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Easter Greetings To The Faithful Of The Eparchy Of Saskatoon 

On The Occasion Of The Resurrection of Our Lord, 2016 
 

 
To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious, Seminarians and Laity of the Eparchy of Saskatoon: 

 
Christ Is Risen!   Indeed He is Risen!    Христос Воскрес!  Воїстину Воскрес! 

 
“Jesus is risen from the tomb, as He foretold, and granted us everlasting life and great mercy.” (Paschal Matins). 
 
Many times in scripture Jesus restores human dignity to those who have been judged. Regardless of their 
sinfulness, Jesus gives people hope in life, hope in Jesus, hope in the Kingdom of God, hope in the resurrection. 
This is how we sample the resurrection in everyday life, one moment at a time. This is how we are invited to 
experience Jesus our Pasch, receiving it and sharing it with others. 
 
In Chapter 7 of the Gospel of Luke Jesus dines with a Pharisee named Simon yet it is a repentant woman that 
washes his feet with her tears and dries them with her hair only to anoint them in the end. Here, we have a 
powerful example of God’s great mercy. “Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she 
loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.”   
 
So as not to dilute the Holy Father’s words, I quote his homily at the outset of the Holy Year: 
 

This Extraordinary Holy Year is itself a gift of grace. To pass through the Holy Door means to 
rediscover the infinite mercy of the Father who welcomes everyone and goes out personally to 
encounter each of them. This will be a year in which we grow ever more convinced of God’s mercy. 
How much wrong we do to God and his grace when we speak of sins being punished by his judgment 
before we speak of their being forgiven by his mercy (cf. Saint Augustine, De Praedestinatione 
Sanctorum, 12, 24)! But that is the truth. We have to put mercy before judgment, and in any event 
God’s judgment will always be in the light of his mercy. In passing through the Holy Door, then, may 
we feel that we ourselves are part of this mystery of love. Let us set aside all fear and dread, for these do 
not befit men and women who are loved. Instead, let us experience the joy of encountering that grace 
which transforms all things. 
 

May you encounter the living Christ in your community, your vibrant parish, your Branch, your Council and in 
your home. Enter into the mystery of His mercy. Then be that mercy for others, inviting people to encounter 
Christ. The blessings of the Risen Lord be with you and your family, as your voice and actions proclaim – 
Христос Воскрес!    Воїстину Воскрес!    Christ Is Risen!    Indeed He Is Risen! 
 

With continued service to Christ, I remain 
 
 
 


