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CHRIST IS AMONG US! 
HE IS AND WILL BE!

Sunday May 28, 2017
  Sunday of Nicean Fathers  pg 29

Epistle: Acts 20:16-18; 28-36	 	 Gospel: John 17:1-13

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС 
І Є І БУДЕ

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 3(2 verses)
Closing Hymn: As we leave pg 9

EVENTS & THINGS

1

ThoughT du Jour

I changed my password everywhere to ‘incorrect.’ That way when 
I forget it, it always reminds me, ‘Your password is incorrect. 

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak,  
Gloria Leniuk, Bronie Huska,  
Fr. Yurij and of all who are in 
the need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

Eparchial Appeal
Ends June 4

Submit forms to Mark La-
zurko or Crystal Zakaluzny

Sun   May 28  NOLITURGY. in  Moose Jaw - for UCWLC memb ers
   
Mon  May 29   NO LITURGY
Tues May 30  NO LITURGY
Wed May 31  NO LITURGY            
Thurs June 1  NO LITURGY
Fri June 2  NO LITURGY
Sat  June 3  NO LITURGY
Sun June 4  10 a.m. Moose Jaw - Pentecost                                                                                                                                                   

Liturgy
May 28 10 a.m.
June 4 10 a.m
June 11 1 p.m.

WUCWO Prayer Day
We will celebrate this today.
Also UCWLC Appreciation 

Day; pin presentation 

.

Save the Date
July 1, 2017 is the date 
of my retirement. Bishop 
Bryan has been advised 
of this. Liturgy on July 2                                                   
is at 10 a m. The  bishop 

will be present. Luncheon to 
follow.

Fr. Yurij

COVENANT OF CARE:  A 
volunteer training session 
will be held on Monday, 
June 12th at 6:30 p.m. at 
St. Athanasius auditorium.  
Deb Larmour and Norbert 
Wasylenko will be here to 
give a volunteer training 
presentation with case stud-
ies, a short presentation on 
liability insurance, and then 
questions and answers.  
This is open to ALL parishio-
ners who do volunteer work 
with the vulnerable.

The seventh Sunday after the Feast of Holy Pascha is observed 
by the Eastern Church as the Sunday of the Fathers of the First 
Ecumenical Council. This day commemorates the 318 God-bear-
ing Fathers who gathered in Nicaea in 325 at the request of the 
Emperor, Saint Constantine the Great, to address the heresy of 
Arianism together with other issues that concerned the unity of 
the Church.
Arius was a protopresbyter of the Church of Alexandria, and in 
315, he began to blaspheme against the Son of God sayin He was 
not the true God, consubstantial with the Father, but rather a work 
or creation of God and different from the essence and glory of 
the Father. He also taught that the Son of God had a beginning. 
These teachings shook the faithful at Alexandria. The Bishop of 
Alexandria, Alexander, attempted to correct Arius through admo-
nitions, cut him off from communion, and finally deposed him in 
321 through a local council. Arius continued with his heretical 
teachings, creating controversy and division in the churches of 
other cities, which led to a theological and ecclesiastical crisis 
throughout the Christian Church.
Moved with divine zeal and concern for unity, the Emperor Con-
stantine the Great, equal to the Apostles, summoned the First 
Ecumenical Council in Nicaea, a city of Bithynia. It was in this 
place that the bishops of the Church gathered in 325. All of them, 
with one mouth and one voice, declared that the Son and Word of 
God is one in essence with the Father, true God of true God. The 
Fathers composed the holy symbol of Faith, the Nicene Creed:
The Fathers also anathematized Arius for his heretical beliefs and 
teachings, cutting him off from the Church.
Recognizing the divine Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council as 
heralds of the Faith after the divine Apostles, the Church of Christ 
has appointed this present Sunday for their annual commemora-
tion, in thanksgiving and unto the glory of God, unto their praise 
and honor, and unto the strengthening of the true Faith.



