
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE! Saturday September 9, 2017

 Sunday before Exaltation tone 5
Epistle: Galatians 6:11-18  Gospel: John 3:13-17   

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС
І Є І  БУДЕ

SUN  Sept 10  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw
MON Sept 11  NO LITURGY
TUES Sept 12  NO LITURGY
WED Sept 13  NO LITURGY
THURS Sept 14  NO LITURGY
FRI Sept 15  NO LITURGY
SAT Sept 16  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw
SUN  Sept 17  NO LITURGY

	 	 	

Opening Hymn: Almighty	Father	pg	1	(2	verses)	
Closing Hymn:	Grant	us	the	grace	pg	83	(2verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

Thought du Jour
Camping tip: if you get lost in the woods, a compass can help you 
get lost more north.
If you’re too busy to go fishing, you’re too busy.

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak,   Ed 
Luciak, Gloria Leniuk, Bronie 
Huska,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

Liturgy intentions
Anyone	wishing	to	have	a	
Liturgy	for	your	intention	
please	contact	Fr.	Yurij.
The	Liturgies	will	be	cel-
ebrated	by	Fr.	Kachur.

 
	  

Liturgy schedule

Sept 23 5 p.m.
NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Sept 17. Please fulfill your 

obligation at St. Joseph’s or 
COOL

13. This is a formal declaration of the divinity of Jesus. 
No one has gone up into Heaven and, therefore, no one 
can have perfect knowledge of God’s secrets, except God 
Himself who became man and came down from Heaven-
-Jesus, the second Person of the Blessed Trinity, the Son 
of Man foretold in the Old Testament to whom has been 
given eternal lordship over all peoples.
The Word does not stop being God on becoming man: 
even when He is on earth as man, He is in Heaven as God. 
It is only after the Resurrection and the Ascension that 
Christ is in Heaven as man also.
14-15. The bronze serpent which Moses set up on a pole 
was established by God to cure those who had been bitten 
by the poisonous serpents in the desert. Jesus compares 
this with His crucifixion, to show the value of His being 
raised up on the cross: those who look on Him with faith 
can obtain salvation. We could say that the good thief was 
the first to experience the saving power of Christ on the 
cross: he saw the crucified Jesus, the King of Israel, the 
Messiah, and was immediately promised that he would be 
in Paradise that very day.
The Son of God took on our human nature to make known 
the hidden mystery of God’s own life and to free from sin 
and death those who look at Him with faith and love and 
who accept the cross of every day.

Did	you	know?
1x1	=	1

11x11	=		121
111x111	=	12321

1111x1111	=	1234321
11111x11111	=	123454321

111111x111111	=	12345654321`
etc.

(you	checked,didn’t	you)
Have	I	ever	lied	to	you	before?



to	be	continued

The faith of which our Lord speaks is not just intellectual accep-
tance of the truths He has taught: it involves recognizing Him as 
Son of God, sharing His very life and surrendering ourselves out 
of love and therefore becoming like Him. But this faith is a gift of 
God, and we should ask Him to strengthen it and increase it as the 
Apostles did: Lord “increase our faith!” While faith is a supernatu-
ral, free gift, it is also a virtue, a good habit, which a person can 
practise and thereby develop: so the Christian, who already has the 
divine gift of faith, needs with the help of grace to make explicit 
acts of faith in order to make this virtue grow.

Grace and Sin
Who has the final word?

“Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more.” (Romans 
5:20) Whether we know it or not, we are engaged in a spiritual 
battle. This battle “is not with flesh and blood but with the prin-
cipalities, with the powers, with the world rulers of this present 
darkness, with the evil spirits in the heavens” (Ephesians 6:12). 
So if we want to fight and win this battle, we need to “put on the 
armor of God” (6:11).
Our own efforts will help us fight against the reign of sin to a 
point. But when all is said and done, our enemy is just too strong. 
If we want to see real and lasting victory, we need the Lord and 
his mighty power. We need his grace.
In order to truly grasp the power of grace, we first need to under-
stand the power of sin. The more we understand how powerful 
sin can be, the more we will see how deeply we need the grace 
of God. It is because we live in a sinful, fallen world that we see 
so many people hurting, so many marriages breaking apart, and 
so many friendships wounded or damaged. We should be careful 
never to minimize the effects of sin. We should never attribute 
our troubles only to human failures—or look only for human so-
lutions to our challenges. We need to remember that there are 
spiritual forces of evil at work as well. And that means that we 
need to look for spiritual solutions in addition to the human solu-
tions.
No matter where we go or what we do, we will always have to 
deal with the power of sin. A long line in the grocery store may 
get us angry. We may gossip about the amount of time a coworker 
wastes on the Internet. We may even lose our patience over some-
thing just a few minutes after Mass! And these examples don’t 
take into account our memories, where dispositions of mistrust, 
fear, anger, or cynicism may influence our decisions. St. Paul was 
right: Sin really does abound!
It’s ironic, but true: The closer we get to Jesus, the more sin we 
find in our hearts. It’s not because we have become more sin-
ful. Rather, it’s because the Holy Spirit has put us under a more 
powerful microscope. He wants to make us more and more like 
Jesus, and in order to do that, he gradually shows us more and 
more areas of our lives that are out of order. He doesn’t do it to 
condemn us but to urge us to change. So even things that we once 
considered acceptable we now see as wrong and sinful. We begin 
to identify subtle areas of pride, jealousy, resentment, or moodi-
ness, and we want to address them with the grace of the Lord.
No one likes to be put under a microscope. We don’t like to see 
our sins. But that’s not the end of the story. Yes, we see our sin 
abounding, but we also see God’s grace overflowing, bringing us 
freedom and deliverance. We experience a flood of grace helping 
us to overcome our weaknesses and fill us with joy. We should be 

