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February 14 , 2016- First Sunday of Great Lent (The Sunday of Orthodoxy)  

    

The power of icons is not mechanical or magical but spiritual. It is a working of 
God’s grace in the act of personal expression of faith and through the 

intercessory prayers of the saints who live in God’s glory. Icons teach us about 
Christ and His ministry. 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE 

Sun. Feb. 14    9:30 Hafford Divine Liturgy 

                        12:30 NB Divine Liturgy 

Wed. Feb. 17  5:30 NB Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 

Fri. Feb. 19     5:30 Hafford Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts 

Sat. Feb. 20    5:30 Speers Stations + prayers for the deceased 

Sun. Feb. 21   9:30 NB Divine Liturgy (Second Sunday of Great Lent) 

                       12:30 Blaine Lake Divine Liturgy (Second Sunday of Great Lent) 

 

The February 12 meeting between Pope Francis and  Russian Orthodox 
Patriarch Kirill was important for a number of reasons. For Christians and all 
people of good will, it is always a welcome sight when estranged brothers take a 
new first step towards each other. The separation between Christian Churches 
and denominations is the greatest scandal among the followers of Christ. Let us 
pray, “that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You!” 
(Jn 17:21). To read more about this historic meeting see the bulletin board or go 
to www.skepachy.org 

 

NORTH BATTLEFORD NEWS 

1. Today is the UCWLC AGM at 3:30.  

2. Thanks to those who helped out with cabbage roll making last week. The next potato peeling 

session is Thurs. Feb. 25 followed by pinching on Fri. Feb. 26.  

3. This week Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts will be on Wed. at 5:30.  

HAFFORD DISTRICT NEWS 

1. Liturgy of Presanctified Gifts will be in Hafford on Fri. 5:30. 

2. Stations of the Cross + prayers for the deceased will be in Speers on Sat. at 5:30.   
2 DISTRICT NEWS ***MARK YOUR CALENDARS** 

 Feb. 20  Orolow Snowmobile Rally 

 Mar. 6          NB Lenten Mission / Father Gregory Hrynkiw and Deborah Larmour 

 Mar. 20        Hafford Lenten Mission / Father Gregory Hrynkiw and Deborah Larmour 

 

 

 

*Father will hear confessions half hour before 

the earliest Sunday Divine Liturgy or a 

confession can be arranged by appointment 

(306-961-1390)* 

 

mailto:ivannaha@sasktel.net
http://www.skepachy.org/


EPARCHIAL NEWS 

1. We are pleased this weekend to announce the launching of our new website for our 

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon.   (listed on back page of bulletin)  

2. Message for Lent 2016 by the Most Reverend Douglas Crosby, O.M.I., President of the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops  ‘I have set before you life and death’ The 

Supreme Court of Canada a year ago, in its decision in the case of Carter v. Canada, invited 

those in our land to choose death. During this Lenten season, together with my brother 

Bishops, I invite our community of faith and all its members to ponder deeply on this 

important and crucial juncture which our country is facing. By choosing to be witnesses to 

and collaborators in God's saving mercy, we then choose – as Pope Francis reminded us 

earlier in this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

3. Ukr. Redemptorist Young Adult Ministry- SERVE- is a two week program for young 

adults to participate in the life and Ministry of The Welcome Home. Contact 

rymcssr@gmail.com.  

4. Bishop Budka Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc (BBESSI) – Scholarship Funds - 
BBESSI had two scholarships available to students attending post-secondary education -  the Walter 

& Frances Scholarship Fund, and the Wasyl Petryshyn Memorial Scholarship Fund. In the fall of 

2015 BBESSI called for applications for these scholarships. We received seven very qualified and 

worthy applicants. As a result, BBESSI has awarded a $300.00 scholarship to the following 

recipients:  

 Maria Boyko, Saskatoon – University of Saskatchewan, Edwards School of Business 

 Tianna Halvorson, Foam Lake – University of Saskatchewan, Edwards School of Business 

 Ivan Kolosnjaji, Saskatoon – University of Saskatchewan, College of Education 

 Lesia Lazurko, Regina – University of Regina, Paul J, Hill School of Business 

 Kimberley Shalley, Regina – University of Saskatchewan, Bachelor of Science, Nursing Program 

 Anne Tomyn, Foam Lake – University of Regina, College of Kinesiology 

 Jill Tomyn, Foam Lake – Saskatchewan Polytechnic, Dental Assistant Program 

Congratulations to the all recipients, and thank you to the Hnatiuk and Petryshyn family for 

establishing these scholarship funds.  

MY WEEK IN REVIEW  

Glory be to Jesus Christ! 

