
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

CHRIST IS AMONG US! 
HE IS AND WILL BE!

October 1, 2017
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost, Patronage of BVM tone 8
Epistle 2 Corinthians 6:1-10     Gospel Matthew 15:21-28

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС 
І Є І БУДЕ

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 1 (2 verses)
Closing Hymn:As we pg 9 (3 verses)             

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

My doctor told me I need to exercize in the morning. So I told 
myself I need a  new doctor.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Ed 
Luciak, Gloria Leniuk, Bronie 
Huska, Dorothy Lazurko,  Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

SUN  Oct 1  1:30 p.m. LITURGY in Moose Jaw
MON Oct 2  NO LITURGY
TUES Oct 3  NO LITURGY
WED Oct 4  NO LITURGY
THURSOct 5  NO LITURGY
FRI      Oct 6  NO LITURGY
SAT     O ct 7  5 p.m. LITURGY
SUN     Oct 8  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw

Attention
UCWLC ladies, 

please turn in the Conven-
tion ticket sttubs and money
  to Betty Lys or directly to 

Dorothy.  

Eparchial Conventionach 
day

October 28&29
St. George Cathedral

Saskatoon
Any ladies wishing to 

attend, registration pkg, 
agenda, is available from  
any Executive member-

September  Schedule
Saturday, September 23  Lit-
urgy at MJaw 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 1 1:30 p.m.

Liturgy schedule
Oct 1 1:30 p.m.
Oct. 7 5:00 p.m.
Oct. 21 5:00 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Oct 15 & 29. Please fulfill 

your obligation at St. Joseph’s or 
COOL

 In the fifteenth chapter of the Gospel of Matthew we begin to see 
signs of the tide turning against Jesus by the leaders of the coun-
try, and accordingly Jesus turning more to the Gentiles. In chapter 
fourteen John the Baptist was beheaded, a clear sign of the oppo-
sition to the movement. But Jesus fed the five thousand, showing 
that He could meet the needs of Israel; and then He walked on the 
water, showing that He is the Lord of creation. In chapter fifteen 
Jesus challenged the teachings of the elders because those teach-
ings had been elevated to the status of Scripture. Then, following 
that confrontation, Jesus went out of the country to the region of 
Tyre and Sidon and met a Canaanite woman. Then, as he came 
back to the region of Galilee, he fed the four thousand, a sign that 
he could meet the needs of the nations. Then, in chapter sixteen 
Jesus will give His first prediction of His death.
.
Observations on the Text
This little story is essentially built around the conversation be-
tween the woman and Jesus. We begin with the note that Jesus 
withdrew far up the coast to the region of Tyre and Sidon. One 
would have to say that He was not simply trying to get away 
from difficult events in Israel, and neither was this a chance meet-
ing. The Lord was going to this Canaanite area, to this Canaanite 
woman.
But the conversation gives the impression that Jesus was not will-
ing to answer her request because she was a Canaanite. This will 
become a major part of the study, for there is obviously some-
thing powerful at work in the ethnic dimension of the conversa-
tion. What is clear is that the woman was not going to give up, 
but kept pleading, even from her Canaanite background, so that 
Christ recognized her great faith. The contrast is truly striking: in 
Israel Jesus was trying to convince people He was the Messiah, 
and was being challenged to prove it with a sign. But here in 
Gentile territory he met a woman who was convinced He was the 
Messiah and He could not discourage her efforts. His apparent 
attempt to put her off was therefore a test, and her great faith must 
have been gratifying to the Savior.

Tyronne resolved to get in shape by doing push-ups every 
morning before work. Each day from Monday to Friday 

he did 10 more push-ups than the day before. If he did 50 
push-ups on Thursday, how many push-ups did he do in 

total from Monday to Friday?



We will once again focus on the conversation, because that is the 
substance of the story. But this is one passage where the reader 
will have to read up on the ethnic controversy, the Old Testament 
background of conflict between the kings of Israel and the Ca-
naanites. This will give some insight into the imagery of “dogs” 
used in the conversation. The story, though, is truly about the per-
sistent faith of this Canaanite woman.
The study could be divided up in a number of ways, because it is 
not a complicated passages. I will simply make the circumstances 
the first point (v.21), the conversation the second part (vv. 22-
28a), and the outcome as the third point (v. 28b).

