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CANONIZATION of ST. TERESA
“I think, perhaps, we may have some difficulty in calling
her “Saint Teresa”: her holiness is so near to us, so tender
and so fruitful that we continue to spontaneously call her
‘Mother Teresa.’”
Pope Francis deviated from his prepared text to say this
during his homily at the canonization of Blessed Mother
Teresa, held in St. Peter’s Square this September.
In his homily, Francis prayed, “May this tireless worker of
mercy help us increasingly to understand that our only criterion for action is gratuitous love, free from every ideology and all obligations, offered freely to everyone without
distinction of language, culture, race or religion.”
Mother Teresa loved to say, he recalled: ‘Perhaps I don’t
speak their lan-guage, but I can smile.’
“Let us carry her smile in our hearts and give it to those
whom we meet along our journey, especially those who
suffer. In this way, we will open up opportunities of joy and
hope for our many brothers and sisters who are discouraged
and who stand in need of understanding and tenderness.”
God’s Will in Our Lives
The Holy Father also had the some 120,000 gathered for
the canonization think about their own lives: “Our task is
to perceive the call of God and then to do his will. But in
order to do his will, we must ask ourselves, “What is God’s
will in my life?”
He reminded them that, in order to ascertain the call of
God, we must ask ourselves and understand what pleases
God.
“God is pleased by every act of mercy,” he said, “because
in the brother or sister that we assist, we recognize the face
of God which no one can see (cf. Jn 1:18). Each time we
bend down to the needs of our brothers and sisters, we give
Jesus something to eat and drink; we clothe, we help, and
we visit the Son of God (cf. Mt 25:40).”
Given this, the Jesuit Pontiff urged all faithful to translate
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that which they invoke in prayer and profess in faith into
concrete acts.
No Alternative to Charity
“There is no alternative to charity: those who put themselves at the service of others, even when they don’t know
it, are those who love God (cf. 1 Jn 3:16-18;Jas 2:14-18).”
However, he warned, the Christian life “is not merely extending a hand in times of need.” If it is just this, Francis
warned, it can certainly still be “a lovely expression of
human solidarity which offers immediate benefits, but it
is sterile because it lacks roots.”
On the contrary, the Pope underscored, the task which the
Lord gives us is the ‘vocation to charity.’
“Following Jesus is a serious task, and, at the same time,
one is filled with joy; it takes a certain daring and courage
to recognize the divine Master in the poorest of the poor
and to give oneself in their service,” he said, adding: “In
order to do so, volunteers, who out of love of Jesus serve
the poor and the needy, do not expect any thanks or recompense; rather they renounce all this because they have
discovered true love.”
Dispenser of Divine Mercy
“Mother Teresa, in all aspects of her life,” the Holy Father reflected, “was a generous dispenser of divine mercy,
making herself available for everyone through her welcome and defense of human life, those unborn and those
abandoned and discarded.”
“She was committed to defending life, ceaselessly proclaiming that “the unborn are the weakest, the smallest,
the most vulnerable.”
Continuing to applaud the little sister, Francis noted, “She
bowed down before those who were spent, left to die
on the side of the road, seeing in them their God-given
dignity; she made her voice heard before the powers of
this world, so that they might recognize their guilt for the
crime of poverty they created.”
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PASTORAL LETTER of the EPARCH of SASKATOON
ON THE OCCASION of THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 2016

To the Very Rev. Clergy, Religious, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Saskatchewan:

Christ is Born!

Glorify Him!

What is the purpose of a minute or a second? As small as it might seem, seconds make up minutes
which make up hours, days, weeks and so on. Consider the accuracy of a clock or a calendar when
it involves people interacting around the world.
Likewise, the world is changed with the birth of every single person. Every person makes the world
a different place, a better place. Socially, some people have a broader impact in the world than others, yet in the very least, every person dramatically changes the lives of their mother and father, their
brothers and sisters as well as the lives of their friends. Interacting with other people throughout life
contributes to making the person who they are in the same way a fraction of a second changes a race,
a specific gene affects your body or a vote effects an election.
Since every life means something, let us ponder the significance of the birth of Jesus Christ.
O my soul, magnify Christ the King born in a manger. A strange and glorious mystery do I behold:
The cave is heaven; the Virgin, the throne of the cherubim; the manger, a dwelling place in which
is laid Christ, the God Whom nothing can contain. Singing His praises, we magnify Him. [Irmos
of the Nativity]
The paradoxical meaning of His birth makes the seemingly most insignificant birth of a person infinitely important. The birth of Jesus changes the significance of human dignity and every person has
an infinite dignity in Christ. The significance of who you are is given to you first by God since He
created you. Jesus is the source of human dignity. Your family celebrates the significance of who
you are. As an infant, you come to learn of this in a wholesome family environment. Unfortunately,
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Mercy Was Her ‘Salt’ and ‘Light’
For Mother Teresa, Francis explained, mercy was the “salt”
which gave flavor to her work, it was the “light” which
shone in the darkness of the many who no longer had tears
to shed for their poverty and suffering.
“Her mission to the urban and existential peripheries remains for us today an eloquent witness to God’s closeness
to the poorest of the poor,” he said.
Today, the Pontiff prayed, “I pass on this emblematic figure
of womanhood and of consecrated life to the whole world
of volunteers: may she be your model of holiness!”
Teresa’s Journey to Sainthood
In a private meeting with Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect
of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints, in the Vatican months ago, Pope Francis authorized the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints to promulgate a decree regarding
a miracle attributed to the intercession of Blessed Teresa,
known as Mother Teresa around the world.
Born Aug. 26, 1910, Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu would go on
to found the Congregation of the Missionaries of Charity
and the Missionaries of Charity. The order, which started in
Calcutta and spread to more than 130 countries, ran hospices for those suffering from HIV/AIDS, leprosy, and tuberculosis. Known for her charitable works with the poor and
sick, the soon to be canonized saint, died on Sept. 5, 1997.
Immediately following her death in 1997, the Catholic
Church began her process of beatification. She was beatified by St. John Paul II in 2002, following the recognition of
the miraculous healing of an Indian woman suffering from
a tumor in her abdomen. Yesterday, Pope Francis signed
off on the second miracle needed, which, according to the
newspaper of the Italian bishops’ conference, L’Avvenire,
regarded a man in Brazil in 2008 who had multiple brain
abscesses, and who, within a day of being in a coma, was
cured.

in some instances, because of the sinfulness of people, your human dignity is not always recognized
by others. But ignoring a fact doesn’t make it any less true.
Let us bring to mind the significance of every person, then, when we talk about suicide, when abortion is discussed, when those who are poor don’t have a name in our conversations; when education
and ignorance are addressed, employment or joblessness impact dignity, when addiction or mental
health and incarceration rates are considered.
Not having a proper understanding of the birth of a person leads to misunderstanding the meaning
of their death. The meaning or meaninglessness of a person’s life can never be left up to the decision
of one person. The value of every life affects the value of every other life. How every life is lived
affects how everyone else lives their lives. One suicide affects every human being. One courageous
gift of life to save another life affects the worth of every person. We continue to be grateful to those
who gave their lives for us, who died for our freedom. We continue to be inspired by those who face
huge challenges daily in their lives but are a powerful testament.
Similarly, the dignity of every family and how it is recognized, celebrated or defended affects the
dignity of every family in your parish and in society. The birth of Christ among us dignifies every human relationship. This Christmas season, let us reach out to those we know and to strangers in need,
be they from Ukraine or from Syria, be they in prisons or homeless on the streets, be they sick or
jobless, be they alone and near death. The birth of Jesus establishes that you are infinitely important.
Celebrate that in every relationship you are in. Then we can truly sing with the angels: Glory to God
in the highest and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests. [Lk. 2:14]
Yours In Christ,

Eparch of Saskatoon

!POINTS TO PONDER!
---- Fr. Yurij ----

But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her
heart. (Luke 1:19)
There are any things for us to ponder on the Feast of
the Lord’s Nativity.
Today, the ONE who holds creation in His hand is cradled in the arms of His virgin mother.
Today the One whose divine essence no man can touch
is wrapped in swaddling clothes.
W top must follow Mary’s example and keep and ponder these wonderful things in our hearts. For unless
this wonderful birth also finds its way into our hearts,
it is all for nothing. Unless this Christ is born in us, and
we are born in him-not just today but every day-we
will be forever doomed and damned in our sin.
Jesus came to save us from son, from death, from hell.
His birth foreshadows his death. He lay as an infant in
a cave in Bethlehem so that he might lay in a tomb to
save us from the grave.
He was wrapped in swaddling cloths in His birth so
that He might be wrapped in burial cloths in His death.
His birth was announced by angels, so that angels
might proclaim His rising from the dead.
He was worshipped by shepherds and adored by wise
men so that heaven and earth might praise Him, and
all nations would bow down and worship Him.
He comes to us, here and now. You will find Him
wrapped in the swaddling cloths. He comes to you
gently, humbly, so that you might receive Him as your
Savior and your Christ. Here, in church, the search for
Jesus ends. Here,
In the Liturgy, the holy Child of Bethlehem speaks to
you, forgives you and gives you His life.
Hear the word of the angel “to you is born in the city of
David, a Savior, Christ the Lord!’
Ponder these words in your heart, just as is virgin
Mother did.
Wishing you a very Merry Christmas and a blessed
New Year!

How to get in touch with Eparchial News
a) phone 306-693-6636
b) email: ylazurko@hotmail.com
c) mail:
1025 13th Avenue NW
		
Moose Jaw SK S6H 4N3
Sorry - no FAX!
d) See us online: www.skeparchy.org
If you have not yet done so, please check the
redesigned and updated eparchial website: www.
skeparchy.
My apologies for the lateness of this edition. A
new printer plus some software hicceups were responsible. Did you know tht thr paper is now printed
in Waintright AB?
Eparchial News is posted online and you can
view it in color. Go to www.skeparchy.org then click
on Resources and then Publications. The Eparchial
News link is on the left hand side.
And thank you to the various organizations and
individuals who support this publication financially.
It is most appreciated.
Parliament has introduced Bill C-14 in response
to the Supreme Court of Canada’s striking down of
the existing assisted suicide and euthanasia prohibition. This begs the question - is life not a gift to be
preserved?
You may continue to send your articles etc to the
above address. The abundance of articles led to a 16
p edition. Thanks.
The second Eparchial Annual Appeal was
launched on April 10, 2016. The inaugural campaign
in 2015 was successful.
We have received the English version of the Catechism. Now its time to read it and study it.
##########################################

2016 Eparchial Appeal

The 2016 Annual Eparchial Appeal has now been concluded. Although we have not yet achieved our $220,000
objective, the 2016 Appeal did raise a significant amount
of funds towards the support of our Eparchial Ministries.
Even though the Appeal has been concluded, BBESSI will
continue to receive any further donations towards our goal.
The BBESSI Board of Directors would like to acknowledge the efforts of the many people involved in making
this year’s Eparchial Appeal a success and say an ENORMOUS “THANK YOU” to: Bishop Bryan and the Parish
Priests for their support and assistance, Parish Eparchial
Appeal Coordinators for all your time, effort and commitment to the Appeal initiative, Chris Pidwerbeski, Eparchial
Communication Coordinator for her work on our website
and our Office Administrator, Iris Owchar, for her coordination, processing and administrative effort. But most importantly, our sincerest gratitude goes to all those Parishioners who saw fit to so generously financially support the
2016 Appeal.
We would like to share with you some of the financial and
statistical results from the 2016 Eparchial Appeal.
·
Total amount of funds raised & pledged $187,537
·
Returned to 8 Parishes who raised funds in excess of
their goal $26,885
·
Net Proceeds from the Appeal $160,652
·
Participation by Parishes: 45 out of 75 Parishes 60%
·
Participation by Family Units: 903 out of 3,094
Family Units 29%
The Eparchy will now allocate these funds towards the areas that were identified as recipients of the 2016 Eparchial
Appeal funds raised. More detailed information regarding
the allocation of these funds and how the funds were spent
will be provided at a later date.
We acknowledge that you could have chosen to support
many other charitable causes with your money. We are,
therefore, most grateful that you have chosen to support
the 2016 Eparchial Appeal and thank you for recognizing
the importance of your donation to help sustain and support our Eparchial Ministries and the Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Saskatchewan. May God bestow upon you His
Grace and His many Blessings.
BBESSI, Board of Directors

We acknowledge and thank the following donors:
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

UC Ladies of All Saints Church, Nipawin SK $50
UCWLC Dormition Branch Saskatoon $100
UCWLC Moose Jaw $100
Rayner Agencies (N. Wasylenko) $225
K of C Budka Council, Regina $500
UCBC Roborecki Branch, Saskatoon $100

“For unto you is born this
day in the city of David
a Saviour, who is Christ
the Lord. And this will be
sign unto you; you will
find a baby wrapped in

THANK YOU!

Христос	
  Раждається!!
When making your WILL …
Signed articles represent the viewpoint of the author and
not necessarily the viewpoint or policy of EPARCHIAL
NEWS. Reproduction or reprinting of articles is permitted; however, acknowledgment of source is appreciated.
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Славімо Його!