confident that whenever the Holy Spirit shows us our sin, he also shows 
us God’s boundless mercy and his abundant grace.
New Dignity, New Mission. 
Yes, sin may abound, but God’s grace is always more powerful.
Do you remember the parable of the prodigal son? Surely sin abounded in 
his life. But what happened when he came home? His father ran to greet 
him. He put a robe around his shoulders, sandals on his feet, and a ring 
on his finger—all symbols of dignity and honor. The prodigal son had re-
hearsed a speech confessing his sins and stating his unworthiness, but his 
father wouldn’t let him finish even a sentence. He didn’t rehash the boy’s 
past sins and misdeeds. He didn’t dwell on the sins at all. In an instant, he 
wiped them away as if they had never happened, and welcomed his son 
back fully and completely.
This is a helpful way of looking at what God’s grace does in us. Not only 
does grace move us to repentance, it also washes us clean with mercy 
and forgiveness. Our sins may have stripped us of our dignity. They may 
have filled us with shame or guilt. They may have convinced us that God 
has rejected us and will take us back only after we have proved ourselves 
worthy again.
But that’s not the message of grace! Whenever we repent, our Father 
rushes to our side and lifts us up. He clothes us with his own honor and 
love. He does far more than pardon our offenses. He pours his unmerited, 
overflowing grace into our hearts, the grace of a new identity as a child of 
God. It’s the grace of dignity, the grace to see ourselves as God sees us. 
It’s the grace to rise above our own set of low expectations for our lives.
When Jesus was arrested in the garden of Gethsemane, just about every 
apostle lost hope and fled. Peter even denied that he knew Jesus at all. 
Temptation was all around him at that moment. Sin was abounding, and 
Peter gave in.
But that wasn’t the end of Peter’s story. Just a few weeks after this took 
place, we see Peter boldly standing up to the elders of Israel, preaching 
fearlessly about Jesus and the power of his resurrection. We see him lead-
ing the church in Jerusalem, forging a new community of faith despite 
difficulties from outside and from within.
What happened? Grace overflowed, and Peter grasped hold of it and let 
it transform him.
The Grace of Reconciliation. 
Sin may separate us from God’s love, but sin never has to have the last 
word. Jesus is “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” 
(John 1:29). He is greater than any sin. He is the One who has the last 
word. And what is that last word? To the sinful woman, he said: “Your 
faith has saved you; go in peace” (Luke 7:50). To Peter, he said: “Feed my 
sheep” (John 21:17). To the woman caught in adultery, he said: “Neither 
do I condemn you. Go, and from now on do not sin any more” (8:11).
No, sin isn’t the last word. Grace is the last word. Grace is the word that 
most fully describes who we are, who God is, and how our heavenly Fa-
ther deals with us.
We see this truth acted out in a powerful way in the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation. By its very nature, this sacrament ministers to us the overflow-
ing grace of God. We come to confession burdened with guilt. We come 
feeling the weight of our sins and their consequences in our lives.

Announcement	from	AGEMI	(Archangel	Gabriel	Eparchial	Minis-
tries	Inc.)
Announcing	 the	 new	 Executive	 Secretary	 for	 AGEMI,	 Nestor	
Halaitso.	Nestor	will	be	working	from	the	Eparchy	Chancery	Of-
fice.	The	 bulletin	 announcement	 shares	 all	 this	 information,	 so	
we	ask	that	you	include	this	insert	in	your	parish	bulletins	and	an-
nouncements	as	an	introduction	and	welcome	of	our	new	Execu-
tive	Secretary	to	the	parishioners	in	our	Eparchy.


