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Sunday May 1 – Sunday of the Man Born Blind 

 
God sees things in You that you don’t see yourself. 

Lord, help me to see the possibilities. 
      “For God all things are possible.” MATTHEW 19:26  
 

“Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen!” 
Feast of Ascension is on Thursday and that is the day that we return 

to saying “Glory be to Jesus Christ!” 
I am taking a week of holidays starting tomorrow, so there will be no Ascension Thursday Divine Liturgy. I 
am still the priest on call for emergencies. 

 
Sun. May 1      9:00 NB Divine Liturgy (Sunday of the Man Born Blind) 
                       12:00 Speers Divine Liturgy (Sunday of the Man Born Blind) 
Sat. May 7      11:00 NB +1 Year Memorial Service for Dora Woytowich (UCWLC Lunch)  
Sun. May 8      9:00 Hafford Divine Liturgy (Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council       
                                                                of Nicea 325 A.D.)  + 1 Year Memorial Service for Annie Rebeyka  
                       12:00 NB Divine Liturgy (Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council  
                                                                    of Nicea 325 A.D. ) 

 *Father will hear confessions half hour before the earliest Sunday Divine Liturgy or a confession can be arranged by appointment (306-961-1390)* 
	

As long as we live we can both give and receive love. Let us recall the 
words of Blessed Mother Teresa, “If you want to bring happiness to the 
whole world, go home and love your family.” 
 

NORTH BATTLEFORD NEWS 
1. Saturdays at 10 a.m.  First Solemn Communion Classes (FSC) Pray for our children and their families. 
2. Wed. May 4 – 7:00 p.m.  Rosary Prayer for those in Palliative Care  
3. In the hall we would like to have a telephone answering machine. If you have an answering machine that 

is not in use and you don’t mind donating it, I would be pleased to set it up. If no one comes forward with 
the donation the parish will buy one. Either way it will save us $120 per year.  

Julian	Calendar	Easter	today.	 	 CHRIST	IS	RISEN!	

Did	you	know	that	every	Sunday	is	a	mini	Easter?	Did	you	know	that	our	tradition	is	that	people	pray	
standing	at	Sunday	Divine	Liturgies?	And	especially	for	the	Sundays	between	Easter	and	the	Ascension.	For	
those	on	the	Julian	Calendar,	they	will	be	standing	today.	For	us	on	the	Gregorian	calendar	let	us	stand	with	
them.	Next	year	during	the	Easter	season	let	us	consider	being	unified	as	a	community	in	our	prayer	posture;	
let	us	stand	together.	Many	of	our	churches	in	Saskatchewan	already	do	this.	For	us	in	this	district,	some	
stand	and	some	kneel	and	although	neither	is	wrong	the	tradition	supports	standing.	Since	I	am	at	the	altar	I	
do	not	see	the	confusion	that	some	of	you	have	observe	and	brought	to	my	attention.		Do	not	use	this	issue	to	
point	out	who	is	right	or	wrong,	instead	use	this	issue	to	glorify	the	Resurrection	of	our	Lord	and	Saviour	
Jesus	Christ.	



4. When we have our Praznyk (May 22 at 12:00) this year, it will include a full hot meal. $10 per adult and 
all children and youth (18 years and younger) are free. We are encouraging and inviting families to 
attend. 

5. QUESTION to the 40 people who come to church on a regular basis. Would your attendance change if 
the Liturgy was 7:00pm instead of 9:00am? The rationale is that some people would rather come in the 
evening then the morning. I bring this question to you with a show of hands at the Divine Liturgy. 

 
HAFFORD DISTRICT NEWS  
1. Today we are going to watch a movie and eat pizza after Divine Liturgy in Speers. 
2. Thank you to all those who took part and shared in the Euthanasia Presentation last Monday evening. 

Thanks to Debra Larmour (Family Life Office) and John and Gay Caswell (Our Lady of the North 
School) Brabant Lake for sharing their time and knowledge with us. 

3. Hafford Praznyk is changing its date. It was supposed to be May 29 – now it will be July 24. The change 
was to accommodate a flight to Ottawa. I will be spending a week doing Personal Development with 
Military Chaplains of all Canada. I did arrange for a substitute priest, Fr. Gregory Hrynkiw, but I still 
wanted to be present for the Praznyk so with the executive we decided it was the best option to change 
the date. 