After you have provided for your family, relatives and
Christ is Born! Glorify Him
friends, you are encouraged to support your Church by 	
  
May
you
be blessed with the gifts of faith, hope and love,
making a bequest to
and
the
wisdom
to share these gifts with all we meet in
	
  
• Your PARISH CHURCH
the New Year!
• The UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY of
SASKATOON
Bishop Budka Eparchial Stew• The BISHOP ANDREW ROBORECKI FOUNDAardship Society Inc.(BBESSI)
TION for the education of priests
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of
• EPARCHIAL NEWS, MUSEE UKRAINA MUSaskatoon
SEUM or any other Eparchial or Parish institution or
organization
You may then take comfort in knowing that your thoughtful generosity will continue to support the Church after the
Lord has called you to Himself.

!

Deadline for Spring Issue: April 1

FOAM LAKE - A joyful celebration by Roman and Ukrainian Catholic communities was held June 26 as two congregations celebrated their new joint ownership of the Holy
Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic church building on Cameron
Street in Foam Lake, SK.
Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR of the Ukrainian Catholic Ep-

to fit smoothly together, noted Bayda.
During the homily, Bayda invited parishioners to look into
each other’s eyes, before reflecting on looking into the eyes
of an icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Mary was at Christ’s side throughout his life – and was
Members
Catholic
Catholic

Holy Eucharist Ukrainian
Christ the King Roman
parishes in Foam Lake came together for a “family photo” after a June
26 celebration with Bishop Bryan Bayda
and Bishop Donald Bolen, celebrating the
historic agreement by which the two conof

and

gregations have agreed to share ownership
of one building.

archy of Saskatoon and Bishop Donald Bolen of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Saskatoon presided over the celebration, held in the building that is now shared by Christ
the King Roman Catholic and Holy Eucharist Ukrainian
Catholic parishes.
Bishop Bayda welcomed Bishop Bolen with bread, salt,
and an oversized symbolic key. Bishop Bolen blessed
stained glass artwork that was brought to Holy Eucharist
from the former Christ the King building, before concelebrating Divine Liturgy with Bayda, along with Rev. Jeffrey Stephaniuk, parish priest of Holy Eucharist Ukrainian
Catholic parish.
Since January, both parishes have been using their shared
facility together. The arrangement developed after several
years of discussion and discernment, when it became clear
that the Roman Catholic church building on Broadway
Street (in use since 1968) would require major renovations.
The larger Holy Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic church was
built in 1965. With input from the bishops of the diocese
and the eparchy, the new ownership agreement was entered
into after much discussion about how to make the new arrangement a workable reality.
A joint committee of parishioners from each parish meets
frequently to manage concerns and parish business, while
each parish operates as a separate entity within the building, with Mass times for each congregation scheduled not
to conflict with the other.
Before the celebration marking the new relationship was
held at Holy Eucharist, Bolen presided over two ceremonies to return Roman Catholic church buildings in the area
to non-sacred status first Sacred Heart church in nearby
Sheho, Sk. (closed some 12 years ago), as well as the former Christ the King church building in Foam Lake. It was
a bittersweet experience for parishioners and family members gathered for the final chapter of those church buildings, remembering many years of prayer, community and
sacraments celebrated, before joining in the joyful joint
celebration at their new shared home.
Bolen commended the commitment, courage and wisdom
behind the decision to leave behind buildings that can no
longer adequately serve the community, while also acknowledging the sadness experienced when leaving muchloved church buildings.
“Leaving a church that you love, and has been meaningful
for you, is never easy. The fact that you have gone through
this process, building bridges, easing tensions, and doing
so in a way that I think was building up and life giving for
the community, is very edifying and encouraging,” Bolen
said.
“The decision recognized that there is a deep bond of faith
with the Ukrainian Catholic communion – that we are in
full communion with each other,” he said, expressing appreciation to all the committee members who guided the
community through the process.
Bolen removed the altar stones (containing relics of unknown saints) from the Sheho and Foam Lake churches.
Representatives of the two Roman Catholic parishes then
carried the stones in procession to the joint celebration at
the newly-shared facility. Plans to insert the altar stones
into the altar at Holy Eucharist were delayed, however, as
they didn’t quite fit.
The adjusting and smoothing needed for the wood of the
altar to accommodate the stones is an apt image for the
kind of adjustments that the two congregations are making
Eparchial News Christmas 2016 page 3
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even with him at the foot of the cross, when he felt most
abandoned by God, said Bayda. “What was the gift that
God the Father gave his Son? The most compassionate and
merciful eyes of his Mother,” said Bayda. “It was through
her that God expressed his compassion… in prayer, I want
you to stand in front of her and let her see all your joys and
sorrow.”
“She will share with you how God used her in his plan of
redemption, and she will share with you how God wants
to use you in his plan of redemption. This is an icon, and
there are many different kinds of icons, but there is no more
perfect icon than your face, into which somebody else will
look… what is our role in redemption?”
Bolen took up the theme, reflecting on how Christ the King
parishioners “looked into the eyes” of Holy Eucharist parishioners and discovered a great and warm welcome.
“The unity which binds us together as Catholics, is always
a unity characterized by diversity. Every parish, every diocese, every eparchy has its differences; it has its blessings
and its gifts. In the Catholic Church we are very blessed to
have many rites…what a rich and a magnificent tradition
the Byzantine rite is. How blessed our universal church is
to have this diversity of rites,” he said.
“What you have entered into is a deep relationship which
our churches are already in… we are in full communion,
we are one in faith, we are one in Church order, we are one
in our sacramental life. But that doesn’t make us uniform.
We are a rich diversity of people.” Bolen expressed appreciation for the “graceful and grace-filled way that the community has moved through this process.” He also encouraged the parishes to find ways to continue to grow more
closely together, and to share sacramental life.
Bolen pointed to St. John Paul II’s description of the eastern and western traditions of the church as “breathing with
both lungs,” adding: “But not many places in the world are
lucky enough to breathe with those two lungs in one building! What you are experiencing, what you are entering into
is not intended to be a sacrifice, but a gift, an experience of
grace and God’s goodness.”
Expect something new to happen, Bolen suggested. “My
hunch and my expectation is that you will be able to teach
us – you will be able to teach the whole Church, the diocese
of Saskatoon, the eparchy – what it is to live more fully together as brothers and sisters in Christ, each with your rites
and traditions, practices – but one people.”
After the shared homily, the two bishops engraved their
names at the back of a cross for the shared building, which
included the date of the celebration and the words “We are
one in the Lord.”
A potluck barbecue supper followed the liturgy, with a program emceed by Nevin Halyk, a member of the joint management committee. “There are six of us on that particular
committee. The two parish councils direct our work as a
joint committee, and then we carry out the wishes of the
parish councils as it pertains to management of the building
and our co-activities that we do together.”
Bernie Schultz, Parish Council Chairperson of Christ the
King, and Bohdan Popowych, Chairman of Holy Eucharist, also spoke during the program about the discussions,
blessings, and journeying together that led to sharing the
building.
“Over the years that we got together and talked and got into
the plans for this, it was a pleasure to work with a committee of that calibre and the consideration they had for us,

Bishop Bryan greets Bishop Bolen with bread and salt and presents him a symbolic key to the church.

and we had for them,” said Schultz, thanking committee
members and all the parishioners of both parishes, as well
as thanking the bishops for their guidance.
Schultz compared the process to a marriage, in which two
families come together to share a home. “Like a marriage,
we have to work at it to make it better.”
“Both parishes had to sacrifice a little independence to
achieve the goal,” admitted Popowych of the discussions
that began in 2009. “But the process was a good one….
The more we talked and the more we dealt with issues of
concern, the more we understood that we are very, very
much of the same faith. We are one.”
Popowych also stressed the importance of continuing to
work on the relationship between the two congregations,
and the importance of following Mary’s advice at the wedding feast of Cana: “Do whatever he tells you to.”
“We begin our journey with a leap of faith, and full of hope
that we can make it work,” he said.
†Anne Keyowski†
1926-2016
Anne was born on January 11, 1926
at Frontier, SK. to Fred and Helen
(Jarman) Basnicki, the fifth of eleven
children. They lived in the Gorlitz area
where she attended school until grade
eight when she was needed at home
to help with her younger siblings. She
worked in the fields, as well as did
laundry, milked cows and other chores

around the farm.
She married Thomas Keyowski on November 11, 1943.
Their first home was a two-room log house near Canora.
They were blessed with four children: Patricia, Eugene,
Edward and Gail.
Anne was a member of UCWLC since 2001. She also
helped in many church activities before she became a
member.
Anne’s husband Tom passed away in1963, at the age of 48.
Along with her young son, Anne continued to farm to keep
the family going. In 1970, Anne worked during the winter
in Toronto. Upon returning to Canora, she accepted a position at the Gateway Lodge.
She enjoyed attending all of her grandchildren’s school and
other activities. She babysat often and took great pride in
her ten grandchildren.
After her diagnosis of Alzheimer’s she became a resident
of the Canora Gateway Lodge, where she continued to reside until her passing on June 7, 2016 at the age of 90 years.
She will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved her.
May her memory be eternal
•submitted by Audrey Hrycak

†In Memoriam†
Sister Metrodore ssmi

1921 -2016
Sister Metrodore died peacefully at Holy Family Home on
September 25, 2016. She was in her 95th year and 78th as
a Sister Servant of Mary Immaculate.
Sister Metrodore (Anne) was born in Toronto
on November 21, 1921. Her parents, Leon and Magdelene (Drociuk), a deeply religious couple, emigrated from
Western Ukraine in 1913. They settled in Toronto and in
1930 moved to Cooksville, now Mississauga.
Anne entered the Novitiate of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate on July 28, 1938 and took the
religious name of Metrodore. She was preceded in 1925
by her sister Stephanie (Sister Naucratia), who died at an
early age in 1930. Sister Metrodore’s youngest sister Nadia, followed her into religious life in 1942, becoming Sister Genevieve.
Sister Metrodore taught religion and conducted
Ukrainian School in Saskatoon and Toronto. She taught
kindergarten at St. Anne’s School in Ancaster. Music was
a big part of Sister Metrodore’s soul. While in Toronto,
she studied music at the Toronto Conservatory and in private studios in Saskatoon, Windsor and Detroit. She took
courses in choral and orchestration. She also took choral
conducting sponsored by the Ukrainian Canadian Committee.
She opened a School of Music in Windsor and
taught piano and music theory for 54 years. She helped
students reach their potential, giving them guidance, valued advice, hope, inspiration and encouragement. Connections with these students remained long after they graduated from the School of Music, some till her passing. While
in Windsor, she served the parish of Saints Vladimir and
Olga Ukrainian Catholic Church, teaching religion and
Ukrainian, directing youth and children’s choirs, cantoring and leading a prayer group.
She was warm, caring and compassionate to
those suffering, always available to anyone in need.
In 2006, Sister left Windsor and was missioned to
St. Paul’s Home in Dauphin. Here she appreciated making
new friends and open to ministry of availability and contemplative prayer. In 2008, the Dauphin parish celebrated
her 70th Jubilee as a Sister Servant.
In 2015, Sister Metrodore became part of Holy
Family Home. As a resident she continued her ministry of
encouragement and prayer. She valued the warm welcome
and excellent care she received.
All the Sisters are all grateful for the compassionate care that was provided
Gratefulness for the
Seven Oaks Hospital Staff on her time there. Heartfelt
gratefulness to the Windsor parish who reached out to her
through phone, letters and many prayers.
Sister Metrodore is survived by Sister, Genevieve
(Nadia) SSMI, Yorkton, SK, nephew John, nieces Marie,
Margaret and Ellen (Chris) and their families.
Funeral Services were held Saturday, October 1
at Bethany Home Chapel, Winnipeg.
The interment took place at Ss Peter and P
May her memory be eternal!
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Sister Martha Mary Zulyniak, SSMI
1942 - 2016

Sister Martha died peacefully on September 13 at Mary
Immaculate Health Care Centre, Mundare, AB. The Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate kept a prayerful and loving vigil by her bedside.
Mary was born to Peter Zulyniak and Catherine
(Protz) on January 31, 1942, in Yorkton, SK. Mary attended the local school and took her high school at Sacred
Heart Academy in Yorkton, SK, where she was taught by
Sisters Servants.
She responded to the Lord’s call to dedicate her
entire life to Christ and His Church, entering the novitiate
of the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate in Ancaster,
ON, on August 18, 1958. Sister Martha made the first profession of vows on February 09, 1961 and final profession,
August 15, 1966.
For 58 years Sister Martha served in whatever
apostolate she was missioned with her whole heart. She
was blessed with many talents, from cooking and canning,
to caring for the sick and elderly as an LPN, to snow plowing and lawn mowing and hosting celebrations. She truly
served in the manner of Blessed Josaphata, responding to
serve where the need was the greatest.
Her first missions were in Saskatoon, SK; Yorkton, Ancaster, ON at Mount Mary Academy and Toronto.
She served in the kitchen, preparing meals for the Sisters
and the resident students. She returned to Sacred Heart
Academy to serve as the resident students’ prefect for five
years.
Then Sister Martha entered the health care mission of the Sisters Servants, preparing for it by becoming a
Licensed Practical Nurse at St. Boniface School of Nursing
in Winnipeg. She served at Holy Family Home in Winnipeg, caring for the elderly and serving as Activities Supervisor. Sister Martha was missioned to St. Paul’s Home in
Dauphin, MB, where she also was the local Superior and a
catechist at the parish. She then used her nursing skills at
Mary Immaculate Hospital in Mundare for several years.
She served as LPN and local Superior for seven years at
Mary Immaculate Hospital, Willingdon, AB. From 1999
until 2015 she was local Superior at St. Joseph’s Home in
Mundare, where she cared for the elderly Sisters Servants.
Sister Martha served generously, with love and
concern for those entrusted to her care. She herself summed
up her SSMI mission in the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians: I am only the earthenware jar that holds this
treasure, that such an overwhelming power comes from
God and not from me. In her lifetime she was a channel of
God’s tender compassion and healing touch to young and
old - priests, Sisters Servants, laity. Sister Martha was truly
a “Martha,” hosting, preparing meals, providing what was
needed, but she was equally a Mary, listening at the feet of
the Lord in chapel.
In her later years, with joy and self-sacrifice Sr.
Martha ministered to the needs of the elderly and infirm
Sisters Servants Bethany Home in Winnipeg, St. Ann’s
Home in Ituna and St. Joseph’s Home in Mundare, where
she served since 1999. Sister Martha welcomed all who
came to visit or to pour out their difficulties. She listened
with her heart and was a source of strength by her common
sense approach to life.
Sister Martha was a devoted member of the Sisters
Servants. She was deeply grateful for the opportunities the
Community provided her for pilgrimages to Greece, Rome
and Israel, spiritual renewal program at Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA, and for retreats and spiritual growth.
She was a seeker for a deep prayer life and an authentic following of Christ. She especially valued all the opportunities given her to grow in self-knowledge. She was blessed
“to see the gift in her woundedness and brokenness.”
Whenever there was a need, Sister Martha would
share her faith with children and youth, teaching catechism
in the parishes and at summer camps.
The funeral Divine Liturgy was celebrated on
September 20.

