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CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE!

February 24, 2018
Second Sunday of Lent p 40 tone 5

 Epistle Hebrews 1:10-2:3     Gospel Mark 2:1-12

ХРИСТОС ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Opening Hymn: Let us stand  pg 5 (2 verses)
Closing Hymn: Mother of Jesus pg 53 (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour
A cop pulled me over and told me “Papers”, so I said “Scissors, I 
win!” and drove off. 

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Glo-
ria Leniuk, Bronie Huska, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

SUN  Feb 25  NO LITURGY 
MON Feb 26  NO LITURGY
TUES Feb 27  NO LITURGY
WED     Feb 28  NO LITURGY
THURS Mar 1  NO LITURGY 
FRI Mar 2  7 P.M. Stations of the Cross;sorokousty
SAT Mar 3  NO LITURGY 
SUN  Mar 4   1:30 p.m. LITURGY                                                                         
  

Liturgy schedule
Mar. 4 1:30 p.m.
Mar. 10 4 p.m.
Mar. 24 4 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  Mar 18. Please fulfill your 
obligation at St. Joseph’s or 

COOL

ATTENTION
ANNUAL Parish meeting 
on March 10 at 2 p. m.

Museé Ukraina Museum 
Annual General Meeting 

Sunday
March 4th at 1:00 p.m., 
222 Avenue M South, 

Saskatoon

 

World Day of Prayer
Friday March 2 
2 p.m. at COOL

This story is so vivid and vital. There is colour and humour, as well 
as a wonderful image of God’s power and forgiveness. There are five 
challenges as we read and reflect upon this story. They are challenges 
that we all need to consider when we think about the idea of the church 
as an agent of change. 
1. In order to bring transformation you need to have vision 
Some men heard that Jesus was back in Capernaum and was minister-
ing to a large number of people. Yet when the friends heard that Jesus 
was there they believed that if they could connect their friend to Jesus 
then change could come. They had a vision of what was possible if 
Jesus was in the equation. We sometimes find ourselves focusing on 
the problems or even the resources but not centering upon the amazing 
capacity of Jesus to do amazing things in our midst. Transformation 
is ultimately about God creating millions of possibilities in his love 
and grace. 
2. We need others  
Picture these five friends, the four carrying and the paralytic, together 
making a difference. This is not about dependency but about commu-
nity coming together to get things accomplished. We need people who 
are going to stand shoulder to shoulder with us, those we can rely on. 
To bring real transformation means facing burdens and challenges. To 
do so alone can be a very difficult place of discouragement and isola-
tion, but with partners we can move forward together. Sometimes God 
provides these people in really unusual places.
3. You need perseverance
The vision of getting the paralytic to Jesus was a great one, but it was 
not going to be an easy one. The text tells us that so many people had 
gathered to hear Jesus that not only was the house packed but people 
were also outside and around the door. We have got four friends who 
will not be put off because of the crowd. They felt that this was their 
opportunity and, no matter what, they would find a way. How many 
great, perhaps God-given, ideas have we given up on because we just 
don’t have the determination? Sometimes we just need to keep going. 
4. Sometimes you have to think out of the box  
It pays to be creative. Just the idea of these guys finding a way up onto 
the roof and then making a hole in it and lowering the man down is just 
great. Imagine some of the dirt starting to fall on the heads of people 
in the room and Jesus looking up, mid -teaching point, and seeing the 

We extend our condolenc-
es to the Luciak family on 
the passing into eternty  of 

Ed’s brother †Bill
Vichnaya Pamiat

There will be Stations of 
the Cross this Fri. Mar.  2

There will be NO  Stations 
on March 9.

ATTENTION
Important UCWLC meeting

Wednesday Feb 28
1 p.m.

Mission
Tuesday Mar 6

4:30 p.m.
Dcn Vasyl Tymishak

missionary



                          

s

man being lowered, and loving both the ingenuity and faith be-
ing exercised before him.  Making a hole in the roof is literally 
‘dug through the roof’. It would take effort, a bit of determina-
tion and a gifting in problem solving.
5. It doesn’t matter who gets credit as long as the job gets done. 
The friends are all anonymous. No names are ever given. Once 
they get the paralytic to Jesus they are never mentioned again. 
We don’t get involved to gain credit; we get involved just to be 
part of the story.

