
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday June 12, 2016

Ukrainian Martyrs tone 3
Epistle: Romans 6:18-23  Gospel: Matthew 8:5-13

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun June 12  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  June 13  NO LITURGY 
Tues June 14  9:30 a.m. Health of Gloria Leniuk Int UCWLC 
Wed June 15  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs June 16              NO LITURGY          
Fri June 17  NO LITURGY
Sat  June 18  NO LITURGY
Sun June 19  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   
Opening Hymn: Almighty Father p 1 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Immaculate Mary pg 31 (3 verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Funny Notices In a the Hotel Bar:
Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar.
Our wines leave you nothing to hope for.
Special today - no ice cream.
.

FYI
Hodgeville Praznyk 

Sunday June 26 @ 3:00 p.m.

Chaplin Praznyk
Wednesday June 29 7:00 p.m.

Glentworth Praznyk
Sunday August 14 3:00 p.m.

UCWLC Windup
Monday June 13

5:30 p.m.
MJ Fusion Restaurant
Spouses of members 

welcome!

Troparion t3
Let the heavens be glad, let the earth rejoice, for the Lord has done 
a mighty deed with His arm. He trampled death by death; he be-
came the first-born of the dead; He saved us from the abyss of 
Hades and granted great mercy to the world.

Troparion t4
O you, who glorified Christ” princes and bishops, monastics and 
martyrs, and steadfast confessors of Christian Ukraine throughout 
all times, pray Christ God to look with favor on our people and 
to grant them the grace to persevere in the faith that the souls of 
prayerful faithful who revere your sacred memory may be saved.

Kontakion t3 Glory … Spirit
You rose from the tomb, o compassionate Lord, and led us out 
from the gates of death. Today Adam exults and Eve rejoices, and 
the prophets together with the patriarchs unceasingly acclaim the 
divine might of Your power.

Kontakion t4 Now … ever. Amen
You shine as bright beacons, o God inspired and righteous saints of 
our Church. By your encouraging example you serve communities 
of faithful throughout the Christian world. Therefore we humbly 
bow our heads to you thanking our great and all-gracious God who 
has made you our intercessors in heaven where you pray for our 
souls.

Prokimenon t3
Sing to our God, sing; sing to our King, sing
Verse: Clap your hands, all you nations’ shout unto God with the 
voice of joy

Alleluia
Verses: In You, o Lord, have I hoped that I may not be put to shame 
forever.
Be a protector unto me, o God, and a house of refuge to save me

Communion verses
Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him in the highest.

There will be a short meeting 
after coffee today to discuss the 
upcoming praznyk and 70th 
Anniversary celebrations.

Musée ukraina MuseuM 
invites you to the exhibition 
opening of works by artist 

Christine DevroMe.
the exhibit is titleD “asya’s 

rooM” anD will feature paint-
ings anD sCulptures.

the offiCial opening anD 
reCeption will be helD sunDay 
June 12 at the MuseuM, 222 
avenue M south at 2:00 pM.



Assumption BVM Parish
Moose Jaw

70th Anniversary Celebrations 
August 21, 2016

Program
10:00 a.m. Pontifical Divine Liturgy

Banquet

Banquet tickets 
Adults: $25 Children (5-12): $12.50 4 and under: free 

Available from: 
Betty Lys (306) 692-1427

Fr. Yurij Lazurko (306) 693-6636 ylazurko@hotmail.com
Make cheque payable to: Ukr. Catholic Church Moose Jaw