Sister

Fotenia
1924-2016

Kathleen

Spilchuk,

SSMI

Sister Fotenia, a member
of the Sisters Servants of
Mary Immaculate, died in
the Lamont Hospital, AB on
Thursday, October 27, 2016.
Kathleen (Sister Fotenia) was born on November
23, 1924, in Bedfordville, SK.
Her parents, Dmytro and Annie (Spilchuk) had emigrated
to this district near Ituna from
Yamnytsia, near present day
Ivano-Frankivsk in Ukraine.
		
Dmytro and Annie shared their precious
treasure of faith with their children, teaching by example.
Dmytro assisted the priest as a Sacristan. In the winter he
walked over two miles to the church to light the fire for the
service and also to clear away the snow. Annie washed the
church linens. The family hosted the visiting Redemptorist
priest in their home.
The Sisters from Ituna came to her parish to teach
the children and youth in the summer months. Desiring to
follow their way of life, Kathleen entered the Novitiate of
the Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate in Mundare, AB
on September 02, 1944. She felt that she owed her vocation to the witness of her parents. For them faith was the
way they followed Christ day by day, shaping the way they
lived and loved.
On her Clothing Day she took the religious name
Fotenia. Sr. Fotenia made first profession of vows on
March 09, 1947, and final profession, August 15, 1953.
In the Sisters Servants Alberta Mary Immaculate
Hospitals in Willingdon and Mundare she was missioned
a total of twenty years as Food Service Supervisor. In
the 1960s she taught the culinary arts in the Novitiate at
Mount Mary, Ancaster and 25 years later at the Novitiate
in Mundare AB. She served in the culinary department of
Sacred Heart Academy, Yorkton, SK and in Ancaster, ON
at Mount Mary Academy and later on at the Retreat Centre.
She served in the Dietary Department of St. Paul’s Nursing Home in Dauphin, MB. She prepared meals for the
Sisters at our Calgary Home and served in the parish as
well.
However there is more to her vital service in the
kitchen. From 1994-1996 she served in the kitchen department at the Apostolic Nunciatura in Kyiv, Ukraine, where
the challenges were great, indeed, since this was the time
of setting up a household in a country just emerging from
the Soviet system.
However, Sister Fotenia rose to the occasion, celebrating her first Canadian Thanksgiving in style. To quote
from her letter: “When I tried to buy a turkey, all I could
find was a small portion of smoked turkey. I thought it
would do, with some chicken legs added. No pumpkin pie,
though, but ap ple pie will be good. I went out and picked
some leaves and made a horn of plenty with all we had on
hand.” From another letter: “Everything is great and I enjoy being here, always something new!” Her adventure in
Kyiv was followed with another one in Lourdes, where she
once again managed the kitchen from May to July in 1996.
In her 72 years as a Sister Servant, Sister Fotenia
generously served her religious community, our clergy and
church and people on both sides of the Atlantic. She often
went beyond the call of duty and spared no effort. Hers was
a gentle and welcoming spirit. In the midst of difficulties
she was blessed with a sense of humour, which put things
in perspective.
Hers was a heart full of gratitude, even one that
embraces suffering and pain, accepting it as sharing in
Christ’s passion. She was a woman of prayer, praying for
her religious community, the church and her people, especially those in most need.
. She is survived by Sr. Andronica SSMI at Holy
Family Home, Winnipeg, MB, nieces and nephews with
their families and cousins among whom are Sisters Servants Sr. Florentine Smysniuk and Sr. Adrianne Charanduk.
Sister Fotenia’s funeral and interment took place
November 02, 2016 in St. Joseph’s Home Chapel.. Interment followed at Ss Peter and Paul Cemetery.
May the memory of Sr. Fotenia be Eternal!

Ukrainian Catholic Women’s League of Canada

Wynyard Sacred Heart Parish and UCWL Report

-Our UCWL membership tea and installation of officers took place on February
14, 216. We welcomed two new members, Daria Stephaniuk and Beverly Bzdel
to our Branch bringing our total to 35 members.
-On May 29, 2016 we held tag day as well as our parish praznyk and dinner and
the blessing of the graves afterwards.

-June 17 was our Town of Wynyard Carnival Days. We decorated and entered a
float with the theme of “125 years celebration of Ukrainians in Canada”.
-This summer, 2016, we hope to complete renovations to our church which began
in 2014. The old siding was removed and a stucco finish is being added. Some
repair work was also done internally as well as painting. To help fund this project,
donations were received as well as pyrogy sales and pyrogy suppers.
--submitted by Koni Lalach, present President of Wynyard Sacred Heart UCWL.

Wynyard Carnival Day Float. June 17, 2016.
Sacred Heart UCWLC Members
Front Row (Left to Right): Daria Stephaniuk, Secretary; Bernice Petryshen, Treasurer; Sacred Heart Church celebrating 125 years of Ukrainian Settlers in Canada.
Fr. Jeffery Stephaniuk, Chaplain; Koni Lalach, President; Jackie Belsey, Vice President.
Second Row (Left to Right): Olga Danuk, Lena Latoski, Sally Lalach, Rose Bezdel, Helen Shular, Victoria Hlady, Mary Lipka
Back Row (Left to Right): Minni Sawchyn, Nancy Pitzel, Marian Couste, Yvonne ChorSacred Heart Church, Wynyard
ney, Mary Bartoshewski, Sandra Lazorko, Anne Lalach, Merle Wasylynka
Renovations 2014-2016

Moose Jaw Celebrations

August 21, 2016, was an important day in the life of the Assumption parish in Moose Jaw as parishioners and guests
celebrated the seventieth anniversary of the parish. Among
the guests present for the festivities was Bishop Bryan
Bayda CSsR. He was joined by former pastor Rt. Rev. Walter Kostiuk of Saskatoon.
Prior to the Liturgy Bishop Bryan was welcomed to the
parish by Kara Lazurko who presented him with flowers,
Harry Horejda with bread and salt and Fr. Yurij Lazurko,
parish administrator, with a hand cross.
A pontifical Divine Liturgy followed with the responses
led by Mark Lazurko. At the end of the Liturgy Bishop

Bryan blessed water and flowers and prayed the panakhyda
for the deceased former parishioners. Prior to the banquet
a group photo was taken. About 100 people enjoyed the
banquet catered by Charlotte’s Catering. MC Harry Horejda introduced the head table guests which included Mrs.
Helen Kushner, the oldest living parishioner, and Fr. Rick
Krofchek, pastor of St. Joseph’s parish. He then offered a
toast to the pioneers of the parish. Anniversary cakes were
enjoyed by all. Mnohaya lita was sung for Bishop Bryan
who was celebrating his birthday that Sunday.
After the conclusion of the program parishioners and guests
has an opportunity to renew acquaintances. A great day
was enjoyed by all.

Sr. Stephanie Olynyk visiting Wynyard and Sacred Heart
parish December 8, 2016. Sisters Servants of Mary Immaculate renew their vows on the Feast of Immaculate
Conception, and she did that at today’s Divine Liturgy
with our parishioners as witness and as beneficiaries of the
strength such witness provides for our own Christian lives.
Sr. Stephanie was visiting for a few weeks during the sickness and death of her mother, Mary,
at age 103, and her funeral service from Sacred
Heart parish and burial at St. Demetrius, Holar.

Greeting Bishop Bryan with flowers, bread
and salt and the hand cross

Group photo of parishioners and former parishioners

Sister Stephanie ssmi with Fr. Stephaniuk
Dorothy Lazurko Bishop Bryan presbringing greetings ents certificate on the
from UCWLC
occasion of the 70th
Anniversary

Bishop Bryan
and Dorothy
Lazurko
cut
and served the
Anniversary
cake
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Blessing during Pontifical Liturgy

Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood of Canada
BISHOP ROBORECKI BRANCH 2016 ST. VOLODYMYR PRAZNYK
Every summer Bishop Roborecki Branch (Saskatoon) UCBC members organize
and host a St. Volodymyr Praznyk at St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic Park. The event is
held on the Sunday nearest to July 28th, the Feast Day of St. Volodymyr. This celebration
also serves as an appreciation for the volunteer Bingo workers, and a farewell for the 56
children, youth, and counsellors and who attend St. Volodymyr youth camp.
The Praznyk celebration begins with a Divine Liturgy celebrated by a member of
the clergy in the beautiful St. Volodymyr Church located in the park. This year’s celebrant
was Rev. Fr. Janko Kolosnjaji, pastor of St. George’s Cathedral. The youth did the readings, sang Отче Наш, and assisted Brothers and volunteers with responding to the Divine
Liturgy. Following the Divine Liturgy, everyone proceeded to the camp facilities to enjoy
a delicious picnic of barbecued hamburgers, hot dogs, salads, and fruit organized and prepared by Bro. Orest Sirman and his assistants.
When the picnic was finished, President Bro. Bernie Bodnar, KSV, thanked the
Bingo volunteers for their help over the year past, Bro. Orest Sirman and his helpers
for preparing the meal, Bro. Adam Nahachewsky for the sound system and leadership in
organizing the camp, Bros. John Holowachuk, KSV and Eugene Pryma, KSV for volunteering their time and talents for camp maintenance, and all those attending for their presence. Bro. Adam Nahachewsky thanked the children for a wonderful camp experience,
and the counsellors for their help in making the camp experience a memorable one for the
children. The youth campers then entertained those present with a number of songs and
musical skits.
34th Anniversary of the passing of our late Bishop Andrew Roborecki

2016 was another busy year for the UCBC St. Athanasius Branch. The year rounded out
as listed.
January 24 saw the brotherhood hold an appreciation KFC supper with the UCWLC
from St. Athanasius.
February 9 was Shrove Tuesday and the brotherhood was in charge of making pancakes
for supper.
February 14 cake and coffee was served by the brotherhood for St. Valentine’s Day.
March 3 had the brotherhood wrapping sausage to sell for Easter and socialables after.
May 1 the brotherhood cooked brunch for the first holy communicants, families and
guests.
May 8 Mother’s Day had the brotherhood handing out carnations and serving coffee and
cake after church.
May 9 some of the brotherhood got together and cleaned up the church lawn did some
maintenance.
May 13 for Mosaic the Parish and brotherhood got together and made 400 dozen perogies.
June 5 was Tag day and the brotherhood handed out crosses and served coffee.
June 11 a hot dog sale was held at the Rochdale Crossing Co-op by the brotherhood.
June 21 an appreciation bbq supper was held with the UCWLC.
Oct 8/9 was St. Athanasius 50th anniversary in which the brotherhood helped out in various ways.
Nov 12 a 1st annual toy auction was held in the hall and the brotherhood ran a concession for it.
Nov 19 the brotherhood assisted the Parish in serving soup and sandwiches for a senior
appreciation.

