
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

CHRIST IS AMONG US! 
HE IS AND WILL BE!

September 23, 2017
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, tone 7

Epistle 2Corinthians 6:1-10                                                      Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС 
І Є І БУДЕ

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 1 (2 verses)
Closing Hymn: O Virgin Mary pg 25 (2 verses)             

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

”People say that money isn’t the key to happiness, but I always 
figured if you have enough money, you can have a key made.”

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Ed 
Luciak, Gloria Leniuk, Bronie 
Huska, Dorothy Lazurko,  Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

SUN  Sept 24  NO LITURGY in Moose Jaw
MON Sept 25  NO LITURGY
TUES Sept 26  NO LITURGY
WED Sept 27  NO LITURGY
THURS Sept 28  NO LITURGY
FRI Sept 29  NO LITURGY
SAT  Sept 30 NO LITURGY
SUN Oct 1  1:00 p.m. LITURGY in Moose Jaw

Attention
UCWLC ladies, 

please turn in the Conven-
tion ticket sttubs and money
  to Betty Lys or directly to 

Dorothy.  

Eparchial Convention
October 28&29

St. George Cathedral
Saskatoon

Any ladies wishing to 
attend, registration pkg, 

agenda, is available from  
any Executive member-

September  Schedule
Saturday, September 23  Lit-
urgy at MJaw 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 1 1:00 p.m.

Liturgy schedule
Oct 1 1:00 p.m.
Oct. 7 5:00 p.m.
Oct. 21 5:00 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Oct 15 & 29. Please fulfill 

your obligation at St. Joseph’s or 
COOL

One of Jesus’ most significant parables regarding work 
is set in the context of investments (Matt. 25:14-30). A 
rich man delegates the management of his wealth to his 
servants, much as investors in today’s markets do. He 
gives five talents (a large unit of money)[1] to the first 
servant, two talents to the second, and one talent to the 
third. Two of the servants earn 100 percent returns by 
trading with the funds, but the third servant hides the 
money in the ground and earns nothing. The rich man 
returns, rewards the two who made money, but severely 
punishes the servant who did nothing.
The meaning of the parable extends far beyond financial invest-
ments. God has given each person a wide variety of gifts, and he 
expects us to employ those gifts in his service. It is not acceptable 
merely to put those gifts on a closet shelf and ignore them. Like the 
three servants, we do not have gifts of the same degree. The return 
God expects of us is commensurate with the gifts we have been 
given. The servant who received one talent was not condemned 
for failing to reach the five-talent goal; he was condemned because 
he did nothing with what he was given. The gifts we receive from 
God include skills, abilities, family connections, social positions, 
education, experiences, and more. The point of the parable is that 
we are to use whatever we have been given for God’s purposes. 
The severe consequences to the unproductive servant, far beyond 
anything triggered by mere business mediocrity, tell us that we are 
to invest our lives, not waste them.
Yet the particular talent invested in the parable is money, on the 
order of a million U.S. dollars in today’s world. In modern Eng-
lish, this fact is obscured because the word talent has come to refer 
mainly to skills or abilities. But this parable concerns money. It 
depicts investing, not hoarding, as a godly thing to do if it accom-
plishes godly purposes in a godly manner. In the end, the master 
praises the two trustworthy servants with the words, “Well done, 
good and trustworthy slave” (Matthew 25:23). In these words, we 
see that the master cares about the results (“well done”), the meth-