Rejoice in the Lord, o you just, praise befits the righteous. Alleluia.
****************************************************
Stalin’s attack on the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church (UGCC) 
began immediately after the first occupation of western Ukraine 
in September 1939. This occupation was in accordance with the 
Soviet-Nazi Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and lasted until June 1941. 
In this period all UGCC property was confiscated, and schools and 
hospitals were nationalized. Church publications and religious or-
ganizations were forbidden, religious educational institutions and 
presses were closed, the activities of religious congregations were 
limited, brutal atheist propaganda and mass terror, and the depor-
tation of a peaceful population began.
“It is absolutely clear that under the Bolsheviks we all felt des-
tined for death; they did not conceal their intention to destroy, to 
strangle Christianity, to erase its smallest traces.” – From Metro-
politan Andrey Sheptytsky’s letter to the nuncio, Rotti, of August 
30, 1941.
The beginning of the Nazi-Soviet war on June 22, 1941, for many 
western Ukrainians meant, first of all, the liquidation of the hated 
Bolshevik domination and led to unfulfilled expectations for the 
revival of religious freedom and the achievement of their nation-
al aspirations. However, it was soon apparent that changing one 
bloody regime for another would not change the essence of totali-
tarianism.
“… The terror is growing. During the last two months in Lviv 
more than 40,000 Jews were murdered. The authorities conducted 
searches in the church, in my residence and in parts of the mon-
astery … Two monks were imprisoned, and perhaps there will be 
attempts to create some ‘show trials.’ The arrests continue. This 
is a regime of raving madmen.” – From a letter of Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky to Cardinal Tisserand of December 28, 1942.
The prospect of the return of Soviet power to western Ukraine after 
the defeat of the German Army on the Eastern Front led the hier-
archy and faithful of the UGCC to fear for the fate of the Church. 
All too painful were the still fresh memories of the violence of the 
Communist regime against the conscience of the faithful during 
the previous Soviet conquest of less than two years.
Immediately after the Red Army returned to western Ukraine 
in the summer of 1944 the previous limitations imposed on the 
Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church were renewed. But the great au-
thority possessed by the whole Church and its head, Metropolitan 
Andrey Sheptytsky, forced the state during the first period to avoid 
direct confrontation. The war with Nazi Germany was finishing, 
and the spiritual father of the Church and the people, Servant of 
God Andrey, passed into eternity in the odor of sanctity on No-
vember 1, 1944.
Then the Soviet security services prepared a special plan “for de-
tachment of parishes of the Greek-Catholic (Uniate) Church in the 
USSR from the Vatican and their subsequent unification with the 
Russian Orthodox Church.” This plan carried out Stalin’s direct 
order and received his praise. On April 11, 1945 with no proof 
of guilt, Metropolitan Josyf Slipyj, Bishops Hryhorii Khomyshyn, 
Nykyta Budka, Mykola Charnetskyi and Ivan Liatyshevskyi were 
arrested. Soon after that the Bishops of Przemsyl, Josaphat Kot-
sylovsky and Hryhory Lakota, about 500 priests all over western 
Ukraine, in addition, almost all eparchial officials, professors of 
the Theological Academy and seminaries, the most gifted pastors.
With the combined efforts of party and government structures, the 
police organs and the Orthodox hierarchy, by means of open terror 

and false demagoguery, the “liquidation of the union” was pro-
claimed in 1946 in western Ukraine in the so-called “Lviv pseudo-
Sobor [“Council”]” and in 1949 in Transcarpathia. Regardless of 
the persecution, the authorities were not able to break the will of 
the bishops and to convince one of them to renounce his Church 
for a career in the Church of the “regime,” the Russian Orthodox 
Church. “…Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and 
put to death … At that time many will turn away from the faith 
and will betray and hate each other, and many false prophets will 
appear and deceive many people. Because of the increase of wick-
edness the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to 
the end will be saved.” (Gospel of St. Matthew 24: 9-14)
The unbending faithfulness to Christ and His Church of Confessor 
of the Faith Metropolitan Josyf Slipyj and all the Greek-Catholic 
hierarchy, their deep certainty in the victory over evil and their 
special witness of fidelity to the Roman Apostolic See served as 
an inspiring example and supported the faith and hope of laity and 
clergy alike who had avoided arrest and exile and had not spent 
time in prison.

Stalin’s death in March 1953 and Khruschev’s “thaw” began a 
new period in the way of the cross of the UGCC: the catacombs. 
The main protagonists of this period of the Church’s life were the 
bishops, priests, monks, nuns and faithful who had returned home 
from the camps and exile. Having survived unspeakable physical 
and moral tortures, they encountered a different western Ukraine: 
bloodless, frightened by the terror, deceived by the atheist-com-
munist ideology, but in spite of all that it was still alive and wait-
ing for the resurrection.
These people who knew how to preserve in their hearts faith in 
Christ and faithfulness to their Church became little islands around 
which the gradual renewal of Church structures began. Thanks to 
the unbending character of the martyr bishops, the perseverance 
of the clergy and the faithfulness of the laity, the UGCC survived 
the period of official “liquidation,” organized the underground and 
gave birth to a new generation of Church leaders. For almost half a 
century it was the largest illegal Christian community in the world 
and at the same time the largest organism of social opposition to 
the totalitarian system of the USSR.