Sunday, October 23, 2016 –UCBC- Bishop Roborecki Branch together with parishioners
of the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of St. George and guests celebrated the 34th Anniversary of the passing of our Late Bishop Andrew Roborecki. 10AM Divine Liturgy,
followed by the Panakhyda was completed by refreshments, fellowship and brief program
in the cathedral auditorium . Fellowship and Program was attended by 59 Faithful.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE
BISHOP BUDKA EPARCHIAL STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY
INC. (BBESSI)

The Brotherhood has a rich history of support for our Ukrainian Catholic Church and
involvement in education as a way of ensuring that our families, especially our youth will
retain their rich culture and religious heritage.
Our goal is to promote and preserve our Ukrainian language, religion, culture and education.
On this day as a token of appreciation for their hard work, efforts and dedication, the following organizations were given recognition. Keep up the good works!
St. Volodymyr Ukrainian Catholic Park
$2,700.00
St. George’s Cathedral ..............................
$2,700.00
Bishop Filevich Ukrainian Bilingual School
$ 300.00
Bishop Roborecki Catholic School
$ 300.00
Musee Ukraina Museum ..................................
$800.00
Altar Servers/Children of Mary (3 Parishes)
$100.00 ea.
Special Olympics-Zone 6 ................................... $100.00
PFE Dance Showcase- Scholarship ………….
$ 50.00
Taras Shevchenko Foundation ………………..
$200.00
St. Volodymyr Eparchial Youth Camp............
$800.00
Ukrainian Sisters of St. Joseph’s Home
(Shoe Box Project) ............................................... $100.00
Eparchial News .................................................... $100.00
*Bishop Roborecki Branch retained .........
$ 2,700.00
Donations were made possible through the brotherhood endeavors at City Centre Bingo.
Yours in Christ!
Brother B. Bodnar KSV

Order of Merit
awards presented at Bishop Roborecki Branch
in Saskatoon

Bro. William Gulka, KSV; Bro. Eugene Pryma, KSV; Bro. Bernie Bodnar, KSV; Bro.
William Boyko, KSV; Bro. Ed Werbicki; His
Excellency Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR; Rev.
Deacon Myron Yamniuk.
Friday, June 10-Andrij
Shevchenko, Ambassador
from Ukraine visits Saskatoon
Brothers Peter Kostiuk,
Martin Hryniuk and Bernie
Bodnar attended reception at
St. Volodymyr Villa
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When:

Saturday, February 18, 2017

Time: 		

Registration - 1:30pm to 2:00pm
Annual General Meeting – 2:00 pm

Where:

St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Auditorium
214 Avenue M South
Saskatoon Saskatchewan

Who:

All members of a Ukrainian Catholic parish or
mission within the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy
of Saskatoon are entitled to attend, and only
who are 18 years of age or older are entitled
to vote at the meeting.

Purpose:

This meeting is being called for the purposes
of:
· Approving the Financial Statement Reviewer’s Report and the Annual Financial
Statements for the fiscal year ending
December 31, 2016.
· Appointing a Reviewer/Auditor of the
financial records for the next fiscal period
· Approving Bylaws or Amendment to the
Bylaws, if there are any to consider for
this Annual Meeting.
· Reporting of activities and motions of the
Directors to the membership
· Electing Directors
· For transacting such other business as
may properly come before an Annual
General Meeting.

Access to Documents: The Financial Statements will be posted on the Eparchial website
– www.skeparchy.org. Copies may be picked up
at the BBESSI’s Office at 214 Avenue M South,
	
  

L>R: Brothers Bernie Bodnar KSV, John Kornylo KSV, wreath layer, Adam Nahachewsky, flag bearer, Ed Rogalski, Lawrence Maher

Saskatoon during normal business hours, Monday through Friday any time after January 31,

Brother Peter Kostiuk celebrated his
100th Birthday Saturday, October 15
– Birthday party with invited guests
Paul Bunka
@ Villa¯ Oct. 23- Come n’ Go at St
KSV, Martin Volodymyr Villa
Hryniuk, Ken Brother Peter is the oldest surviving
Fay, Bernie
Ukrainian WW11 Veteran.
Bodnar

Initiation of new members Martin Hryniuk & Ken Fay

Mnohaya Lita!

	
  

Today, although throughout the universal
Church the Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy has officially ended, nevertheless, the topic of my
spiritual vignettes is about mercy. Pope Francis
repeatedly tells a story, which he says, was the
source of his whole life’s vocation and spirituality. When he was thinking of proposing to his girlfriend, he passed by the local church and decided
to pop in to say a prayer. There he met a young,
very friendly priest. He decided to go to confession to him. Something happened in that confession which Pope Francis describes as an encounter with God who had been waiting for him. He
powerfully experienced the mercy of God for him
and for all people. His life was changed. He did
not go to the train and to the picnic. He did not
propose to his girlfriend. He discovered a special vocation of mercy and that the only meaning
of his life was to show the mercy of God. Due
to that experience 61 years ago, he adopted the
motto as archbishop, cardinal, and pope “having
been revealed mercy, therefore chosen to show
mercy.”
“God is love” (I John 4:8). God’s love revealed
in His mercy and forgiveness is the greatest power in the universe. It is so great that we will never
be able to comprehend its length and breadth.
Through the incarnation of divine love in Jesus
Christ, God becomes remarkably visible in His
mercy. Christ bridges the abyss between His holiness and our misery. He not only taught us to be
merciful, but also lived what He taught. In Christ
we are able touch the mercy of God with our own
hands. Jesus Christ is the beating heart not just
of the Gospel, but also the life of every one of
us. He cures our coldness with the tenderness of
His love and He nurses our frustration with the
abundance of His peace. He brightens our darkness with His eternal light. When we are repentant, His mercy toward us glorifies Him to such
a degree that all of Heaven rejoices. He bends
down to us with great compassion to our failings and restores our weakness with His boundless strength. He forgives us when we throw
ourselves in His loving arms. He buries our sins
in the ocean of His mercy and heals our wounds
with His precious blood. His mercy never come
to an end; there is a bottomless supply of patience
and affection in our God.
Since today Pope Francis closed the very last
Holy Door at St. Peter’s Basilica, let us open wide
the holy doors of our hearts by performing acts of
mercy to everyone in need of love, tenderness,
and forgiveness. Let us serve our good and merciful God with all our hearts, with everything that
we are and that we have. Let usreach out to those
with whom we have disagreement and open our
hearts to hear them with our ears, consoles those
who are sad with our mouths them and to look
at them with love. Let us respect and recognize
the good qualities in those with whom we have
differences. Let work together with them to find
common ground in order to carry out works of
mercy. There is no one without sin, no one who
can claim righteousness before God. We cannot
condemn others, for we know that we ourselves
are unworthy and depend on the mercy of God.
The closer we are with God, the greater is this
sense of our sinfulness and the more we are merciful to the weaknesses of others.

“At the time of religious persecution, there was a
priest who was thrown into prison because of his
faith. He was tortured and beaten so badly that he
was close to death. As he laid in the prison dying,
it so happened that his torturer, the man who had
beaten him almost to death, had himself found
disfavor with his superiors, was beaten very badly
and then thrown into prison. As the hours went by
and the torturer came closer to death, he kept crying out from his physical pain, but also loudly lamenting over all the evil that he had committed in
his life. He said that no one could forgive him for
the terrible things he had done. Then the priest,
who was listening, called over several young men
to lift him up, because he was too weak to stand
on his feet. They carried him over to the man. He
sat beside his own torturer, hugged him with his
hands, held close his deformed face, and started
to tell him about the love and mercy of God. He
told the man that God forgave him, and that all
the Christians this man tortured had forgiven
him and that they loved him. And then he said,
“Imagine, if we love you and forgive you, how
much more does God love you and long to hug
and comfort you.” The torturer was so moved by
the actions and words of the priest, that he began
crying harder and started to confess all his sins
to this priest. Imagine, a murdered man listening
to the confession of his own murderer, and telling
him of the great love and mercy of God.”

My beloved in Christ, in the midst of darkness in
our world let shine the bright, warm rays of our
good hearts. Let us strive to shine brightly with
the light of faith and works of mercy, so that when
the Lord will come, we may go forth in radiance
to meet Him and may reign with Him throughout
eternity. Keep flying higher, reaching towards the
perfect love of God Himself. Let Christ through
our hands feed the hungry, protect the orphans,
and heal the wounded. Let He tenderly carry the
weak with our shoulders, and bring them closer to
the merciful Lord with our hearts. I humbly pray
that our Heavenly Father would hear the heartbeat of the beloved Son Jesus Christ in everyone
of us. Let His beating heart in us win the world to
believe and trust in God.
The closing of the Holy Doors at St. George’s Cathedral on
Monday, November 14, 2016, marked the conclusion of the
Jubilee Year of Mercy.
The evening commenced with confessions and
Divine Liturgy and closed with a final procession, Moleben
and prayer. Fr. Janko Kolosnjaji, Fr. Michael Smolinski,
CSsR, (Ss Peter & Paul) and Fr. Andre Lalach (Dormition)
concelebrated services. Fr. Graham Hill, CSsR, from our
neighboring Guadalupe RC Parish assisted with confessions. Also in attendance were Fr. Mudri, and Fr. L Malkov,
CSsR.
A beautiful warmth imbued the Cathedral throughout the evening. The beautiful cries of babies, the laughter
of children, and the warm fellowship of the faithful from a
variety of parishes filled the Cathedral. Many shared their
experiences passing through Holy Doors over the course of
the Jubilee Year of Mercy. This was a treasured pilgrimage
opportunity.
Our warmest gratitude to the Ukrainian Sisters of
St. Joseph for having gifted us with beautiful icons for our
Holy Doors at our Cathedral and throughout our Eparchy.

Pope Francis discovered a special vocation
of mercy; he was chosen to show mercy. Today, when the Jubilee Year of Divine Mercy is officially ended, I encourage you to be in a special
Go forth. Be the mercy you wish to see in the
way to carry forth the light of God’s mercy wherworld…
ever people experience suffering, sadness, and -Submitted by Teresa Hiebert
misfortune. By having compassion on others, we
become like our dearest Redeemer, whose hands
were always caring and healing. He needs generous, selfless and joyful servants with open hands
to touch the wounds on the bodies and souls of
our brothers and sisters in order to heal them and
bring closer to His loving embrace. Christ longs
that we recognize His beautiful face in others.
Unless we look at them with compassion and discover in them precious image of God Himself,
we will be unable to love and lend a hand from
our own talents and gifts. Perhaps the image of
God in someone is deformed and damaged, but it
is God’s beauty nonetheless. We are not compassionate by discerning what is wrong or unattractive in others, but by helping them to radiate the
dear face of Christ within them. At times, our daily ministering to others is simply a kind word,
a reassuring gesture, or the recognition of a person’s dignity. Mercy knows how to look into the
eyes of every person and see the beauty of Christ.
Let God’s mercy always rule over our hearts, oth- Frs. André Lalach, Janko Kolosnjaji and Michael Smolinski CSsR pray the moleben
erwise we can miss the opportunity to love, serve,
and show others the way to the Lover of Mankind
The very first King size bed
Himself.

In conclusion, I would like to repeat the request of our Sister Theodosia: “Not to forget—to
be the person your Creator and God wants you
to be. Open your hearts, created with love and
for love, and be perfect in the art of loving, even
your enemies.” Sister showed us a way to walk
courageously through life with open hearts and
hands. She said: “Everyone we meet should be
greeted and treated as if they were Jesus Christ
Himself.”She taught us to see the beautiful face
I would like to share with you this little story. of Christ within every person and to be God’s
compassion and healing in our wounded world.
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ST. ATHANASIUS PARISH – REGINA
50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
{submitted by Marie Brigidear and Father
Basil Malowany}
{photos by Marie Brigidear}
On October 8 & 9 2016, St. Athanasius church celebrated
its 50th Anniversary. Back in 1966, under the direction of
Rt. Rev. Mitrat Luzney, St. Athanasius became the second
Ukrainian Catholic parish in Regina. For our 50th Anniversary, the parish centre (Msgr. Luzney Hall) was very
elegantly decorated to greet our many former and present parishioners and guests. On Saturday October 8, the
first evening of our celebration, music played in the background, while the Hosts and Hostess greeted each guest
with a drink and a piece of bread. In the hall there were
displays of events that happened in the parish for each decade. The display of the first decade of the parish (1966
- 1975) consisted of a replica of the Church complex. This
was build ty Ted Dusyk, the first president of the parish.
Ted proudly explained how he made the model and where
he obtained the pieces he needed for the dome and trees
around the display model. Greetings and a short history of
the parish was given. Opening grace was a song by Bishop
Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R. Following a lovely meal, a tribute
to Rt. Rev. Mitrat Luzney, was given by Myron Herasymuik, the first chairman of the building committee when
the church was built. The celebration continued on Sunday,
October 9 with parish greetings and presentations to Bishop Bayda. A Pontifical Divine Liturgy was offered with the
current parish priest Fr. Basil Malowany and former parish priest Fr. Walter Kostiuk, concelebrating with Bishop
Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R. An anniversary brunch followed this
Divine Liturgy with congratulatory greetings and toasts
offered by those present along with socializing and well
wishes from all present for the continued success of St.
Athanasius Parish.

