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Dear Clergy, Religious, and Laity of the Eparchy of Saskatoon, 

 

We find ourselves in a time where tensions have arisen and led to violence in Ukraine. Civil and religious liberties are being 

denied by the current civil government and we continue to offer our prayers and messages of solidarity to all the people of 

Ukraine, particularly our Patriarch Sviatoslav, the hierarchy and faithful of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church.  

 

Meanwhile in Canada, we continue to enjoy religious freedom and with our hearts and minds continue to follow the 

promptings of the Holy Spirit to make our parishes vibrant according to Vision 2020. We are not free from other forces and 

challenges to our faith in God, however. The obstacles we encounter daily as families in the Eparchy are often serious and 

leave lasting pain and strife.  

 

So that we might find strength in dealing with these challenges to wholesome, loving and prayerful families, we are called 

to lift up one another in our struggles. The family is a building block of a vibrant parish and having a vibrant parish where 

all people can encounter Christ means we need to have families that draw strength from each other. Indeed, families are 

called to evangelize families.  

 

This will be the theme for the upcoming SOBOR 2014 that I am invoking for Saturday May, 3, 2014 - Families 

Evangelizing Families. The SOBOR will be preceded and assisted by other initiatives and activities across the Eparchy.  

Training sessions will be held in each deanery, led by Fr. Ivan Nahachewsky, regarding the development of pastoral plans, 

followed by planning sessions in parishes where we will be invited to apply the six themes of Patriarch Sviatoslav’s 

Pastoral letter, including understanding and applying the word of God in our families, to a pastoral plan individually 

tailored for each parish.  A comprehensive eparchial survey has been prepared which includes questions about the needs of 

individuals and families.  This questionnaire will be available both in printed form and through the internet.   All of our 

faithful, thirteen years of age or more, are asked to complete the survey.  Results will be made available to each parish to 

assist the development or enhancement of programs for families. 

 

At the national and international levels, Pope Francis has called for an extraordinary synod in the fall of 2014 to discuss the 

subject of the family. This synod will see heads of Eastern churches, presidents of the bishops’ conferences, and heads of 

Curia offices gather at the Vatican for a meeting entitled “Pastoral Challenges of the Family in the Context of 

Evangelization”.   The results of our SOBOR in May 2014 and our subsequent plans will contribute to the working 

documents of this synod.  All of this will lead up to the Patriarchal SOBOR of the UGCC in 2015. 

 

According to the CCEO a motion was passed at the December 9, 2013 Eparchial Consultor’s meeting to hold the SOBOR 

on May 3, 2014 in Saskatoon. It is compulsory for all clergy and religious to participate in the SOBOR. If for some reason 

they are not able to attend in person, they are asked to send an explanation of their situation to the Chancery office 

informing us why.  

 

May God continue to give strength and perseverance to our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. May we honour them by 

exercising the rights we enjoy to meet freely without fear of persecution and share our minds and hearts with one another 

for the glory of God’s families and parishes in the Eparchy of Saskatoon.  

 

With continued service to Christ and the Catholic Church, I remain,  

 

 
Most Rev. Bryan J. Bayda, C.Ss.R, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon  


