer-
cy, as are forgiving and bearing 
wrongs patiently. The corporal 
works of mercy consist espe-
cially in feeding the hungry, 
sheltering the homeless, cloth-
ing the naked, visiting the sick 
and imprisoned, and burying 
the dead.” In his announcement 
of the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 
Pope Francis said, “It is my 
burning desire that, during this 
Jubilee, the Christian people 
may reflect on the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy. It will 
be a way to reawaken our con-
science, too often grown dull in 
the face of poverty. And let us 
enter more deeply into the heart 
of the Gospel where the poor 
have a special experience of 
God’s mercy.

+ What is an Extraordinary 

Jubilee?
An Extraordinary Jubilee is de-
clared for an event, question, or 
theme of particular importance. 
These Extraordinary Jubilees 
do not impact the regular oc-
curance of Ordinary Jubilees. 
The first Extraordinary Jubi-
lee was declared on May 25th, 
1585, by Pope Sixtus V. Since 
then, there have been 63 such 
Jubilees with Pope Francis’s 
Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 
being the 64th.

+ Does the Year of Mercy per-
mit the forgiveness of abor-
tion?
Pope Francis believes abortion 
is one of the greatest tragedies 
of our modern era, one that has 
become too commonplace in 
society and has led to an overall 
lack of sensitivity to new life. 
In his recent letter announcing 
the Year of Mercy, he stated: 
“The forgiveness of God can-
not be denied to one who has 
repented, especially when that 
person approaches the Sacra-
ment of Confession with a sin-
cere heart in order to obtain rec-
onciliation with the Father. For 
this reason too, I have decided, 
notwithstanding anything to 
the contrary, to concede to all 
priests for the Jubilee Year the 
discretion to absolve of the sin 
of abortion those who have pro-
cured it and who, with contrite 
heart, seek forgiveness for it.”

Wishing you a healthy and  
blessed 2016. May God’s 
bountiful blessings be with 
you every day.

The Lord bless you and keep 
you! (Numbers 6:24)

How many New Year’s resolu-
tions have you come up with? 
How many do you think you’ll 
forget by the end of January? 
Every new year is filled with 
great promise, but it also has 
a fair bit of uncertainty. Who 
knows what the future holds? 
As Mary prepared to have her 

baby circumcised, she probably 
felt a similar mixture of antici-
pation and apprehension. “The 
angel didn’t give me too much 
detail. What will our future be 
like? Will my child be accept-
ed? Or rejected?”
But Mary answered her fears in 
the best way possible: she re-
called God’s faithfulness in the 
past and held onto the promise 
that God had made his own 
“resolution” to bless and keep 
his people.
She recalled how God reas-
sured Joseph that she had not 
been unfaithful. She recounted 
the way God had opened doors 
for her in Bethlehem so that she 
had a safe place to give birth. 
She remembered the shepherds 
and their stories of angelic 
visitors. God had protected her 
from shame; blessed her with 
a loving, faithful husband; and 
sent visitors at just the right 
time to remind her of his love 
and care. At every step of the 
way, God had blessed her and 
kept her, just as he had done for 
her people over the centuries. 
Why would he abandon her 
now?
What was last year like for 
you? It might have been just 
another year with the usual ups 
and downs. Or like Mary’s, it 
might have been a year of sig-
nificant changes and challeng-
es. Either way, take some time 
to recall one or two memorable 
situations. Try to see how the 
Lord has blessed you and kept 
you through them. Look for the 
ways he has proved his faithful-
ness to you. Let this “inspired 
remembering” fill you with 
hope for the year to come. Let 
it remind you that God, your 
heavenly Father, has resolved 
to love you and care for you all 
year long.
“Father, help me remember 
how you have blessed and kept 
me. Give me faith to entrust this 
new year to you.”