ods (“good”), and the motivation (“trustworthy”).
More pointedly for the workplace, it commends putting capital at 
risk in pursuit of earning a return. Sometimes Christians speak as if 
growth, productivity, and return on investment were unholy to God. 
But this parable overturns that notion. We should invest our skills 
and abilities, but also our wealth and the resources made available 
to us at work, all for the affairs of God’s kingdom. This includes 
the production of needed goods and services. The volunteer who 
teaches Sunday school is fulfilling this parable. So are the entrepre-
neur who starts a new business and gives jobs to others, the health 
service administrator who initiates an AIDS-awareness campaign, 
and the machine operator who develops a process innovation.
God does not endow people with identical or necessarily equal gifts. 
If you do as well as you can with the gifts given to you by God, you 
will hear his “Well done.” Not only the gifts, but also the people 
have equal worth. At the same time, the parable ends with the talent 
taken from the third servant being given to the one with ten talents. 
Equal worth does not necessarily mean equal compensation. Some 
positions require more skill or ability and thus are compensated ac-
cordingly. The two servants who did well are rewarded in different 
amounts. But they are both praised identically. The implication of 
the parable is that we are to use whatever talents we’ve been given 
to the best of our ability for God’s glory, and when we have done 
that, we are on an equal playing field with other faithful, trustwor-
thy servants of God.

Grace and Sin
Who has the final word? (Conclusion)

We see this truth acted out in a powerful way in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. By its very nature, this sacrament ministers to us 
the overflowing grace of God. We come to confession burdened 
with guilt. We come feeling the weight of our sins and their conse-
quences in our lives.
 But as we confess our sins, a marvelous thing happens: God wipes 
them away. Like the father of the prodigal son, he lifts us up and 
clothes us with the dignity of beloved, innocent children. He sets us 
free completely from the guilt and shame that our sins had brought 
us, and he welcomes us back home.
But confession is meant to do more than take away our sins. Re-
member, Jesus’ response to our sin is a superabundance of grace, 
not just enough grace to forgive us. His response is the same one he 
gave those who came to him two thousand years ago: Go in peace. 
Sin no more. Go out and serve my people.
This is the full grace of reconciliation! It is God’s very own strength 
and power to help us do away with sin. It is God’s own power 
strengthening us to say “no” to temptation. And even more impor-
tant, it is God’s own power sending us out into the world as his 
ambassadors, filled with dignity and confidence.
Jesus knows that sin abounds. He knows that we are weak. That’s 
why he gives us his grace in reconciliation. That’s why he draws us 
closer to himself every time we confess our sins—closer, even, than 
the last time we confessed! He knows what we need, and he doesn’t 
hesitate to give it to us.
Grace Overpowers Sin. 
There may be days when it seems that the reign of sin is all around 
us. But we must believe that God’s grace is far more powerful. Ev-
ery day, and especially on those days when it seems extra hard, we 
need to keep telling ourselves: “Where sin increases, grace over-

flows all the more!” Jesus came into this world “full of grace 
and truth” (John 1:14). He has an inexhaustible supply of grace, 
and he is ready to pour it on anyone who comes to him!

 Three Youths
 

King Nebuchadnezzar said: “Is it true, Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego, that you will not serve my god, or 
worship the golden statue that I set up? Be ready now to 
fall down and worship the statue I had made, whenever 
you hear the sound of the trumpet, flute, lyre, harp, psal-
tery, bagpipe, and all the other musical instruments; oth-
erwise, you shall be instantly cast into the white-hot fur-
nace; and who is the God who can deliver you out of my 
hands?” 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered King Ne-
buchadnezzar, “There is no need for us to defend our-
selves before you in this matter. If our God, whom we 
serve, can save us from the white-hot furnace and from 
your hands, O king, may he save us! But even if he will 
not, know, O king, that we will not serve your god or wor-
ship the golden statue that you set up.”
King Nebuchadnezzar’s face became livid with utter 
rage against Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. He or-
dered the furnace to be heated seven times more than 
usual and had some of the strongest men in his army bind 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and cast them into 
the white-hot furnace.
Nebuchadnezzar rose in haste and asked his nobles, “Did 
we not cast three men bound into the fire?” “Assuredly, O 
king,” they answered. “But,” he replied, “I see four men 
unfettered and unhurt, walking in the fire, and the fourth 
looks like a son of God.”  

Nebuchadnezzar exclaimed, “Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who sent his angel 
to deliver the servants who trusted in him; they disobeyed 
the royal command and yielded their bodies rather than 
serve or worship any god  except their own God.”