Children welcoming Bishop Bryan with flowers

Head table guests

Blessing prior to Pontifical Divine Liturgy

Art Wytrykush accepts ANNIVERSARY certificate

St. Athanasius choir
Ella and Ted Dusyk cutting the anniversary cake

Bishop Andrew Roborecki Foundation Inc.
2016 Christmas Report………..Norbert Wasylenko, Chair

Nativity of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

The object of the Bishop Roborecki Foundation is to provide financial assistance and support to the Eparchy to further the educaХРИСТОС
tion of individuals or organizations who;
		
-are of the Ukrainian Catholic rite, or who embrace the РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ! Jayne Paluck and Robert Fr.Vladimir
Ukrainian Catholic Rite;
Wuschenny introduce guests
greetings
CHRIST IS
-strive to become fluent in the Ukrainian language; and
ST. ATHANASIUS
LETPARISH – REGINA
-are accepted by the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saska- BORN!
toon to work for the benefit of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of50TH
USANNIVERSARY
ADORE
CELEBRATION
Saskatoon.
{submittedHIM!
by Marie Brigidear and Father Basil Malowany}

Simunovic brings

{photos by Marie Brigidear}
This year, the Board of Directors has approved a $20,000 disbursement for this purpose. Although, this amount may
appear like a lot,
On October 8 & 9 2016, St. Athanasius church celebrated its 50th Anniversary. Back in 1966,
it is only a fraction for what is actually needed. The following is the
status of clergy in training at the present time; under the direction of Rt. Rev. Mitrat Luzney, St. Athanasius became the second Ukrainian
Catholic parish in Regina. For our 50th Anniversary, the parish centre (Msgr. Luzney Hall) was

July 17, 2016 –Vasyl Tymishak was ordained a very
Deacon
in Ukraine.
elegantly
decorated to greet our many former and present parishioners and guests. On
January 8, 2017 Warren Dungan, Prince Albert, will be ordained as
Saturday October 8, the first evening of our celebration, music played in the background, while
Deacon at the Shrine in Ottawa.
the Hosts and Hostess greeted each guest with a drink and a piece of bread. In the hall there

Contributions are continually being received from
the faithful, and
were displays of events that happened in the parish for each decade. The display of the first
for this the Board of Directors and Bishop Bryan Bayda are very
decade of the
(1966 - 1975) consisted of a replica of the Church complex. This was build
thankful. January is the month that has been designated
byparish
Bishop
Bryan Bayda as the month in which the faithful
make the
donaty may
Ted Dusyk,
first president of the parish. Ted proudly explained how he made the model
tions. Check your January Parish Bulletin for further details.
and where he obtained the pieces he needed for the dome and trees around the display model.
The 2016 Annual Financial Statement and a list of Donors will be
Greetings and a short history of the parish was given. Opening grace was a song by Bishop
published in the Easter Edition of Eparchial News.
The Mission of the Foundation is to always bring
forFollowing a lovely meal, a tribute to Rt. Rev. Mitrat Luzney, was given
Bryanawareness
Bayda, C.Ss.R.
needed financial support so that our obligations
can
be
met
each
by Myron Herasymuik, the first chairman of the building committee when the church was built.
year. To this end, Bequests to the Foundation are encouraged and
The the
celebration
continued on Sunday, October 9 with parish greetings and presentations to
very welcome. Your financial support will ensure
Foundation
Council president Roseanne
continues to maintain its mandate in perpetuity,
in educating
and Miller
Bishop
Bayda. A Pontifical
Divine Liturgy was offered with the current parish priest Fr. Basil
supplying necessary priests and deacons to minister
to our faithful.
Malowany and former parish priest Fr. Walter Kostiuk, con-celebrating with Bishop Bryan
Bayda, of
C.Ss.R.
Liturgy with congratulatory
Blessings on you and your families during this season
the An anniversary brunch followed thisTedDivine
Dusyk, first Couucil president, with the model of rhe
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church
greetings and toasts offered by those present along with socializing and well
wishes from all

present for the continued success of St. Athanasius Parish.
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FATHER BORIS KYBA CSsR CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF PRIESTHOOD
June 19, 2016 was a joyous occasion in which clergy, family, friends and parishioners gathered at 4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Church in Ituna to celebrate Divine Liturgy
in honour of Father Boris Kyba’s 50th Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood. Celebrants at the Liturgy included: Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR (Saskatoon), Bishop Michael
Wiwchar CSsR (Ituna), Father Larry Kondra CSsR (Winnipeg), Father Boris Kyba CSsR
(Ituna), Father Peter Pidskalny CSsR (Ituna), Father Francis Hengen (Yorkton), Father
André Lalach (Saskatoon), Father Bohdan Lukie CSsR (Yorkton), Father Leonid Malkov
CSsR (Saskatoon), Father John Sianchuk CSsR (Winnipeg), Father Michael Smolinski
CSsR (Saskatoon) and Father Jeffrey Stephaniuk (Wynyard).
Also visiting were Father Vladimir Kolpakov CSsR (Saskatoon), Sister Nestor
Kyba SSMI (Yorkton), Sister Suzanne Kokuruds SSMI (Yorkton), Sister Marijka Konderewicz SSMI (Saskatoon), and Brother Eumir Bautista CSsR (Chicago).
Father John Sianchuk gave the homily, “This is the day the Lord has made, Rejoice and be glad in it”. He spoke of Father Boris’ answering our Lord’s call to Priesthood;
the gift Father Boris has given us for the last 50 years.
Everyone then proceeded to the Parish Center for cocktails and a banquet. The
Master of Ceremonies, Larry Tymiak, welcomed everyone. Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR
blessed the food.. Father Boris then cut the Anniversary Cake.
Mr. Tymiak introduced the head table: Paul and Lynn Kyba, (brother and sisterin-law), Father Larry Kondra CSsR, Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR, Father Boris Kyba CSsR,
Bishop Michael Wiwchar CSsR, Cornelia and Bruce Bobinski (sister and brother-in-law),
and Joanna Pidperyhora (sister). The clergy listed above were also introduced.
Greetings were given by Bishop Bryan Bayda CSsR and Father Larry Kondra
CSsR. Bishop Bryan presented a plaque to Father Boris, commemorating his 50th Anniversary. Joanna Pidperyhora brought greetings from the family. Greetings were also given
by Parish president Terry Korchinski, UCWLC president Priscilla Halipchuk, Geraldine
Kaban of St. Mary’s Yorkton, Bob Burak from St. Michael’s Goodeve, and Knights of
Columbus Grand Knight Michael Spilchuk.
A slide presentation followed. Father Boris then gave his remarks. He commented on the full church which showed their appreciation for his years of service. He also
thanked all who travelled to partake in this celebration. As well, he recalled memories of
serving in various parishes. He also spoke about the power of the sacraments.
Father Boris has been involved with Marriage Encounter since 1980. Father
Boris thanked his Redemptorist brothers for coming to celebrate the Liturgy with him.
He also thanked everyone who has and continues to challenge and inspire him. His final
words were “Do the math… count your blessings’
In conclusion, Larry Tymiak graciously thanked Father Boris for his many years
of spiritual service. Larry ended by thanking the organizing committee and Father Peter
Pidskalny for all of his help.
The evening concluded with a closing prayer said by Father Peter Pidskalny
CSsR.

Father Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R.
Fr. Boris Kyba, C.Ss.R. was born on July 14, 1941 in Yorkton SK, the fourth child
of Anthony and Stephania (nee Yurkiw) Kyba. He was baptized at St. Mary’s Church in
Yorkton on July 24, 1941. Father Boris grew up on the family farm in Dnieper, SK. He
received his First Holy Communion at the nearby Church of the Transfiguration of Our
Lord in 1947.
Father Boris attended Cedric School from Grade One to Nine. From 1956 to 1959
he was enrolled at St. Vladimir’s College in Roblin, MB. Father Boris then entered the
novitiate of the Redemptorists in Meadowvale, Ontario and made his first profession of
religious vows on August 28, 1960.
Father Boris pursued his seminary studies for the priesthood at several institutions. He
attended Holy Redeemer College, University of Windsor where he received his Bachelor
of Arts Degree in 1963. Father Boris continued his studies at St. Mary’s Seminary in Yorkton, and completed his seminary training at Immaculate Conception College in Oconomowoc, Wisconsin.
He was ordained to the Diaconate on March 25, 1966 at St. Nicholas Cathedral by the
late Bishop Jaroslaw Gabro. That same year, on June 24, the Feast of John the Baptist, he
was ordained a Priest by the late Bishop Michael Rusnak, C.Ss.R., at St. Mary’s Church
in Yorkton.
After his ordination, Father Boris attended the University of Manitoba, where he
received a Professional Teaching Certificate. From 1967 to 1972, he was on staff at St.
Vladimir’s College, teaching History, Geography, Ukrainian and even one class of ‘Biology’! Father Boris was Principal of the College from 1968 to 1972. During this time, he
was also the Pastor of St. Mary’s Parish in Russell, MB
In 1972 Father Boris was assigned as Pastor of Holy Eucharist Church in Toronto, Ontario. Six years later Fr. Boris was assigned as Associate Pastor at St. Joseph’s Parish in
Winnipeg. During this time he also served as Provincial Consultor/Secretary. Father Boris
returned to St. Vladimir’s College in 1981. In addition to teaching and pastoral duties for
the Roblin District, Father Boris was a faithful bus driver for many a college concert tour.
From 1987 to 1993 he was Pastor of St. Joseph’s Church in Winnipeg. Then from 1993
to 1999 he was assigned as Pastor to Wynyard and district. In 1999 to 2005 Father Boris
returned to St. Joseph’s in Winnipeg. He was the Vicar to the Provincial Superior, and was
the Provincial Superior in 1993. Father Boris was Pastor for Ituna and district from 2005
to 2015, and presently is the Associate Pastor.
In his fifty years of priesthood, Fr. Boris preached parish missions, retreats, and has
worked on numerous Marriage Encounter Weekends. He always found time to enjoy
many a round of golf!
HOLODOMOR
Holodomor is the name for the intentional starvation of millions of people in Ukraine in
1932-33 by the Soviet state.
Ukraine was known as the ‘breadbasket of Europe”, famous for its rich black soil.
The Soviet leadership saw in Ukraine and its independent farmers potential resistance that
it was determined to crush. During the Holodomor, the authorities sent teams to take all
of the grain from the Ukrainian countryside and then all of the remaining food they could
find. At the height of the famine Ukrainians were dying at the rate of 28,000 per day.
Between 1017 and 1932Ukraine fought for and briefly achieved independence. However,
the Soviet Union overcame Ukrainian forces and Ukraine was incorporated into the Soviet Union. The Soviet leaders, realizing they needed popular support, allowed even encouraged Ukrainian cultural expression and involvement in the new regime.
By the end of the 1920’s, Joseph Stalin decided that a Ukrainian nation proud of its culture
was a threat to Soviet rule. He launched a campaign of intimidation, arrest, imprisonment and execution of Ukrainian intellectuals, artists, church leaders who had promoted
Ukraine’s cultural distinctiveness and autonomy.
At the same time Stalin ordered the collectivization of agriculture, which meant the state
confiscated the property of independent farmers and forced them to work on state collective farms. Ukrainians, who were mostly small scale or subsistence farmers, resisted.
The state branded the more successful farmers and those who protested collectivization
as kulaks (rich farmers) and declared them enemies of the state who deserved to be eliminated. Tens of thousands were thrown out of their homes and deported.
The Communist party was determined to get hold of all of the grain from the Ukrainian
countryside, both to feed its cities and for sale abroad. The officials required Ukrainian
villages to hand over impossibly high grain quotas to the Soviet state. When the villages
were not able to come up with enough grain, the authorities took even the seed set aside
for the next planting season.
The authorities sent special teams to search homes for hidden grain, who even seized and
destroyed other food.
When starving farmers set out in search of food, Soviet authorities forbade them from
leaving Ukraine. Farmers who were caught were sent back, virtually a death sentence. A

head table
guests

Soviet law made it a crime to take even a few stalks of grain. In some places, soldiers in
watchtowers stood on guard to be sure that desperate villagers could not take any of the
harvest. The Soviet leadership was informed that people were starving but ordered local
officials to extract even more grain from the villages. Millions of Ukrainians starved as the
USSR sold their crops abroad.
cutting the cake

Bishop Bryan with Knights and altar servers

St.Michael’s Camp

Camp
Sask.