Arise and walk. (Luke 5:23)

Sometimes it can feel as if our faith is helplessly frozen inside of 
us. We feel paralyzed spiritually, unable to sense the Holy Spirit 
or to feel God’s loving presence. Not knowing what to do, we can 
end up spending days and weeks hoping for someone or some 
situation to lift us up and drop us at Jesus’ feet.
In today’s Gospel reading, we find someone in just the opposite 
situation. This man may not have been able to move his body, but 
his faith—along with the faith of his friends—was alive and well. 
It was powerful enough, in fact, to move him to take drastic mea-
sures just so that he could get to Jesus. That faith moved them to 
carry their friend through the streets of Capernaum all the way to 
the house where Jesus was preaching.
That faith also helped them overcome any embarrassment they 
might have felt as they saw that they would have to push their 
way through a large group of Pharisees and teachers who had 
come from all over the area to hear Jesus.
Most important, though, their faith kept them from turning around 
in discouragement when they saw that the house was too full to 
accommodate them. Instead, it inspired them to climb onto the 
roof and lower their friend down into the house so that he landed 
at Jesus’ feet. Now that’s faith!
If this paralyzed man and his friends have anything to teach us, 
it’s that faith is far from passive. There is a big difference be-
tween the kind of faith that accepts the truths of our creed and the 
kind of faith that propels us to acts of trust even when we don’t 
feel anything!
In the Church today, the Holy Spirit is renewing the gift of heal-
ing. Priests and laypeople alike are being raised up to pray with 
people who are sick—and we are seeing real healings come from 
these prayers. That’s why Jesus wants to help us increase our 
faith. He wants to see us pray for the sick and pray for conver-
sions for those who have lost their faith. May we all find the cour-
age to say, “Rise and walk!”
“Father, I believe in you. I put my hope in you. I will push for-
ward today even as I face obstacles. Help me to walk by faith 

Jesus Is the Victor

Dying, he destroyed our death.

One of the more memorable stories about the Israelites’ journey 
in the desert has to do with an infestation of poisonous snakes.

These deadly serpents appeared in response to the Israelites’ 
grumblings, and their bite caused many to die. The people cried 
out to God for relief, and Yahweh instructed Moses to fashion a 
bronze snake, place it on a pole, and lift it high for everyone to 
see. Then, if anyone who was bitten looked at this statue, they 
would be cured (Numbers 21:6-9). Imagine the scene. The people 
must have been gripped by panic, and God was their only answer.

Centuries later, Jesus recalled this episode in Israel’s history when he told 
Nicodemus: “Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must 
the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eter-
nal life” (John 3:14-15). Just as the bronze serpent was the only answer for 
the Israelites, Jesus is our only solution. Without him, we will die.

We all have been infected by the poison of sin, and without a remedy, we 
too are doomed. Yet as strong as that venom may be, it can be rendered 
powerless if we simply look to the cross where Jesus died for all of our 
sins.

On this feast of the Triumph of the Cross, Jesus invites us to look to his 
cross—and live. As we keep our attention fixed on Jesus, we can experi-
ence the power of his cross to purify us and set us free from sin.

I’m reminded of a college friend who had a hard time doing well in 
school. He wanted to succeed, but he was easily swayed by other friends 
to skip his classes and go out partying instead. But then he met the girl 
of his dreams and fell in love. She happened to be an honor student, and 
her attitude had an amazing affect on him. His study habits changed, his 
grades improved, and he took on a whole new outlook on life. This girl, 
who is today his wife, was like the pearl of great price. My friend found 
her, embraced her, and did everything he could to stay with her.

This story can help us understand the kind of influence that Jesus can have 
on our lives. The more time we spend with him, the more we contemplate 
Christ crucified for us, the more we will experience the ability—and the 
desire—to put behind us all the things that are opposed to the way God 
wants us to live. What’s more, we will find God’s grace flowing from the 
cross, helping us to be set free in ways we never thought possible.

Matthew 6:1-6,16-18
When you give alms, do not blow a trumpet before you. (Matthew 6:2)

When trying to master a foreign language, it’s important to listen for 
the accents on words. Without them, you may not understand what 
you’re hearing. That principle applies to these words of Jesus. When 
you read them, you may hear him saying only: “Don’t be a show-off.” 
It’s true that he was warning against outward displays of piety. But as 
people who were seeking to know God, his disciples would have been 
aware of this danger already.
Why shouldn’t we make a big show of our Sunday offering? Or make 
a point of praying loudly when we go to have our daily prayer time? 
Or let others know how much we are giving up during Lent? Not be-
cause it’s bad form but because they aren’t really meant to be public 
actions at all. They are meant to be part of a personal relationship with 
God, a God who wants to be our Father. And just as we keep many 
things “within the family” at home, so should we when it comes to our 
spiritual lives.
How often do you look at yourself in the mirror and see a son or daugh-
ter of God looking back at you? How much of your prayer is devoted 
to talking to God in the way a child would talk to his or her dad? It may 
sound a bit super-spiritual, but it is at the heart of who we are in Christ. 
It was for this very reason—to bring us back to our Father—that Jesus 
died and rose again.
Very often, we look at our spiritual lives in terms of how we are do-
ing—Are we praying enough? Are we being successful in the fight 
against sin? Are we serving God enough? These are all good ques-
tions, but they are only one aspect of what it means to be a follower of 
Christ. Today’s Gospel reading tells us that we have a heavenly Father 
who loves to share secrets with us—and who loves it when we share 
secrets with him. He loves it when we partner with him in trying to 
bring his justice, his holiness, and his righteousness into this world.


