
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday December 4, 2016

29th Sunday after Pentecost tone 4 
Epistle: Colossians 3:12-16 Gospel: Luke 17:12-19

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Dec 4  2:00 p.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Dec 5  NO LITURGY  
Tues Dec 6  NO LITURGY 
Wed Dec 7  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Dec 8              NO LITURGY          
Fri Dec 9  NO LITURGY
Sat  Dec 10  NO LITURGY 
Sun Dec 11   4:00 p.m. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: Almighry Father pg 1 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Grant us the grace pg 83 (3 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

Why does Santa Claus go down the chimney on Christmas Eve? 
Because it soots him.
 

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

We welcome Fr. Basil 
Malowany to Moose Jaw and 
thank him for coming for the 
Liturgy.
Prayer Intention for December
Universal: End to Child-Soldiers
That the scandal of child-soldiers 
may be eliminated the world over.
Evangelization: Europe
That the peoples of Europe may re-
discover the beauty, goodness, and 
truth of the Gospel which gives joy 
and hope to life.

Mark the Date and  Time
Next Sunday Dec 11

Liturgy at 4 p.m, followed by 
the Christmas potluck supper. 

Everyone invited. 
*******

Christmas service
Sunday Dec. 25, 2016 

10 a.m.  
Please note

There will be NO SERVICE on 
Christmas Eve in Moose Jaw.

Spread the word. 
*****

Blessing  of water
Sunday Jan 8, 2017 followed 

by the Prosphora Dinner.
Time: TBA

Salvation Army Christmas Fund
We have an opportunity to assist those less fortunate at Christ-
mas time. Please use the Christmas Fund envelopes provided. 

If donating by cheque, make it payable to Ukr. Catholic Church 
Moose Jaw. This collection will end on Sunday Dec 18. 

They all approached him and called out to him “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us.” They all obeyed his com-
mand to go show themselves to the priest. As we hear 
their retreating footsteps, let’s give them more respect 
than we usually do.  They’re heading in the direction he 
told them to head. They’re not heading for a bar, a house 
of ill repute or a casino. They headed for the priest, and 
this is, remember, before they have even seen any evi-
dence of their cleansing. They knew to whom to call 
out for healing. They believed him when he said it was 
a done deal, even before the evidence was before their 
eyes. And they did what he said. 

They were thinking ahead.

The purpose of visiting a priest after a cure was so the 
cured person could officially resume his place in so-
ciety. The nine lepers, presumably Jewish, had their 
minds on the future, on resuming the life they had left 
behind with the onset of illness. Their minds were full 
of scenes of reunion with wives, children, with reen-
try into market and synagogue.  There is no indication 
that their goals and future actions were anything but 
respectable and legal.

But they were lacking something. The one leper, the 
“foreigner,” who returned to thank God, was “made 
well,”  whereas the nine were merely “cleansed” or 
“healed”. 

In Luke’s context, he is making a point: Only the for-
eigner is grateful for the grace received. The others 
think solely of the benefits received.  The ungrateful  



nine exemplify the general attitude of the Jewish people 
toward Jesus’ mission. The Samaritan is prophetic of 
the future response of non Jews to the gospel. There 
is meant to be a connection in the reader’s mind be-
tween this account and the parable of the Good Samari-
tan, where, again, 2 Jews, their minds thinking ahead to 
their liturgical duties, neglect the wounded neighbor on 
the side of the road.

How does Jesus’ emphasis on gratitude impact our 
church, our life? Why is gratitude crucial church to 
wholeness of mind, body and spirit, to what the New 
Testament calls “salvation?” 

“Was no one found to return and give thanks to God 
except this foreigner?”

In his last set of catechesis on mercy, Pope Francis focused on 
the works of praying for the living and the dead, as well as bury-
ing the dead, insisting that since we are all part of one family in 
Christ, we must remember to pray constantly for one another. 

When we say “I believe in the communion of Saints” while reciting 
the Nicene Creed, “it’s a mystery that expresses the beauty of the 
mercy that Jesus revealed to us...all, living and dead, we are in 
communion.” 
 
This communion is “like a union: united in the community of the 
many who have received baptism,” he said, noting that since all of 
us by virtue of our same baptism “are the same family, united,” we 
must “pray for each other.” 
 
In his address, the Pope noted that while his weekly lessons on 
mercy, which culminated with the corporal and spiritual works of 
mercy, might be over, “mercy must continue! Let us thank the Lord 
for this and conserve it in our heart as a comfort and consolation.” 
 
Turning to the final spiritual work of mercy, which is to pray for the 
living and the dead, he said it is a natural complement for the last 
corporal work of mercy, which is to bury the dead.  
 
“There are those who risk their lives to bury the poor victims of 
war,” he said, and because of this, to bury the dead is a work of 
mercy which “is not far from our daily existence.”  
 
This work, Francis said, points to the burial of Jesus on Good Fri-
day. He noted how after Jesus’ death, a rich man named Joseph 
of Arimathea came and offered his own new tomb.  
 
“He went personally to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus: 
a true work of mercy done with great courage,” the Pope said, 
explaining that for Christians, “the burial is an act of piety, but also 
an act of great faith.”  
 
When it comes to praying for the dead, Francis said this work is 
above all a recognition of the witness the deceased left for us, and 
of “the good that they did. It is a thanksgiving to the Lord for hav-
ing given them and for their love and friendship.” 
 
Pope Francis pointed to how during each Mass, the Church 
pauses for a moment to remember those who have gone before 

us, noting that this prayer is a “simple” yet efficient and meaningful 
reminder, because in it we entrust our loved ones to God’s mercy.  
 
“We pray with Christian hope that they are with Him in paradise, 
in the expectation of being together again in that mystery of love 
that we don’t understand, but which we know is true because it is 
a promise that Jesus made,” he said. 
 
However, the Pope said that while it is good and necessary to 
remember the faithful departed, this shouldn’t make us forget “to 
also pray for the living, who together with us every day confront 
the trials of life.” 
 
There are many ways to pray for others, he said, noting how 
many mothers and fathers bless their children in the morning and 
at night.  
 
Pope Francis closed his address by repeating that while his cat-
echesis on mercy is over, we must pray “so that the corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy become increasingly the style of our life.” 
 
The catechesis “ends here. We made this path of the 14 works of 
mercy, but mercy must continue and we must practice it in these 
14 ways,” he said.

Our city needs volunteers to deliver meals to shut-ins in our com-
munity.  Please see the attached information.

 
“I was hungry and you gave me something to eat.”

Meals on Wheels is a service offered to Home Care clients who are 
unable to prepare nutritionally balanced meals for various reasons.
The hot meal is intended to provide a basic nutritional requirement 
appproximately10-15 clients receive the meals in their own homes 
in Moose Jaw on a daily basis.
The Dr. F.H. Wigmore Regional Hospital prepares the meals and 
has them ready for delivery by 11:45 a.m., Monday through Satur-
day including all statutory holidays. The meals are placed in con-
tainers with nametags and are color-coded into routes.
YOUR COMMITMENT
Do you have 1 hour to donate to our organization? We are looking 
for groups who are available to participate in our Meals on Wheels 
program.
Groups are prescheduled for the year and reminder letters are sent 
out a month in advance. The Meals on Wheels program runs from 
Monday to Saturday every week and each route takes approxi-
mately 45 minutes - 1 hour to comlete Ph. 306-691-6508