St. Michael’s
Madge Lake,

Wow! What a blessed and fruitful year 2016 has indeed
been! Glory be to God! It is amazing to behold that so
much has been accomplished since the first time I saw St.
Michael’s grounds on September 30, 2014! On that day,
Bishop Bryan Bayda and Fr. Rac blessed the camp grounds
as the new construction work commenced. The multitude
of hours of labor and love poured into these grounds has
truly bore fruit this year. We were blessed on June 6 to
witness the beautiful St. Michael’s statue installation, as
well as the angel’s wings statue next to our Holy Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic Church.These beautiful statues
were most graciously and lovingly donated by the Broda
and Hudye families. On June 18, St. Michael’s celebrated
our 1st Annual Family Fest. Bishop Bryan, Fr. Rac and Fr.
Derkach officially blessed the exquisite statues, the facilities and camp grounds for the camp opening season. This
was followed by a lovely Divine Liturgy in the Church.
Over 200 dinner guests shared a beautiful meal and evening of fellowship after. That huge foil roaster of lazy cabbage rolls disappeared quickly at late night snack!
Our summer camp time was
busy and blessed with one week of AMPO, two weeks
of youth camps, and a week of Cana Continues-Family
Camp. The summer was blessed with Sunday services at
our quaint Holy Eucharist Ukrainian Catholic Church. A
special thank you to Fr. Franklin at St. Stephen’s Roman
Catholic Church for serving many Sunday masses through
the summer. This summer was also interspersed with a couple fantastic Perogy Suppers, a couple reunions and other
rentals. We ended the camp season with a lovely Fall Supper and headed into autumn with our first Board Visioning
Retreat October 21-23.
The beautiful long winding road
to get to St. Michael’s Camp is so symbolic of the long
and winding road to attain goals. Sometimes we wish for
a smoother, straighter ride. We do not always get what we
want. Bishop Bryan’s reflection on the St. Michael’s statue
that he shared with us at Family Fest still resonates…

upcoming changes at our upcoming AGM on April 30,
2017. See our posters for our various camp opportunites.
Book your organization’s special event at our inspiring
Duck Mountain Provincial Park location – truly God’s
country. And yes, there is a golf course and ski hill nearby!
Visit our website at www.stmichaelscamp.com or Like us
on Facebook!
-Prayerfully submitted by Teresa Hiebert
St. Michael’s Board Member

Fr. J. Rac, Fr. I. Derkach, Bishop Bryan
Blessing of food

“On the wings.....:

Hungry participants at Family Fest

Eparchial of Saskatoon Clergy and
Staff Study Days

An invigorating game of minigolf

“This work of art will truly put
St. Michael’s Camp on the geographical and
spiritual map. The detail overwhelms.
It draws one into prayer and reflection instantly. It anchors the distracted soul.
The
detail renders the invisible visible. It has great potential
to
change the human heart, since it
is like scripture, “a two edged sword”
according to
St. Paul. The viewer sees both the protection offered by
St.
Michael while at the same time
the sanger of dismissing his help.
Finding ourselves in daily temptation, we are victims but with God we are victors. The
consequences of indifference to the spiritual battle are
daunting. To whom will you surrender?”
						
			
-Bishop Bryan

thought…

Week two campers

Beautiful spiritual food for

Our inspirational journey to
serve has only begun. Our Board of Directors has had
some impacting changes this year and we welcome our
new members! Our vibrant Board welcomes enthusiastic,
creative, inspired souls who wish to make impacting, tangible contributions. Discern if you are called to volunteer
as an occasional helper, with specific needs, as a committee member, or a dedicated and committed Board member.
Time, talent and treasure are all welcome! For inquiries,
call our Board Chair, Tracie Bugera at 306-533-8229 or
email tracie.bugera@sasktel.net
Moving forward, mark your
calendars for our Fishing Derby & Mardi Gras Bash
on February 25, 2017. Explore our transformation and
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A calm and serene Madge Lake

St. Basil’s Parish, Regina, SK – October 24- 27,
2016
{submitted by Chris Pidwerbeski, Communications Coordinator, Eparchy of Saskatoon}
Regina – Eparchial Clergy, Religious and Staff
gathered at St. Basil’s Parish in Regina October
24- 27 for the Eparchial Study Days. Clergy
attended the entire sessions, while the eparchial
staff joined them on Oct. 26 and 27. Meals and
refreshments were graciously prepared by the
ladies of the parish.
Each day began with a Divine Liturgy, as well
as a Panakhyda Service following the Divine
Liturgy on Wednesday, October 26th.
Clergy had the opportunity to listen to the
presentations on The Catechism of the UGCC
“Christ Our Pascha” by Father Gregory
Hrynkiw, ASTH, and on National Catechetical
Commission and UCREC Resource Material for
Christ Our Pascha by Sr. Bonnie Komarnicki,
and Sr. Marijka Konderewicz, of Sister Servants
of Mary Immaculate.
Group Sessions included presentations on:
· Eparchial Abuse Protocol & Policies –
Deb Larmour
· Forming Intentional Disciples Presentation – Iris Owchar, Father. Ivan
Nahachewsky, Father Vasyl Kravchuk,
Father André Lalach and Deb Larmour
· St. Michael’s Camp – Tracie Bugera,
Chair of the Board
· Reports by Eparchial Offices and Ministries: AGEMI, BBESSI, Communications, Family and Life Office, Eparchial
Insurance and Financial Officer (Bohdan
Popowych, Morris Smysnuik/Iris Owchar, Chris Pidwerbeski, Deb Larmour,
Norbert/Shawn Wasylenko, and Adrian
Olenick, respectively)
As well, the Clergy met for their meetings of the
Presbyteral Council and St. Matthew’s Society.

Engaged? Thinking about getting engaged? Now is
the time to register for the Eparchy of Saskatoon Family and Life Office Marriage Preparation course—
Crown the with Honor and Glory. It will be held on

St. Michael’s Camp 2017
Summer Camp Director - Job Description

the weekend of March, 10-12, 2017 in Saskatoon,
at the Chancery office, 214 Ave. M South, using a
weekend “retreat” format this course will cover the
important issues of family of origin, communication,
intimacy finances and more from a uniquely Ukrainian Catholic perspective. It will be a time for you as
a couple to engage, not just with each other, but with
your faith and your hopes to build a vibrant family
or “domestic church”. For more information talk to
your Pastor and contact Deborah Larmour, 306-6530138 (ext 228), text 3067172756 or email ucfamilyli-

Position
Employer
Term Honorarium
2017 Camp Dates

Camp Director
St. Michael’s Board of Directors
$1600.00
Training/Orientation: July 5-8 Four-day Orientation & Staff Training
Youth Camp (July 9-15 Week 1 and July 16-22 Week 2)

Location

St Michael’s Camp at Madge Lake, SK (In Duck Mountain Provincial Park, 30 minutes from Kamsack, SK).
1 – Term Position – Starting March 1, 2017 & ending August 31, 2017. Payment upon receipt of
final reports & Board approval at a Board Meeting. A T4A will be provided in 2018 for Income
Tax purposes.
E-mail your application to stmichaelscamp@sasktel.net
Snail Mail or Drop Off your application to:
St. Michael’s Camp
PO Box 128
Kamsack, SK S0A 1S0
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
February 1, 2017
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28th / 2017 @7pm.
Prep time commences March 1, 2017
St. George’s Cathedral Auditorium
Training/orientation days
During camp weeks 24/7 and sleep over night in a dorm with campers. Day after camp end to close
There are : FOUR - THREE Year Termout camp/complete paperwork, etc.
Director Positions to be filled.
Food and lodging is provided
Summer Camp Experience
Members of the Eparchy of SaskatoonWorking with Children ages 8-14
This is your park
Ukrainian Culture
Would you like to make a difference?
Catholic Religion – preference to Ukrainian Catholic with Youth Ministry experience
Want to get involved in the larger EparLeadership Experience
chial Community?
Know someone who does?
Develop, with the Camp Committee Chair &/or designate, camp theme/all required schedules for
camp. To interview/hire counsellors, counsellors-in-training in conjunction with Camp Committee For Info:
Elaine Koshman – 306 262-2096
Chair &/or designate.
Gavril Tarasoff
To provide leadership to camp counselors and guest presenters.
306 260-8590 gavril@tarasoff.ca
To develop a fun and engaging experience for youth, utilizing the strengths the counselors have to
Bernie Bodnar
offer.
306 382-1647 bandmbodnar@shaw.ca
Activities will include: Drama, arts & crafts, singing, dancing, sports, swimming, team building and
nature activities, liturgical and prayer activities. These activities will provide campers with positive
interactions and new experiences. We promote the use of Ukrainian language and culture into all
activities in an accepting way to those who have very little or no Ukrainian language skills. There
will be a religious element to all activities as the purpose of the camp is to experience God through
nature and companionship of others.
June 24/2017
Minimum 21 years old
DIVINE
LITURGY
New Criminal Record Check & Vulnerable Sector Search
2:00PM
Current First Aid & CPR BLS(C) Certification
Blessing of water,
Ukrainian Language Skills are an asset
STS.
PETER
&
PAUL PARISH, BODNARI
Preference to Ukrainian Catholic, Youth Ministry Experience
Highway
41East
along grid 767 (6 mi East of
Must work with Camp Committee Chair to implement program
Smuts)
Must work with guest presenters to offer a variety of topics
Must attend Staff Orientation and Training sessions as necessary
PRAZNYK- Saturday service at Cemetery
Use of media/ images/footage for St. Michael’s and Eparchy of Saskatoon advertising & promoFellowship & Social to follow .
tional purposes
You are INVITED!
To Serve as Authority if discipline problems arise
Provide evaluation of the program
Adeline Alexandrovich 306 943-4680
Leadership and Team Work Skills
Bernie 306 382-1647 - bandmbodnar@shaw.ca
Decision Making
,
Problem Solving
People Skills
Responsible and Accountable
Creativity
Enthusiasm
Crisis Management
Organizational Skills
Flexible - able to adjust schedule when necessary
Supervise Staff
Positive Role Model

# of Positions

To Apply

feoffice@sasktel.net to register.

St. Volodymyr Ukrainian
Catholic Park Inc

Application Deadline
Hours of Work

Experience

Job Description

Requirements

Skills and Abilities

Camp Mission: Fostering relationships with
God, nature, family &
friends.
(AND HAVE FUN!)
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CANA Camp

Hodgeville Centennary

The dock is our soul. We control how we allow
waves, weather, and thus, God, to penetrate us.
We are the conduits of His Graces.
Tried.
True.
Terrifying.
Cana 2016 was a spectacular gathering of 4 families, a
Bishop, and the Holy Trinity. And the angels and saints,
visible and invisible, and so on.
The best witness is that of a teenager who said
he “thought it would suck”, but that it was “…awesome!
What are the dates for next year? Can we come next year,
Dad?...” Powerful. Honest. Straight up.
This powerful family retreat was an opportune
time for letting go of busy schedules, distractions. A fasting from the fast pace we have become so accustomed
to. A powerful rest in the arms of our Mother Mary, and
brushed against the wings of Archangel Michael, Our
Powerful Protector.
There is so much to divide and take families
apart. Here was a true spirit of togetherness- through our
daily English Divine Liturgies, our daily parent sessions,
our evening prayers, breaking our Daily Bread together:
through our play time, the tinkling of a giggle and the roar
of laughter, the dancing of campfires, the swoosh of an
archery arrow. A timely parent session on Amoris Laetitia
by our Good Shepherd, Bishop Bryan, helped us grasp
quickly the strength, hope and meaning shared to us by
Pope Francis. An amazing pre-Liturgy teaching on the
Eucharistic preparation prior to Divine Liturgy (Proskomedia or Liturgy of Preparation). It is so powerful and
meaningful now, watching and knowing what the priest
is doing! And the Vespers with the evening sunset on the
docks of Madge Lake! Taking in the beautiful resonance
of voices singing praises to our Creator. God’s symphony
in the background with the music of the birds, the crunch
of little feet in the nearby bush. The Holy Spirit whispers
with every ripple in the lake.
So many opportunities to encounter Christ! And
we could because our arms could embrace him! Our arms
weren’t full of all the other ‘stuff’ we carry around on
regular days…
Join us next Cana 2017, August 13-19. Families
evangelizing families in real time.
Blessings to you and through you.

Prayerfully submitted by Teresa Hiebert,
Volunteer Cana Coordinator

Jerome Joseph Wasylow
January 18, 1951 – November 14, 2016

June 26. 2016, was a memorable and festive date as parishioners and guests gathered on the occasion on the parish feast day celebration and the 100th anniversary of the
parish.
Fr. Vladimir Simunovic celebrated the Liturgy. He then
blessed water and then blessed graves. Everyone was
treated to a scrumptious BBQ lunch. An enjoyable timr
was had by all.

See the Family & Life Office “Our Cana Camp” on
our Eparchy’s website: http://www.skeparchy.org/
familyandlife/?page_id=1355
nah, Alton and Sophie. JHe was predeceased by his parents Walter and Helen (Gutiw), his in-laws Rev. Deacon
Morris and Olga Holota and extended family members.
Jerry was born in Eston on January 18, 1951, and completed elementary school in Saskatoon and high school at St.
Thomas College in North Battleford. He earned a four-year
Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy and English at the
University of Saskatchewan. Jerry and Angela were married in 1972 and settled in North Battleford. There, Jerry
held management and sales positions in the general insurance and real estate industries and was owner of Capricorn
Property Ltd. In 1984 he became Special Assistant to the
Member of Parliament and enjoyed administration and
communications duties as well as being instrumental in the
introduction of automated systems to the office. The family
moved to Saskatoon in 1989 and Jerry completed his fouryear Advanced Certificate in Computational Science, also
at the University of Saskatchewan. His great talent for analysis and design ensured a successful career specializing in
multi-platform relational database design and applications.
He retired in 2011 from civilian service with the Saskatoon
Police Service. Jerry was respected and held in high esteem
by all who knew him. It is telling that an SPS co-worker
made a sign with his picture with a logo of WWJWD?