 My first week of lent was pretty good. I prayed and fasted. I find it easier to fast if I dedicate my fasting 

to a particular person or cause. I tried to live simply. No secular TV, only bible stories. I also did a couple 

of hours on the NB rectory renovations. I finished hanging the cupboards and moved the mini fridge and 

microwave into the kitchen. My parish duties went well: 3 liturgies and 3 Stations of the Cross with 

Prayers for the deceased, 2 days worth of administration and 1 ½ days worth of house blessing. The house 

blessing is almost finished. I need help. If I did not visit your house please let me know and we will 

schedule a visit.  The administration? You know by now I hate office work, but I loved these couple of 

days because it was so productive. Meetings: Hafford District meeting, 2 Dean meetings, bulletin/propers 

meeting, admin meeting and 2 BUCCC meetings. The Ukrainian Culture Club is going ahead with the 

two projects to celebrate the 125 years of Ukrainian Immigration to Canada. We are going to join the 

Western Development Museum in making a clay oven and we are going to hold a Harvest Festival with 

the Orthodox parish. Committee heads are chosen and sub-committees are being developed. I was in PA 

again for the military this week. 

Just me, Fr. Ivan 

 

http://www.iubilaeummisericordiae.va/content/gdm/en.html


 

 

Describing this phenomenon he calls the globalization of indifference, 
Francis writes that “whenever our interior life becomes caught up in its 
own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for others, no place for 
the poor. God’s voice is no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no 
longer felt, and the desire to do good fades.” He continues that, “We end up 
being incapable of feeling compassion at the outcry of the poor, weeping for 
other people’s pain, and feeling a need to help them, as though all this were 
someone else’s responsibility and not our own.” 

 

Lenten Prayer of St. Ephrem 
 
Lord and Master of my life, 
Keep from me the spirit of indifference, 
discouragement,  
lust of power and idle chatter. 
 
Instead grant to me, Your servant, 
the spirit of wholeness of being,  
humble mindedness, patience and love. 
 
O Lord and King,  
grant me the grace to be aware  
of my own sins and not to judge others. 
For You are blessed now and forever and 
ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

For our sake You suffered Your Passion, 

Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

have mercy on us! 

 

 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html


 

Eparchy of Saskatoon Family and Life Office Bulletin: February 

2016 

“The future of the world passes through the family” Familiaris Consortio, 79 

Government and society is considering the consequences of this 

major change in Canadian law.   It is a time for somber reflection.  

However, it is also an With last year’s SCC decision on Assisted 

Suicide and Euthanasia, the opportunity for us as Church not just to 

make our views known on the importance of protection for the 

vulnerable and the suffering, but also to understand and promote the 

positive beauty of Catholic teaching on life—from beginning to end.  

Beginning with “end of life” issues this will be a 3 part series on 

being: 

 

“Positively” pro-life: 

 Part I. Catholic teaching on the “end” of life— 

 
1.  “The end” is usually taken to mean something is finished.  It also can mean “the goal”.  Although our 

life on earth finishes with death, it is important to consider the second meaning and consider that our goal 

is life not death. Though we must pass through death, our “end” is life eternal.   

2. It is right and just to protect and promote human life from “Conception to Natural Death”.   

3. Protecting life means having laws that protect the vulnerable—even from themselves if they are 

desperate and despairing of their lives.  It also means providing health care that enables the sick to find 

healing.  It does not mean that we must cling to this earthly life by “extra ordinary” artificial measures, 

long after any hope for physical healing is gone.  

4. Does this mean that we support Euthanasia or Assisted Suicide?  No, of course not. They are the 

deliberate taking of a human life before it’s natural conclusion.  5. What Catholic teaching has always 

supported is ‘bene mortasia’ which is literally translated from the Latin to mean a “good death”.  

6. In practical terms this means we can reject the “extra ordinary” and when appropriate (no hope for 

recovery) let nature take its course.  

7. This means in some cases it is not only permitted, but can be an act of love when artificial respirators 

are turned off and feeding tubes can be removed, to let nature take its course.        

8. This is not to say that where there is even a slim hope of recovery we cannot avail ourselves to these 

measures.       

9. In every instance we promote the alleviation of suffering—known as palliative care.           

10. One of the kindest things that we can do for our family is to talk to them about these issues or clearly 

spell out our wishes in an “advance care directive”.     

 

 

 

 



When in doubt check out the Guide…what guide you may ask?   

The Catholic Health Ethics Guide, of course! 