CAIRO — Masked militants riding in three SUVs opened fire Fri-
day on a bus packed with Coptic Christians, including children, 
south of the Egyptian capital, killing at least 28 people and wound-
ing 22, the Interior Ministry said.
No group immediately claimed responsibility for the attack, the 
fourth to target Christians since December, but it bore the hall-
marks of ISIL. The attack came on the eve of the start of the Mus-
lim holy month of Ramadan.
Islamic militants have for years been waging an insurgency mostly 
centred in the restive northern part of Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula, al-
though a growing number of attacks have recently also taken place 
on the mainland.
The assault happened while the bus was travelling on a side road 
in the desert leading to the remote monastery of Saint Samuel the 
Confessor in Maghagha, in Minya governorate, about 220 kilome-
tres south of Cairo.
Security officials quoted witnesses as saying they saw between 
eight and 10 attackers, dressed in military uniforms and wearing 
masks. The victims were en route from the nearby province of 
Beni Suef to visit the monastery.
Security and medical officials, speaking on condition of anonym-
ity because they were not authorized to talk to reporters, said the 
death toll stood at 28 but feared it could rise further. According 
to Copts United news portal, only three children survived the at-
tack. It was not immediately known how many of the victims were 
children.
The surge in attacks targeting Christians in Egypt has added to the 
challenges facing President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi’s government as 
it struggles to contain the insurgency while pushing ahead with an 
ambitious and politically sensitive reform program to revive the 
country’s ailing economy that already has sent the cost of food and 
services soaring.
There was no immediate response from the government to Fri-
day’s attack, but it is likely to heighten security around churches, 
monasteries, schools and annual pilgrimages to remote Christian 
sites across the country.
On Wednesday, Egypt blocked access to nearly two dozen web-
sites it said were sympathetic to militants or spreading their 
ideology“The growing number of these terror attacks is not at all 
reassuring,” Fr. Rafic Greiche, the spokesman for the Egyptian 
Catholic church, told a local television station.
El-Sissi called for a meeting with top aides to discuss Friday’s at-
tack. Last month, he declared a three-month state of emergency 
following twin suicide bombings that struck two churches north of 
Cairo on Palm Sunday. In December, a suicide bomber targeted a 
Cairo church. The attacks left at least 75 dead and scores wounded 
and were claimed by IS, which later vowed more attacks against 
Christians.
Late last month, Pope Francis visited Egypt, in part to show his 
support for Christians in this Muslim majority Arab nation follow-
ing the December and April attacks.
During the trip, Francis paid tribute to the victims of the December 
bombing in Cairo’s St. Peter’s church, located in close proximity 
to Cairo’s St. Mark’s cathedral, the seat of the Coptic Orthodox 
Church. He visited the church, where he joined in prayers the spiri-
tual leader of Egypt’s Orthodox Christians, Pope Tawadros II, and 
leaders of other Christian churches in Egypt.
Following the pope’s visit, IS vowed to escalate attacks against 
Christians, urging Muslims to steer clear of Christian gatherings 

and Western embassies, saying they are targets for the group’s fol-
lowers.
Egypt’s Copts, the Middle East’s largest Christian community, 
have long complained of discrimination, as well as outright at-
tacks, at the hands of the country’s majority Muslim population. 
They account for about 10 per cent of Egypt’s 93 million people.
They rallied behind el-Sissi, a general-turned-president, when he 
in 2013 ousted his Islamist predecessor Mohammed Morsi, who 
hails from the Muslim Brotherhood group. Attacks on Christian 
homes, businesses and churches subsequently surged, especially in 
the country’s south, the heartland of Egypt’s Christians.

The Feast of the Ascension strikes many Christians as the poor 
relative of the two rather bigger celebrations which top and 
tail the long and joyful season of Eastertide: Easter itself, and 
Pentecost. 
In between our celebrations of the Lord’s Resurrection at Easter 
and of the gift of the Spirit to His disciples, the ‘birthday of the 
Church’ at Pentecost, we observe another feast: the Feast of the 
Ascension. For all the memorable imagery that the story of Jesus’s 
ascension into heaven evokes, it still strikes many Christians as a 
rather curious episode. Yet the event of the Ascension, which ap-
pears in both the New Testament books authored by Luke, serves 
as the narrative lynchpin of the grand story told by scripture. It 
is the culmination of every biblical event leading up to it and the 
condition of the drama that follows it.[1]
 Easter and Pentecost can be quickly established to be all about 
us: the promise of forgiveness and new life for us, the gift of the 
Spirit to us. The best answer I have been able to come up with is 
that Christ’s withdrawal brings about a new mode by which Christ 
can be present to us, intimate, yet universal and ‘interceding for 
us at the right hand of the Father’.
If you were to ask the same question to the New Testament scholar, 
For Tom Wright, the core truth of Christianity is that Jesus, and 
hence God, has become King. The crucified Nazarene has been 
raised by God to be the universal Lord. Christ’s rising from the 
dead is not in itself the end of the story but a vitally important part 
of the trajectory that takes him to his heavenly throne.. Jesus is 
raised to be King.
 Resurrection-Christianity would focus, obviously, on the Resur-
rection, on the fact that Christ has overcome death and won eternal 
life for those who believe in Him. Kingdom-Christianity is more 
attentive to the arrival of the Kingdom of God, in other words a 
state of affairs abroad in the world, such that a new source of pow-
er and of ultimate authority is enabling and challenging human 
beings to allow themselves to be transformed, to receive ‘eternal 
life’ in the here and now. The two styles are hardly opposed to 
each other.