II. The Conversation: Jesus draws faith out of the Canaanite 
woman (22-28a).The way that Jesus deals with this woman has 
been given some very strange interpretations. One scholar sug-
gested that Jesus had been a racist and this woman converted him 
from that narrow view. That is just silly. If he had been a Jewish 
racist, and therefore a sinner, he would not have come to Tyre 
and Sidon. No, what Jesus is doing is typical of the way He dealt 
with people--He would put stumblingblocks, as it were, in their 
way to see if they had faith to step over them. For example, when 
someone called Him “good,” He said, “Why are you calling me 
good, there is no one good but God.” How they responded to that 
would show what they thought of Him (He was not denying that 
He was good, or God).
The woman came crying out to Jesus, “Lord, Son of David, have 
mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-pos-
session.” Her words are significant, given Matthew’s description 
of her as a Canaanite. She is well aware of the ancient rivalry 
between the Jews and the Canaanites. She believes He is the 
promised Messiah; but if that is true, then He is to her a Jewish 
king, “Son of David.” As such, He is sovereign over her and her 
land, and all she can do is cry for mercy. Her words open the old 
wounds. But she was desperate for her daughter, and so would cry 
out for mercy from the visiting Jewish king.
It is the setting and her words that prompt the disciples, and 
then Jesus, to respond the way they do. At first Jesus was silent, 
no doubt to see if she would persevere--and she did, following 
Him down the street crying out. The disciples said, “Send her 
away.” Now this could mean a couple of different things. They 
could mean, “Send her away because she is a nuisance.” Or they 
could mean, “Send her away by healing her because she won’t 
go away.” This last interpretation makes the best sense, because 
Jesus’ answer in verse 24 speaks to it and not the other. In other 
words, “I am only sent to the lost sheep of Israel” would explain 
why he was not healing her, and would not explain a request to 
dismiss her without healing her.
His answer, reflecting what He has already said in 10:6, focuses 
on His primary mission in the world, as reflected by Matthew. He 
was the promised Jewish Messiah who came to His own (John 
1 tells us), but when His own rejected Him, He turned to the Gen-
tiles. The “lost sheep of the house of Israel” does not mean there 
were lost sheep in Israel, but that all Israel was lost (Isaiah 53: all 
we like sheep have gone astray). His own mission was primarily 
to Israel; the mission of the disciples will be to go into all the 
world. But events like this will inform the disciples that Jesus set 
the precedent.
Jesus wanted the disciples and the woman to understand fully that 

His ministry in the brief time He had on earth was very fo-
cused. He was the Son of David, the Messiah. That fact did 
not admit this Canaanite woman to the benefits of the cove-
nant made with the Jews. The kingdom had to be fully offered 
to them first, in fulfillment of the Old Testament prophecies 
of the kingdom. So all the woman could do is ask for mercy, 
general mercy as a non-Israelite.
Well, this woman would not be put off, and so knelt before 
Him and begged, “Lord, help me.” Jesus pushed her a little 
further, reminding her of the historic distinction between 
the cursed Canaanites and the blessed Israelites. In the short 
saying the Jews are the “children” and the Gentiles are the 
“dogs.” The children get fed first.
But the woman’s answer is marvelous: even the “dogs” eat the 
crumbs that the children drop. She acquiesces to the role of a 
“dog” in relation to Israel (she knows the Messiah came to 
Israel first); she may not be able to sit down at the Messiah’s 
table and eat with the “children,” but she should be allowed 
to pick up some of the crumbs they drop. She wants some of 
the uncovenanted mercy of God, His general saving grace to 
all people.
The word for dogs here refers to small dogs, perhaps chil-
dren’s pets who are harmless and somewhat helpless. She ac-
cepts Israel’s historical privilege over the Gentiles, especially 
the powerful ancient Canaanites; but she is no threat to that 
in her request for grace that is freely given to the Gentiles. 
Besides, she will take what the Jews do not want. And that at-
titude played out again and again in Paul’s missionary journey 
when he turned to Gentiles because the Jews did not want 
their Messiah, but the Gentiles did. 
The \Conclusion: Jesus rewards her faith by healing her 
daughter (28b). Jesus honors the faith that seeks mercy. She 
had no resentment, no anger about her situation; she only 
knew that Jesus was the Jewish Messiah who came to heal 
people, and for some reason He was in her town. She sought 
mercy from Him. And this time Jesus responded with emo-
tion. Her faith was rewarded. And she became one of the early 
Gentiles to enter the kingdom.

The PROPERS for today are available on a separate 
sheet. Please take a copy.

ANSWER to TYRONNE = 200 PUSH-UPS