It is written in clear concise language that is easily understood and is approved by the 

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops and is published by the Catholic Health Alliance 

of Canada.  It covers such topics as Fundamental Moral Values, Catholic Health Care, 

Human Dignity, Care at the Beginning of Life, Care at the end of Life and Organ 

Donation. A limited number of copies of this guide can be obtained from the Family and 

Life Office, email Deborah Larmour at ucfamilylifeoffice@sasktel.net .  Or they can be 

obtained directly from the publisher email: books@novalis.ca .   An e-book copy can also 

be obtained on http://www.amazon.ca .   This is highly recommended reading for all the 

faithful but is ESSENTIAL reading for anyone in the educational, legal and of course, the 

health care professions.  

Here is an excellent link to watch! https://exopermaculture.com/2016/01/19/how-

we-used-to-die-how-we-die-now/ 

Thoughts from St. Pope John Paul II On Suffering: 

Saint Paul speaks of such joy in the Letter to the Colossians: "I rejoice in my 
sufferings for your sake". A source of joy is found in the overcoming of the sense of 
the uselessness of suffering, a feeling that is sometimes very strongly rooted in 
human suffering. This feeling not only consumes the person interiorly, but seems to 
make him a burden to others.The person feels condemned to receive help and 
assistance from others, and at the same time seems useless to himself. The 
discovery of the salvific meaning of suffering in union with Christ transforms this 
depressing feeling. Faith in sharing in the suffering of Christ brings with it the 
interior certainty that the suffering person "completes what is lacking in Christ's 
afflictions"; the certainty that in the spiritual dimension of the work of Redemption 
he is serving, like Christ, the salvation of his brothers and sisters. Therefore he is 
carrying out an irreplaceable service. In the Body of Christ, which is ceaselessly born 
of the Cross of the Redeemer, it is precisely suffering permeated by the spirit of 
Christ's sacrifice that is the irreplaceable mediator and author of the good things 
which are indispensable for the world's salvation. It is suffering, more than anything 
else, which clears the way for the grace which transforms human souls. Suffering, 
more than anything else, makes present in the history of humanity the powers of the 
Redemption. In that "cosmic" struggle between the spiritual powers of good and 
evil, spoken of in the Letter to the Ephesians human sufferings, united to the 
redemptive suffering of Christ, constitute a special support for the powers of good, 
and open the way to the victory of these salvific powers.  Salvifici Doloris 27 (Feb. 11, 
1984) https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-
ii/en/apost_letters/1984/documents/hf_jp-ii_apl_11021984_salvifici-doloris.html  
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Funded by our Annual 

Eparchial Appeal 

 

 

We are pleased this weekend to announce the launching of our new website for our Ukrainian 

Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon.  Our address is the same: http://www.skeparchy.org, but check 

out our new look!  Under “Tools” tab you will still find the link to our old website, as well as a 

“Site Map” for our new website, which will help you navigate through the different pages of our 

site. 

We are a “work in progress”, so please be patient as we build up our website!  We will continue 

to work with and for you to build a communications highway for us to stay in touch, be informed 

and help spread the “Good News” as disciples of Christ!  

So check us out, give us your feedback and suggestions.  Send us your parish’s and 

organization’s contact information, events and news . . . we need you to be part of the link! 

God’s Blessings, 

Chris Pidwerbeski, Communications Coordinator 

                                                                                                     

Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon 

Chancery Office: 214 Avenue M South 

Saskatoon SK, Canada S7M 2K4 

Phone: 306-653-0138 ext. 221 or 222 

Fax: 306-665-2569 

Most Rev. Bryan Bayda, C.Ss.R., Eparch 

Email: uwitness2bishop@gmail.com 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 224 

 

 

Office Administrator: Cornelia Kyba 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 221 

E-mail: admin.skeparchy@sasktel.net 
 

Archives: Joan Matlock 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 222 

E-mail: office.skeparchy@sasktel.net 
 

Communications Coordinator:Chris Pidwerbeski 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 226 

E-mail: communications@skeparchy.org 
 

Bishop Budka Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc. 

(BBESSI):Morris Smysnuik, President 

 Iris Owchar, Office Administrator 

Telephone: 306- 653-0138 ext. 223 

E-mail: bbessi@outlook.com 

Family and Life Office Director: 

Deborah Larmour 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 228 

E-mail: ucfamilylifeoffice@sasktel.net 

 

Friend of the Family 

– Regional Contact, North: 

Marcia Coulic-Salahub 

Telephone: 306-764-1410 

E-mail: mcoulic@sasktel.net 
 

Social Media: Laurie Friesen 

E-mail: uwitness2media@gmail.com 
 

Youth and Young Adult Minister: 

Sarah Buchko 

Telephone: 306-653-0138 ext. 227 

E-mail: uwitness2youth@gmail.com 
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