Jerry was a valued member of our Ukrainian
Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon. He was the
first Communications Director for the Eparchy,
generous with his time and talents, and a exemplary witness to Christ in so many ways. May
God comfort all those who mourn his passing.
In blessed sleep, grant eternal rest, O Lord, to
Your servant Jerome and make his memory everlasting. Вічная Пам’ять - Vichnaya Pam’yat Jerry lived a life of joyful and devoted service. His family always felt how important and precious they were to
- Eternal Memory.
With love and great sorrow the family of Jerome
Joseph Wasylow announces his passing in Saskatoon at the age of 65 on November 14, 2016.
Jerry will be lovingly remembered by his wife of 44
years, Angela, and their children Andrea (Jean-Pierre
Ducasse), Simon (Julie) and Philip (Erin). Left with
treasured memories are dearest grandchildren Oleksa,
Gabriel, Michael-Gerard, Tristan, Joseph, Allyson, HanEparchial News Christmas 2016 page 12

him and knew he would do anything for them. He was
so proud of all family members and never ceased being a loving mentor, a sounding board and always gave
thoughtful, sage advice. His compassionate care of his
parents was exemplary. He enjoyed family time most of
all - especially when it was outdoors. He taught the finer
points of hiking, camping, canoeing, fishing and archery
not only to his children but especially to his grandchildren. Although he and Angela enjoyed far away travels,
the best trips were to Waskesiu or St. Volodymyr Park
with the whole family. His designing and planning of

Dennis & Cathy Zakaluzny, Sylvia & Paul Semesock
a cabin built in the backyard for the use and delight of
the grandchildren was a highlight of this past summer.
Service to his church was evident in his various executive
positions throughout the years, always working toward
the best for parishes and the eparchy. He was pleased to
become the first Communications Director for the Eparchy of Saskatoon, a position which allowed him to use
his computing skills in designing its first website, while
his organizational and communications skills helped
bring together parishes throughout the province. A special joy was his planning and executing the successful
visit of the Patriarch of the Ukrainian Catholic church to
the province. Jerry felt a duty and responsibility to be a
steward of eparchial resources and worked cooperatively
to improve and expand the role of St. Volodymyr Park.
Starting in North Battleford as a Squire, he was recently
awarded a life membership in the Knights of Columbus.
Jerry was known for his skilled and spontaneous
sense of humour. His special avocation was fly-fishing..
The family thanks God for the gift of Jerome in their lives.
He will be dearly missed. Vichnaya Pamiat! Eternal Memory!

Ss Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church
Grenfell, SK
Minutes of Meetings
Continued from Spring edition
amount of $199 and 34¢ was indeed the correct amount in
the bank. All present accepted the report as presented. It
was reported that since the building of the Greek Catholic
Church of Grenfell, there is still a debt of $2000.00 and the
bank was owed $1100.00, together totalling $3100.00.
Oleksa Velestuk then gave a few warm words of
thanks to all the parishioners for their hard work for the
church. All present expressed their thanks. Next on the
agenda was the election of trustees. According to the law,
the president of the parish is Rev. A. Kaluzniatsky.
Next was the vice-president; Stefan Brodach nominated Wasyl Finyk, seconded by Ivan Kozak. All were in favour and he accepted the position. This was followed by the
election of the recording secretary; Oleksa Velestuk nominated Andri Ivasiw, seconded by Ivan Kozak. All were in favour
and he personally accepted the position. Next was the election of the financial secretary; Petro Gedzyk nominated Stefan Radz, seconded by I. Yaremko. All were in favour and he
personally accepted the position. According to the agenda of
the day, next was the election of the treasurer; Oleksa Yaremko nominated Wasyl Kardash, seconded by Stefan Brodach.
All were in favour and he personally accepted the position.
Next was the election of the Controlling Committee; Stefan Brodach nominated suggested that Oleksa Yaremko inform the two of them of their election. For the position of Starshi Brat, it was unanimous and Oleksa Yaremko
was chosen. For the second Starshi Brat, Oleksa Velestuk was
unanimously chosen and for the third Starshi Brat and Palamar, Ivan Kozak was unanimously chosen.
The president reminded those present about the work that is
necessary to do around the church yet. No one had anything
else to bring up and the meeting was adjourned.
Grenfell, Sask. February 12, 1922
Signed: Rev. Apollinarius Kaluzniatsky President of the
Greek Catholic Church
Andrei Ivasiw, recording secretary
June 18, 1922
After lawful notification, the members of the Greek Catholic
Church in Grenfell, Sask., gathered for a meeting at the home
of Mr. Radz at 4 o’clock in the afternoon. There were 21
members present. The agenda was proposed as the following:
1- The financial situation of the Greek Catholic Church,
Grenfell, Sask.;; how much was paid to date for the building
of the Church and fixtures and what amount is still owed?
2- Who has paid their fees for the Church and who has been
negligent?
3- To come up with a way of getting the inactive members
involved in the Church. The Church is short of money and
we do not want to turn people away.
4- Other sincere matters of the members
A sincere discussion was held. Those present promised to
fulfill their obligation to the Church dues. Those who garantuvaly the Church debt revealed that it should be brought up
at the next annual meeting the financial state of the Church.
The meeting was adjourned.
Grenfell, Sask. June 18, 1922
Signed: Rev. Apollinarius Kaluzniatsky President of the
Greek Catholic Church

A.

Ivasiw, recording secretary
December 24, 1922

According to the law, notice was given of the parish annual meeting of the members of the Greek Catholic Church,
Grenfell, Sask., in the home of Stefan Radz. The meeting
began at 3 o’clock in the afternoon with 12 members present.
The president welcomed everyone with a few short words
and opened the meeting requesting that the members sincerely occupy themselves with the affairs of the Church.
Then our pastor explained some of the difficulties in our
parish. Then the recording secretary read the minutes from
the last two meetings;; the annual meeting held on the 12th
of February and the general meeting held on June 18, 1922.
The financial secretary then read the financial report of the
income an expenses up to today’s date. Expenses totalled
$224.80¢, leaving $113.12¢ in the treasury. Cash on hand
$78.02¢ and in the bank there is a sum of $35.10¢. The trustees agreed that everything is in order. Then Father President
and M. Shawranski thanked the outgoing committee for their
hard work for the church and the parish. After that, the members gathered offered the committee their absolutoria (honourable discharge).
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Next was the election of new trustees. Following the episcopal order for Canada, the president of the parish is Rev. A.
Kaluzniatsky, who is our local pastor. Election of the vicepresident;; Oleksa Yaremko nominated W . Finiak, seconded
by M. Shawranski. W. Finiak accepted the position. Next was
the election of the recording secretary; O. Velestuk nominated A. Ivasiw, seconded by W. Kardash. All were in favour and
he personally accepted the position. Next was the election of
the financial secretary; W. Kardash nominated ___, seconded
by O. Duryba. All were in favour. Next was the election of
the treasurer;; O. Yaremko nominated W. Kardash, seconded
by O. Duryba. All were in favour and he personally accepted
the position. Next was the appointment of the Controller
Commission. O. Yaremko nominated O. Duryba, all were
in favour without discussion. O. Velestuk nominated M.
Sharanski, all were in favour. Next was the appointment of
the Starshi Braty;; M. Shawranski nominated W. Kardash;; all
were unanimous. O. Duryba nominated O. Velestuk for the
second, all were in favour. O. Yaremko nominated P. Gedzyk
for the third Starshi Brat and the Palamar. All were in favour.
Because the hour was already late, the meeting was adjourned.
Grenfell, Sask. December 24, 1922
Signed:
Rev. Apollinarius Kaluzniatsky President of
the Greek Catholic Church
A. Ivasiw, recording secretary
November 21, 1925
The meeting was opened by the president O. Duryba who
briefly explained the goal and purpose of the meeting and
asked that the members discuss the matters of the Church
tranquilly. The first order of business was the debt the
Church had. One by one, the members agreed to table the
matter to the annual meeting to be held in January 1926.
The second matter of business concerned the priest. After
a short discussion, it was decided to ask the priest to come
8 times a year. But if we set aside more for his time, we can
possibly have 9 or 10 services a year. It was decided that every member pay $1.50 toward the expenses for the priest,
each time he comes. Redz is to be paid 50 cents for his work
around the Church.
The third matter is the treasurer’s report and statement from
the financial secretary which have not been given for three
years. We have a total of $79 and 4 cents.
The fourth matter is the election of officers for the year
1926. After a long discussion, the following were elected:
1. Oleksa Duryba, President
2. Wasyl Kardash, Treasurer
3. Stefan Redz, Financial Secretary
4. I. Yaremko, Recording Secretary
5. O. Velestuk, Starshi Brat
6. Wasyl Kardash, Starshi Brat
7. Ivan Kozak, Palamar
No signatures.
January 29, 1928
A meeting was called to elect Starshi Braty. Ivan Kozak nominated Oleksa Yaremko;; seconded by Oleksa Duryba. Oleksa
Yaremko nominated P. Gedzyk, seconded by Oleksa Duryba.
Oleksa Yaremko accepted the position. Thus concluded the
election of the Starshi Braty. Oleksa Yaremko nominated
Wasyl Kardash in place of O. Velestuk. Ivan Kozak remained.
The meeting was adjourned. Grenfell, January 29, 1928
Signed: Rev. Pawlo Reshytylo, president
		
A. Ivasiw, recording secretary
January 14, 1929
Items:
1.
Very Rev. Reshytylo opened the meeting.
2.
Election of officers
3. The trustees remained the same as they were in 1927. All
were in favour.
4. Election of the Starshi Braty:
5. 1. Brother Wasyl Kardash; all were in favour and W. Kardash accepted.
6. 2. Brother Ivan Kozak; all were in favour and Ivan Kozak
accepted.
7. 3. Brother Oleksa Yaremko;; all were in favour and Oleksa
Yaremko accepted.
8.
The Council has been chosen and we just need the
priest to have a Divine Liturgy here in Grenfell, Sask.
9.
The priest is to come here 8 times a year;; all were in
favour.
10. All assembled were unanimous that the fees for the priest
be waived for A. Ivasiw.
11. Report from Fr. Reshytylo. Father explained some Church
matters concerning the payment of the debt and religious
matters concerning marriages and baptisms and the involvement of the Latin priest.
12. A discussion about Ridna Shkola (Ukrainian School) so
that families would send their children to Ridna Shkola.

13. Thanks was expressed to Fr. Reshytylo for his advice on
reducing the debt owed by our Church in Grenfell, Sask.
14. The Financial Secretary, S. Radz, gave a report of the
income and expenses for 1928.
15. The vice-president, Oleksa Velestuk, brought up the matter of hay by the Church.
16. Whoever will cut the grass around the Church must watch
over the Church and clean the Church. We will continue to
call Stefan Radz. S. Radz accepted.
The meeting was adjourned. Grenfell, Sask., January 14, 1929
Signed: Rev. Pawlo Reshetylo, president
Andrei Ivasiw, recording secretary
February 20, 1930
The annual general meeting of the Church community took
place on February 20. 1930, withb14 members present at 4
o’clock in the afternoon at the home of Pan Radz.
The meeting was opened with a prayer lead by our pastor
Fr. Michailo Ircha;; minutes will be taken by Fr. Ircha. The
agenda was given as follows: 1- Reading of the minutes of
last year’s annual meeting by Pan Andri Ivasiw, the recording
secretary, 2- report from the financial secretary, Pan Radz.
The treasurer, Pan Michailo Kardash, confirmed that the figures presented by the financial secretary were indeed what
was recorded in the ledger;; the members assembled accepted the report as presented. Income for the year 1929 was
$716.25; expenses totalled $538.30, which leaves a balance of
$177.95¢. The pastor thanked the trustees for all their hard
work.
Next on the agenda was the election of trustees for the year
1930. Oleksa Oleshtuk was chosen Vice-president;; Stefan
Radz was elected Financial Secretary;; for Recording Secretary a vote was taken between Kardash and Ivasiw, Ivasiw
received 10 votes; Oleksa Kozak was elected treasurer;; Wasyl
Kardash was elected to the Controller Committee along
with Andri Ivasiw and Michailo Kardash; Hospodar of the
Church for the year 1930 is Stefan Radz; the Starshi Braty are
Wasyl Kardash, Karatnyk and Oleksa (Yaremko).
The priest is to celebrate 8 Divine Liturgies a year. The members are to pay their annual Church dues in two installments
or more, or whenever they have $8.00.
Cards (of members in good standing) will be presented for
confessions. The trustees agreed that the priest can also serve
non- members.
The members passed a motion that all parish monies are to
be kept in the bank under the Church name with the financial
secretary and the treasurer having access to the funds with
the parish seal.
The meeting was adjourned. (s) Fr. Michailo Ircha, president
February 28, 1932
The annual general meeting took place in the home of Pan
Petro Gezyk to discuss Church matters and to elect a new
council for the year 1932.
Election of officers:
1-Oleksa Valeshchuk will remain vice-president
2- Stefan Radio - financial secretary
3-Michailo Prokomenko - recording secretary
4- Oleksa Valeshchuk - treasurer, unanimous.
5- Wasyl Bihun - Controller Committee
6- Ivan Fai - Controller Committee
7- Wasyl Kardash - Starshi Brat
Ivan Kozak - Starshi Brat
8- S. Radio - Hospodar of the Church
9- Salary for the priest is $15.00 per service along with room
and board.
10- Membership cards will be used for Easter Confessions
11- Every member is to pay a fee of $8.00 annually
12- Baptisms for non-members is $1.00
13- Marriage for non-members is $2.00
14- Funerals for non-members will be $5.00
15- The Diak will have his membership fees waived
16- Oleksa Valeshchuk will retain the cash on hand of $28.15
¢
17- There will be 12 services a year
No adjournment No signatures
October 23, 1932
The annual general meeting was held in the home of Pan P.
Gezyk. Church matters were discussed.
1- The priest is to have 10 services here a year
2- Church membership fees are $8.00 a year
3- S. Radio is to pay only half the membership fee and
can pay in installments of 50 cents
4- W. Bihun will look after room and board for the priest
and will be paid 50 cents for each time
5- The Hospodar of the Church will be S. Radzo
6- Election of officers for 1933
7 - Presidet Oleksa Valeshchuk
to be continued

