
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE! Sunday September 3, 2017

 13th Sunday after Pentecost tone 4
Epistle: 1Corinthians 16:13-24 Gospel: Matthew 21:-33-42   

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС
І Є І  БУДЕ

SUN  Sept 3  1:30 p.m. in Moose Jaw
MON Sept 4  NO LITURGY
TUES Sept 5  NO LITURGY
WED Sept 6  NO LITURGY
THURS Sept 7  NO LITURGY
FRI Sept 8  NO LITURGY
SAT Sept 9  5:00 p.m. LITURGY in Moose Jaw
SUN  Sept 10  NO LITURGY

	 	 	

Opening Hymn: Almighty	God	pg	51	(2	verses)	
Closing Hymn:	As	we	leave	pg	9	(3	verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

Thought du Jour
Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll get run over if you just sit 
there.

Liturgy schedule

Sept 3 1:30 p.m.
Sept. 9 5 p.m.
Sept 23 5 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Sept 17. Please fulfill your 

obligation at St. Joseph’s or 
COOL

Prayer intention for Sept.
Parishes.

That	our	parishes,	animated	
by	 a	missionary	 spirit,	 may	
be	 places	 where	 faith	 is	
communicated	 and	 charity	
is	seen.

Christ takes this image of the book of Isaiah, an image 
with whose meaning His audience would have been fa-
miliar, and expands it: the landowner who planted the 
vineyard is God the Father and the vineyard is Israel, 
His chosen people. The hedge around it is His Law 
and the tower is His temple. “When the harvest time 
approached”—that is, when the fullness of the times 
came—He sent his prophets which the parable calls 
“his servants,” but the tenants of the vineyard “seized 
the servants, and they beat one, killed another, stone a 
third.” In that gruesome line is summarized the history 
of Israel with its prophets, of which in the Gospel of 
St Luke Christ reminds us that He holds Israel respon-
sible:

Because of this, God in his wisdom said, “I will send 
them prophets and apostles, some of whom they will 
kill and others they will persecute.”  Therefore this gen-
eration will be held responsible for the blood of all the 
prophets that has been shed since the beginning of the 
world, 51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zecha-
riah, who was killed between the altar and the sanctu-
ary. (Luke, 11:49-51)

God continues to send prophets to Israel, but each is 
abused as the one before. “Last of all, he sent his son to 
them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.” (Mt. 21:37). 
Notice how the Son is sent “last of all” for there will 
be no more prophets after the Son Himself has come. 
And notice how the Son is clearly distinguished from 
the “servants”, for He is not one of them, He is not one 
of the prophets. Foretelling the death by which He will 
die, Christ relates to His audience what the tenants of 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak,   Ed 
Luciak, Gloria Leniuk, Bronie 
Huska,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

Liturgy intentions
Anyone	wishing	to	have	a	
Liturgy	for	your	intention	
please	contact	Fr.	Yurij.
The	Liturgies	will	be	cel-
ebrated	by	Fr.	Kachur.

Helen Kushner turns 99
Her birthday is Sept. 
21
We wish Helen good 
health, contentment, 
peace and abundant 
blessings from the 
Lord.