4. See the poster attached for the 12 hours of prayer on Wednesday. 
 

2	DISTRICT	NEWS	***MARK	YOUR	CALENDARS***	
May 8      Fishing at Murray Lake –Let’s Fish and Feast! See poster for details  
May 15    First District Praznyk – Uhrynow 
May 15    Fishing at Harach’s Lake (Perch Lake) –Cast a line with me! See Poster for details  

 
EPARCHIAL   NEWS   

“Go & Do Likewise: God's Mercy Through Our Ministries.” 
1. We are grateful to all who have pledged their support to the 2015 Annual Eparchial 

Appeal.  Your gift will help our Eparchy to meet the many and varied needs of the people of this 
Eparchy.  If you did not take the opportunity to make your gift, you may do so at any time over 
the next few weeks by placing your pledge in the collection basket. 

2. St. Michael’s Camp at Madge Lake is hosting it’s First Annual Family Fest, 201 

 *Open House Tours & Season Opening Blessing with Bishop Bryan Bayda 3pm * 
*St. Michael’s Youth Program 4pm*   *Happy Hour 4pm * Dinner 5pm  *Divine Liturgy 7pm 
 * Evening Bonfire & Fellowship - Dinner tickets $20/adult, $10/age 15 & under 
Get your tickets early!!!  See bulletin board for more information. 

 
3.      May 8-15 – National Week for Life and the Family -Every year the Church in Canada sets aside one week as a 
special time for prayer and reflection on life and the family.  Recent developments in our country relative to the issues 
of euthanasia and assisted suicide reveal the degree to which we are suffering from a “failure to love” and the very real 
urgency of our calling.  During this year of Mercy, it is particularly appropriate that we turn our attention to the 
privileged role of the family as the first and most important school of mercy – the place where parents sustained by 
God’s grace, are meant to become icons of Divine Mercy.itMany ask: “What kind of a world are we bequeathing our 
children?” Let us rather ask: “What kind of children are we bequeathing to our world?” Reflecting on the state of our 
society, it is time for each of us to ask ourselves, “Have I loved well enough?”   
5. Following the massive earthquake of 7.8 on the Richter scale which struck Ecuador on Saturday, April 16 -- the 

worst experienced by the country since 1979 --, a state of emergency has been declared by its government. The 
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace – Caritas Canada (CCODP) has allocated an initial 
$50,000 to support emergency relief efforts. Caritas Ecuador, a DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE partner 
organization, is in constant contact with its field teams and has begun an evaluation in order to identify the needs 



of survivors and prepare to assist them in the best way possible. Donations for emergency work in Ecuador can be 
sent to CCOPD; any cheques which are sent should be marked "Ecuador earthquake". Visit our 

Sponsorship Table 
During this year’s Week for Life and the Family let us turn to the Lord with confidence 
and ask him to make our homes and families schools of His merciful love. 

Family & Life Office 
MY WEEK IN REVIEW                                                                      	
   Christ is Risen! 
Meetings and events: NB parish council, BBB, consultors, Seminarian internship meeting, Euthanasia 
presentation, Hafford Nursing Home, summer tires, Passport to Praznyk meeting, Solace (for single Ukr 
Catholic women, separated, divorced, or widowed) and website meeting. We are having two more baptisms 
in the near future that were lined up this week. 6 liturgies and 3 house visits and a lot of phone calls (Monday 
to Friday 4:00 I received or made 102 calls.) We are definitely getting our money’s worth from Koodo. All 
this took place in 4 cities: NB, Hafford, Saskatoon and PA. I did a lot of driving this week. I borrowed audio 
books for the library to keep me attentive during the drive. For the military I did a day and half this week. I 
finished a Distance Learning Module on Military Law and Justice. Debbie and I went on a date to the Navy 
Mess Dinner in Honour of the Battle of the Atlantic. Personally I went on a couple of bike rides and 
transplanted some flowers. The trees I transplanted two weeks ago are budding so I am very happy about 
that. My Saskatoon driveway is ready for concrete next week.  I am taking a week of holidays starting 
tomorrow, but I am still the priest on call for emergencies. 
Just me, Fr. Ivan 

 
 
PASSPORT TO PRAZNYKS  ‐ AVAILABLE NEXT SUNDAY 
WE INVITE YOU TO GO CHURCH HOPPING WITHIN OUR DISTRICT – EXPERIENCE THE 
HOSPITALITY OF THE PEOPLE AND THE DIVERSITY OF THE CHURCH BUILDINGS. 

 
PLEASE NOTICE THAT HAFFORD PRAZNYK IS NOW JULY 24. 
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12 Hours of Prayer 
For Palliative Care 
                                                                                          

May 4, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. 
Holy Eucharist Church 
Hafford 
 
“True compassion is found through  
palliative care and  access to it must  
be a right for all Canadians” 
 
 
We will be holding an hour of prayer and must have at least six people who are willing to spend 
one hour in prayer.  The Roman Catholics will also spend one hour in prayer, and combined, we 
will be offering at least 12 hours of Prayer for Palliative Care. 
 

“Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices united in prayer.” – Pope Francis 
 