National Catechetical Commision Meeting In Winnipeg
Wednesday, 31 August 2016, 00:20
The members of the National Catechetical Commission (NCC), which consists of representatives from all
the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchies in Canada, met for
a three-day conference at the Chancery Offices of the
Archeparchy in Winnipeg August 23-25, 2016.
One of the items on their agenda was to formulate materials that could used for the presentation of the first part of
the new catechism for the Ukrainian Catholic Church –
“Christ our Pascha”. The catechism was actually promulgated by the Head of the Ukrainian Catholic Church, His
Beatitude Sviatoslav together with the Synod of Bishops,
in the summer of 2011. However, the English translation
was finalized and published.and made available for distribution only this year. One of the reasons why the translation into the many languages of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church throughout the world is not being rushed, is the
effort to offer the most precise translation of the theological
terminology used in the original text.
The eparchial representatives to the NCC are: Fr. Stephen
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Wojcichowski and Bernadette Mandrusiakfrom the Eparchy of Edmonton; Sr. Marijka Konderewicz, SSMI and
Sr. Bonnie Komarnicki, SSMI from the Eparchy of Saskatoon; Fr. Andrij Chornenkyi from the Eparchy of New
Westminster; Presbytera Iryna Galadza from the Eparchy
of Toronto and the Archeparchy of Winnipeg’s Vicky Adams. As the host of this recent gathering of the NCC, Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak, OSBM also participated in
some of the sessions.
Among the accomplishments at the August meeting was
the finalizing of a powerpoint presentation, a list of study
questions, as well as a video that incudes messages from
His Beatitude Sviatoslav, as well as the head of the Patriarchal Catechetical Commission, Bishop Peter Stasiuk,
CSsR and two professors from the Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies that were
among those that worked on the translation – Fr. Andrij
Chirovsky and Fr. Peter Galadza.
The Commission has also begun work on a “glossary” of
terminology used in the Catechism that will be helpful to
many readers in better appreciating the text... terms such
as “anaphora”, “deification”, “octoechos”, “epiclesis” etc.
As always happens, some ‘typos’ do get through the careful editing process, but a complete list of errata will also be

issued by the Commission.
All these resources will soon be posted on a website accessable to the general public.

SVIATOSLAV SHEVCHUK MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF KYiV-HALYCH
Greeting of His Beatitude Sviatoslav To Canadians of Ukrainian Descent Marking the
125th Anniversary of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada 1891. - 201.6
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
On the occasion of the 125th anniversary of Ukrainian settlement in Canada I send prayerful greetings from your ancestral land of Ukraine to the over two million Canadian citizens
of Ukrainian descent. This is a time to celebrate God’s many blessings given through the
vast territory of Canada to our people who have made this new land their home. And we
rejoice with you, recalling at the same time the hardships and struggles you have endured
over these many years.
During the Vesper service of Great and Holy Saturday, on the eve of the celebration of the
resurrection of Our Lord, we sing a hymn taken from the Old Testament Book of Daniel.
It is the song of praise of the three Hebrew youths who were thrown into the furnace in the
foreign land of Babylon, but whom God saved for their faith and trust.
During this year of jubilee we join our voices with the three youths proclaiming: Sing
praise to the Lord and exalt Him above all forever. Over these 125 years our people have
found not only a refuge in Canada, but they have prospered and grown, becoming respected citizens of this land. They have established a new life for themselves and their
descendants, which now reach to the fifth and sixth generations.
Indeed, all Ukrainian Canadians can sing: Bless the Lord, all you works of the Lord. Bless
the Lord, mountains and hills, and everything growing from the earth. Bless the Lord, you
springs, and seas and rivers. Bless the Lord, you whales and all water creatures. Truly, our
people have been blessed with the fruits of this land.
In giving thanks to the Lord I call upon you at the same time to be faithful sons and “’
daughters ‘-”
PASTORAL LETTER
FROM THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF CANADA
ON THE OCCASION OF THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
2016/2017

daughters of both your ancestral land and of this new land. As you sing: Blessed are you,
O Lord, God of our fathers, praiseworthy and exalted above all forever - remember the
people and land of Ukraine and pray for their deliverance from all economic hardship and
threat of war.
As you sing: Bless the Lord, servants of the Lord - remember to participate and serve in
the governance and leadership of Canada, enjoying a right of citizenship so often denied
in Ukraine’s history.
As you sing: Bless the Lord, O Israel - remember the elder brothers of this new land, the
First Nations, whose territories you share, and who so often struggle with the basic necessities of life.
As you sing: Bless the Lord, spirits and souls of the just - remember the pioneers who have
gone before you, acknowledging their sacrifices for the life you enjoy today,
As you sing: Bless the Lord, you sons of men - remember to hand down to the younger
generations the legacy of faith, language and culture that have been preserved for 125
years.
As you sing: Bless the Lord, priests of the Lord - remember the gift of Christian faith
passed on for over a thousand years, rooted in the Kyivan spiritual heritage.
As you sing: Bless the Lord holy men of humble heart - remember all your brothers and
sisters that share the Canadian land, caring especially for the poor, the forgotten, the sick
and the elderly.
With you I join in this prayer of thanksgiving in gratitude for these 725 years, by concluding as did the three youths mentioned above: Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for
his mercy endures forever.

your lives.
+Lawrence Huculak, OSBM
Metropolitan Archbishop of Winnipeg

To the Reverend Clergy, Monastics, Seminarians and Laity
of the Ukrainian Catholic Church in Canada:

Christ is born!

+David Motiuk,
Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton

Let Us Glorify Him!

+Stephen Chmilar,
Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of deep darkness
a light has dawned.
(Isaiah 9:2)

+Ken Nowakowski,
Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster
+Bryan Bayda, CSsR
Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon

At the Complines service on the Eve of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord, Jesus
Christ, we sing out “Z Namy Boh! God is with us!” This beautiful hymn evokes in us
faith, hope and joy in the awareness that the eternal God loves us so much that He sent
His Only-Begotten Son to be with us. God became man, in the person of Jesus Christ,
who, in all his works and actions, showed us the unending LOVE and MERCY of His
Father.
When Pope Francis opened the Year of Mercy, he expressed his hope that all faithful of
the Church would be able to rediscover and experience in their lives this unending love
and mercy of God. Reflecting on this past year, however, we see that much has happened
that troubles our hearts. We have seen the photos of wildfires destroying thousands of
homes in Fort McMurray. We weep for Ukraine, where fighting continues, with staggering loss of life. We sympathize with the millions of refugees who have fled Syria, fearing
for their lives. We shudder to think that our own government has recently legalized medically assisted suicide. Perhaps we have personally experienced some tragedy or sadness
in our own lives. We may be tempted to ask ourselves: Is God truly with us? If He is,
where is His love and mercy?
When God became man – when Jesus Christ was born– it was in a lowly hidden cave in
the dark of the night. The light of God-With-Us illuminated that cold dark cave and gave
warmth to all those present – Mary and Joseph, the shepherds, and even the animals. And
so it is today in our troubled world with all its challenges. God has not abandoned us! The
light of God-With-Us continues to shine forth in humble surprising ways. We see God’s
mercy in the people who, in many and wonderful ways, gave assistance to the victims of
the fires in Fort McMurray and in those who offered refuge or assistance to the refugees
from Syria. We see it in the actions of our faithful who send help to the families of fallen
soldiers in Ukraine and support the chaplains at the front. We see it in our priests who
visit the dying and offer them comfort and hope through the Sacrament of Holy Anointing. We see it in those who pray for peace in the world and those who strive to bring
peace, forgiveness and love to others. We see it in priests, nuns and catechists who teach
the faithful about God and help them grow in faith. We see it in the humble everyday
actions of mothers and fathers who work for a living and care for their children. And we
see it in all concrete acts of love offered by ordinary people who heed the words of Jesus
Christ: “When I was hungry, you gave me to eat. When I was thirsty, you gave me to
drink. When I was naked, you clothed me. When I was sick or in prison, you visited me.”
Then let our hearts not be troubled! This Christmas, let us sing out God is with us! more
fervently than ever! And then let us continue to make it true by allowing the light of
Christ to shine through us, in all our words and deeds, so that the Love and Mercy of God
may transform our world and bring forth hope, peace and joy.
Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, please accept our greetings and best wishes on
this feast of Nativity of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ! May every day of the coming year
be filled with His light and peace. Just as a newborn baby brings much joy and love to a
family, may the birth of Emmanuel God-with-us bring joy and love into your family and
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+Michael Wiwchar, CSsR
Eparch Emeritus of Saskatoon

Carrots, Eggs, & Coffee Beans

+Severian Yakymyshyn, OSBM
Eparch Emeritus of New Westminster

A young woman went to her mother and told her about her life and how things were so
hard for her. She did not know how she was going to make it and wanted to give up. She
was tired of fighting and struggling. It seemed as one problem was solved a new one arose.
Her mother took her to the kitchen. She filled three pots with water. In the first, she placed
carrots, in the second she placed eggs and the last, ground coffee beans. She let them sit
and boil without saying a word. In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners. She
fished the carrots out and placed them in a bowl. She pulled the eggs out and placed them
in a bowl. Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it in a bowl. Turning to her daughter,
she asked, “Tell me what do you see?”
“Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” she replied.
She brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots. The daughter did and noted that
they were soft.
She then asked her to take an egg and break it. After pulling off the shell, she observed the
hard-boiled egg.
Finally, she asked her to sip the coffee. The daughter smiled, as she tasted its rich aroma.
The daughter then asked. “What’s the point, mother?” Her mother explained that each of
these objects had faced the same adversity - boiling water - but each reacted differently.
The carrot went in strong, hard and unrelenting. However after being subjected to the boiling water, it softened and became weak.
The egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had protected its liquid interior. But, after
sitting through the boiling water, its inside became hardened.
The ground coffee beans were unique, however. After they were in the boiling water they
had changed the water.
“Which are you?” she asked her daughter. “When adversity knocks on your door, how do
you respond? Are you a carrot, an egg, or a coffee bean?”
Think of this: Which am I?
Am I the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity, do I wilt and become soft
and lose my strength? Am I the egg that starts with a malleable heart, but changes with the
heat? Did I have a fluid spirit, but after a death, a breakup, a financial hardship or some
other trial, have I become hardened and stiff? Does my shell look the same, but on the
inside am I bitter and tough with a stiff spirit and a hardened heart? Or am I like the coffee
bean? The bean actually changes the hot water, the very circumstance that brings the pain.
When the water gets hot, it releases the fragrance and flavor.
If you are like the bean, when things are at their worst, you get better and change the situation around you. When the hours are the darkest and trials are their greatest, do you elevate
to another level? How do you handle adversity? ARE YOU A CARROT, AN EGG, OR A
COFFEE BEAN?
Don’t tell GOD how big your storm is. Tell the storm how big your GOD is!

ADULT FAITH FORMATION
PROGRAM
7
March - June 201
S e p te m b e r 2

0 1 7 - F e b ru a ry 2 0 1 8

10 sessions at Mother of Perpetual Help
Redemptorist Monastery
Yorkton, SK

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!"#$%&!$'!(%!#)*+&%)!

!

!"#$%&''!"#$%&'(')*'+',')*'

-%./"$%&'(012'3*'+'4012')*'

'
'

5 sessions at St. Basil’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
5 sessions at St. Athanasius
Ukrainian Catholic Church

Register by February 28, 2017
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Designed to help candidates:

Designed to help candidates:

*Understand the richness of our Eastern Church by studying our Liturgy,
Theology, Spirituality and Traditions.

*Understand the richness of our Eastern Church by studying our Liturgy, Theology,
Spirituality and Traditions.

*Grow in personal and liturgical prayer through active participation in various
Eastern liturgical services as well as a personal prayer program.

*Grow in personal and liturgical prayer through active participation in various Eastern
liturgical services as well as a personal prayer program.

*Deepen their baptismal commitment and to realize that their lives as baptized
Christians are essentially ministerial.

*Deepen their baptismal commitment and to realize that their lives as baptized
Christians are essentially ministerial.
*Grow in the areas of community building, and outreach to the unchurched alienated,
and disadvantaged.

Cost: $75.00
For further information contact:

Geraldine Koban 306 782-0270
Doreen Rathgeber 306 782-1527

*Grow in the areas of community building, and outreach to the unchurched
alienated, and disadvantaged.
'
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UCREC
306 652-1718
rel.ed@sasktel.net

!

Body, Mind & Spirit!
Get ready for Lent!
!

Don’t be shy!
Get into the deep!
!

Fantastic food!
Fantastic fellowship!
Fantastic fun for the
whole family!
"#!

FEBRUARY 25, 2017
FISHING DERBY &
MARDI GRAS BASH

St. Michael’s Camp, Madge Lake
30 minutes from Kamsack

!

Located in beautiful Duck Mountain Provincial Park!

SAVE THE DATE! Details to follow on
www.stmichaelscamp.com or www.skeparchy.org

!
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