Mnohaya lita



Let nothing distract you from Jesus. - conclusion

Two Levels of Distractions. As the story of Mary and Martha 
demonstrates, being distracted from the Lord means being preoc-
cupied with someone or some thing to such an extent that we expe-
rience a degree of separation from Jesus. Sometimes these distrac-
tions come from evil temptations, while at other times they come 
from our own motivations and mind-sets.
Clearly, not all distractions are alike. On one level, there are times 
when the sinful lures of the world distract us and turn our attention 
away from Jesus. But on a deeper level, we can also be distracted 
by our own good intentions, as Martha was. On this level, even our 
work, our families, and our service to the church have the potential 
to distract us from Jesus.
At the lower level, it’s temptations toward immorality, gossip, de-
ceit, and the like that distract us from the Lord. These temptations 
tell us that we need to do this certain action to feel fulfilled, or that 
we have a right to do it, even though we know that it may well be 
opposed to the way Jesus wants us to think and act. Whether they 
come from the devil or from our own fallen nature, these tempta-
tions deceive us by encouraging us to focus only on the supposed 
benefits of the temptation. Then, when we have given in to them, 
they prey upon our consciences, often leading to a bitter aftertaste 
filled with guilt and shame.
Generally, the “lower-level” distractions are not too hard to spot. 
By contrast, the “higher-level” ones—the ones that are rooted 
mostly in good intentions—are more murky. At this level, we can 
become distracted from the Lord when we allow our responsibili-
ties, our goals, and the normal demands of life to dominate our 
minds and preoccupy us. This was why Jesus rejected Martha’s re-
quest. If she had prepared a simpler meal, if she had held on to her 
peace and found the time to sit with Jesus as Mary did, it’s likely 
that Jesus would not have chided her.
Facing Our Distractions with Hope. If we want to grow closer 
to Jesus, then we need to address both the lower-level distractions 
and the higher-level ones. Jesus told the adulterous woman to go 
and sin no more (John 8:11). He told the man at the pool of Beth-
saida to avoid further sin (5:14). He even told the apostles to stop 
fighting among themselves and to concentrate on serving each 
other instead (Luke 22:24-26). In the same way, Jesus wants us 
to examine ourselves and see if we are being distracted by any of 
these lower-level lures.
At the same time, we need to be on guard against the “good” 
distractions, such as our work, our financial responsibilities, our 
marriages, and our families. As important as these activities and 
responsibilities may be, they too have the power to turn our at-
tention away from Jesus by offering us a false sense of security or 
fulfillment.
It sounds like a lot of hard work, doesn’t it? But before you lose 
hope and conclude that you can’t manage all the distractions in 
your life, consider this: Jesus was tempted by one empty promise 
after another. He knows firsthand how difficult it is to resist temp-
tation. He also knows how much we are tempted every day. Just 
think: Jesus knew all of this when he spoke to Martha, and still he 
called her to change. Evidently, Jesus believed that Martha could 
change. And what’s even more encouraging, we can bet that Jesus 
was ready to help Martha overcome her distractions—just as he 
stands ready even today to give us the grace we need to overcome.

the vineyard will do with Him: “But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 
Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So they 
took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed 
him.” (Mt. 21:38-39) They killed him “out of the vine-
yard” as He was crucified outside the walls of the city.

Thus, Israel is abandoned and the vineyard is given to 
“new tenants”—as the Lord continues, speaking now 
not in riddles but quite explicitly “Therefore I tell you 
that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you 
and given to a people who will produce its fruit.” (Mt. 
21:43) The Church saw Herself as this new people, as 
the new Israel to which the promise of salvation had 
been renewed and made certain.

However, the lesson of this parable remains as a stern 
warning for us too: the sons and daughters of adoption. 
For we too might commit the same grave mistake as 
those tenants of the parable: that is, we might beginning 
to think that the vineyard is, after all, our possession; 
we may begin to see ourselves not as humble workers in 
the vineyard of the Lord but as its owners. Such a dan-
ger is closer and more real for us the clergy—bishops, 
priests, and deacons—who have been called to work at 
the vineyard of the Lord. It is the danger of forgetting 
that the vineyard of the Church is not our property, but 
His, who, in the time of the harvest, will demand of us 
“to bear fruit.” Such an insidious danger takes the form 
of ungratefulness: we are reminded again of the words 
that God speaks through the Prophet Isaiah: “What 
more could have been done for my vineyard than I have 
done for it?” (5:4). Indeed, He planted it, He protected 
by building the wall around it, He adorned it with a 
watchtower and a winepress, and when all was ready, 
He called us to work and cultivate His spiritual grapes. 
Yet, He is the vine; we are the branches. If we remain 
in Him we will bear much fruit; for apart from Him we 
can do nothing” (Cf. John, 15:5).

Let us all of us avoid the ungratefulness of the old ten-
ants, let us avoid the hardening of their hearts, let us in-
stead repeat and proclaim with gratitude the last words 
of today’s Gospel: “the Lord has done this, and it is 
marvelous in our eyes” (Mt. 21:42).

Mature Driver Refresher Course
Sept.	20

9-3:30	p.m.
Timothy	Eaton	Gardens
See	poster	on	bulletin	board


