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CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Sunday May 14, 2017
  Sunday of Samaritan woman  pg 26

Epistle: Acts 11:19-30	 	 Gospel: John 4:5-42

ХРИСТОС  ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

Opening Hymn: Радість
Closing Hymn:Let us joyfully...

EVENTS & THINGS

1

Let us joyfully all sing
Praises to our Lord and King
Jesus Christ we glorify
God, our Savior, from on 
high
Christ is risen from the dead!
He is r
isen, He is risen
He is risen from the dead.
By his death, salvation’s won
By his death, our fear is gone
Christ through resurrection
Everlasting life has won.

ThoughT du Jour

Pee Wee: What did the digital clock say to its mother?
Westy: What?
Pee Wee: “Look, Ma! No hands!””.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, 
Dorothy Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and 
of all who are in the need of the 
gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

Eparchial Appeal
If you have your envelopes 
ready, you may turn them in 
to Mark Lazurko or Gloria 

Leniuk, parish reps.

Sun   May 14  10.a.m. in  Moose Jaw - for mothers
   
Mon  May 15   NO LITURGY
Tues May 16  NO LITURGY
Wed May 17  NO LITURGY            
Thurs May 18  NO LITURGY
Fri May 19  NO LITURGY
Sat  May 20  7 p.m. LITURGY Moose Jaw
Sun May 21  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw                                                                                                                                                   

Liturgy
May 14 10 a.m.
May 20. 7 p.m.
May 28 10 a.m.

Хр воскрес Хр воскрес
Радість з неба ся являє
Пасха красна днеBishop сь 
витає
Радуйтеся щиро нині
Бог дав щастя всій родині
Бог дав радість нам з небес
Христос воскрес Хр воскрес

The Samaritan Woman John 4:3-42

In John’s Gospel the Samaritan woman at the well is the 
first person to whom Jesus openly reveals himself as Mes-
siah. The pious Jewish leader, Nicodemus, did not hear the 
words that Jesus tells this foreign woman when she states 
her belief in the coming Messiah: “I am he, the one who is 
speaking to you” (John 4:26). This is also the longest pri-
vate conservation Jesus had with anyone in the New Testa-
ment (John 4:7-26).

4:3 [Jesus] left Judea and started back to Galilee. 4:4 But 
he had to go through Samaria. 4:5 So he came to a Samari-
tan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob 
had given to his son Joseph. 4:6 Jacob’s well was there, 
and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. 
It was about noon.  4:7 A Samaritan woman came to draw 
water,. . .
Verse 4 says that Jesus “had to go through Samaria.” . It 
was not geographically necessary for Jesus to go through 
Samaria, and Jewish travelers normally traveled around 
Samaria. Jesus and his disciples entered a Samaritan vil-
lage, and the disciples went to buy food (v. 8) while Jesus 
sat by the well because he was tired. A woman from the 
nearby village of Sychar came for water.

4: 7b and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 4:8 (His dis-
ciples had gone to the city to buy food.) 4:9 The Samaritan 
woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in 
common with Samaritans.)
Jesus then did something that was a cultural taboo: he 
spoke to a woman in public; and not just a woman, but 
a Samaritan woman. She was twice an outcast in Jewish 
thought. Jesus asked her for a drink of water. She was un-



derstandably shocked: a Jewish man was speaking to her, a 
Samaritan woman? He also should not have wanted to share 
a vessel with her for drinking water since it would be con-
sidered unclean. She was right to be confused.

4:10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and 
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 
4:11 The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and 
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 4:12 
Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the 
well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 4:13 
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will 
be thirsty again, 4:14 but those who drink of the water that 
I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will 
give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to 
eternal life.” 4:15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming 
here to draw water.”
The conversation then turned to a discussion of living water 
versus the water in the well. At this point many commenta-
tors say that the woman did not have the ability to engage 
Jesus in serious theological conversation. Because she was a 
woman she did not have the intelligence to keep up with the 
conversation (O’Day, 384). That is why she was confused 
about this living water Jesus offered. But the woman was 
no more confused over living water than Nicodemus was 
over being born from above in the previous chapter (John 
3:4, 9-10). The woman was not confused because she was 
a woman, just as Nicodemus was not confused simply be-
cause he was a man. Both of them were confused because 
Jesus was introducing them to new spiritual truths. Nicode-
mus never quite “gets” what Jesus was telling him in John 
3. Yet, the Samaritan woman did come to understand who 
Jesus was and what he was telling her. Although the woman 
still wasn’t sure what this living water was, she wanted it.

4:16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
back.” 4:17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no hus-
band’; 4:18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you 
have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!”
. The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet.  
4:20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say 
that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.”

After Jesus told the woman about her life, she knew that 
he was a prophet. What they don’t acknowledge is that the 
woman asked what is probably the most pressing theologi-
cal question for first century Samaritans: where is the proper 
place of worship?

The Samaritans were descended from the Israelite people 
who had not been deported when the Assyrians conquered 
the Northern Kingdom (722/21 BC) and imported other 

peoples into the region (2 Kings 17:22-41). They continued 
to worship Yahweh, but also allowed the worship of other 
gods from the resettled peoples’ homelands.

Alexander the Great allowed the Samaritans to build or ren-
ovate a Samaritan temple on Mt. Gerizim. This became a 
point of contention to the Jews who had returned and rebuilt 
Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem. Tensions continued to de-
grade until the temple on Mt. Gerizim was destroyed by the 
Jews in 128 B.C. Both groups believed that they were wor-
shiping Yahweh, and both believed that they had the right 
place to worship Yahweh. The woman had met a prophet–
someone who knew what had happened in her life, and one 
she was sure could answer the most pressing theological 
question of her heart and of the time.

4:21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is com-
ing when you will worship the Father neither on this moun-
tain nor in Jerusalem. 4:22 You worship what you do not 
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. 4:23 But the hour is coming, and is now here, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and 
truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. Je-
sus did not accuse her of changing the subject; he answered 
her question. It did not matter where one worshiped God—
it was how God was worshiped. There would no longer be 
limitations of geography in worshiping God for God is spirit, 
and he will be worshiped in spirit and truth.
4:25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is com-
ing” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will pro-
claim all things to us.”  4:26 Jesus said to her, “I am he, the 
one who is speaking to you.”
The woman stated her belief in the coming Messiah who 
would reveal all things to them. Jesus then revealed some-
thing to this unnamed, foreign woman that he did not reveal 
to Nicodemus, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you” 
(John 4:26). The Samaritan woman was the first person to 
whom Jesus revealed himself as Messiah in the Gospel of 
John, and this is the first “I am” statement in the gospel as 
well).

Why did Jesus reveal himself to this woman and not to Ni-
codemus? The woman was not expecting a political Mes-
siah. The Samaritans were looking for the ta’eb or “restorer” 
(Sloyan, 54). The Samaritans were not looking for a politi-
cal Messiah from the line of David; they were looking for a 
prophet like Moses who would restore the observance of the 
law of Moses as it should be . Jesus could reveal himself as 
Messiah to her without worrying about political misunder-
standings that would have arisen in Judah.


