
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday September 4, 2016

Sixfteenth Sunday after Pentecost tone 7
Epistle: 2Cor 8:1-10  Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Sept 4  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  Sept 5  NO LITURGY 
Tues Sept 6  NO LITURGY 
Wed Sept 7  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Sept 8              NO LITURGY          
Fri Sept 9  NO LITURGY
Sat  Sept 10  NO LITURGY 
Sun Sept 11   9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: In our midst pg 15 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Having shared pg 7 (2 verses) 

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Pete 
Okraincee, Marlene Luciak, 
Sharon Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, 
Fr. Yurij and of all who are in 
the need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

If you’re not supposed to eat at night, why is there a light bulb in 
the refrigerator?k. 
Why is the day that you do laundry, cook, clean, iron and so on, 
called a day off? 

On Sunday, July 17, 2016 
HiS ExcEllEncy BiSHOp Bryan 

Bayda, c.SS.r. OrdianEd VaSyl 
TymiSHak TO THE diacOnTE aT SS. 

cyril & mETHOdiuS cHurcH in iVanO 
FrankiVSk.

On Sunday, July 17, F TH016 
HiS ExcEllEncy BiSHOp Bryan 

Bayda, c.SS.r. OrdianEd VaSyl 
TymiSHak TO THE diacOnTE aT SS. 

cyril & mETHOdiuS cHurcH in iVanO 
FrankiVSk.

A short video of our celebration 
is posted on skeparchy.org or 
on You tube
h t t p s : / / y o u t u . b e /
B q a n J p R 3 I W U                                                                                                                                      

HTTpS://yOuTu.BE/BqanJpr3iWu

Prayer Intention for September
Universal: Centrality of the 
Human Person
That each may contribute to the 
common good and to the build-
ing of a society that places the 
human person at the center.
Evangelization: Mission to 
Evangelize
That by participating in the 
Sacraments and meditating on 
Scripture, Christians may be-
come more aware of their mis-
sion to evangelize.

Today after Liturgy we will 
have a general meeting to seek 
your input to the future of Shep-
tytsky Institute in Saskatoon. 
The Bishop wants every par-
ish to have the opportunity 
to weigh the pros and cons of 
the various possibilities for the 
building.

It is a simple story that our Lord tells here. A man who is preparing 
to leave on a journey entrusts his possessions to his servants. He 
distributes his wealth among three servants, apportioned to them 
on the basis of their abilities. To the first he entrusted five talents, 
to the second two talents, and to the third one talent. The first two 
servants quickly272 set to work with their master’s money. The 
third servant did not invest his master’s money at all; he dug a hole 
in the ground and buried his master’s money. When the master re-
turned, the first two eagerly met their master, apparently delighted 
in the opportunity to multiply their master’s money.273 Both were 
commended as “good and faithful servants”; both were rewarded 
with increased responsibilities in their master’s service; both were 
invited to share in their master’s joy.
The master’s dealings with the third servant is a very different mat-
ter. This servant came to his master with only the talent his master 
had originally entrusted to him. He did not increase his master’s 
money at all. In fact, if this were to take place today, that money 
would likely be worth less, due to inflation. This servant offered 
a feeble excuse for his conduct. He told his master that he was a 
harsh and cruel man, a man who was demanding, and who ex-
pected gain where he had not labored. He contended that this is 
why he was afraid to take a risk with any kind of investment. And 
so he simply hid the money, and now he returned it, without any 
gain. The master rebuked this slave for being evil and lazy. He 
took his talent from him, gave it to the one who earned ten, and 
cast this fellow into outer darkness, where there was weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.
We should carefully note the outcome of faithful service, and of 
unfaithful service, in this parable. Faithful service led to increased 
responsibilities in the kingdom of heaven, and eternal joy in the 
presence of the Master, Jesus Christ. Unfaithful service led to con-
demnation, the removal of one’s stewardship, and an eternity of 
weeping and gnashing of teeth in outer darkness, away from the 
presence of our Lord.
One must surely conclude that this parable is not just an interesting 
story, but a message of eternal significance. Let us listen carefully, 
looking to God’s Spirit to enlighten our hearts and minds, and to 
empower our service, to the glory of God and our eternal good.
In order to understand the meaning and the application of the par-

The English version of the Cat-
echism of the  Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church has arrived.
Get your copy from Fr. Yurij. 
Cost $20

UCWLC members!
Next meeting Sunday Sept. 11 

following coffee.

Congratulations to Kristian 
and Antoinette on the birth of 
their son.



to be continued

Living Icons of Christ
Jesus, Our High Priest. 
In order to understand how the priest acts in the person of Christ, 
we first must identify what we mean when we say that Jesus is a 
high priest. More than any other book, the Letter to the Hebrews 
answers this question. Hebrews tells us that the high priest in Je-
rusalem entered the Temple’s sanctuary with sacrificial blood in 
order to set people free from sin. He acted as a mediator between 
God and his people. He brought the people’s needs to God and he 
ministered God’s grace and mercy to the people in return.
Like the high priest, Jesus became a mediator as well, bringing 
the people’s needs to God and pouring out redemption and salva-
tion to the people in return. Like the high priest, Jesus also lives to 
make intercession for us, praying for us before the throne of God 
(Hebrews 7:25).
But as much as Jesus is like the high priests of Israel, his ministry 
also surpasses theirs (Hebrews 8:6). First, the high priests offered 
“the blood of goats and bulls” to make atonement for the people, 
but Jesus offered “his own blood”—blood that was filled with 
God’s own power and grace (9:12-13).
This divine blood of Christ is superior in a second way. The blood 
sacrifices of the high priests were meant to “sanctify those who are 
defiled so that their flesh is cleansed” (Hebrews 9:13). It was an 
act of atonement for the sins committed over the past year, and it 
gave the people a chance to start afresh. By contrast, Jesus’ blood 
sacrifice was “once for all” (10:10). It didn’t just atone for the sins 
of the past but for all sins committed for all time.
Called to Be Icons of Christ. 
When Jesus said “Do this in memory of me,” he set his apostles 
apart as priests in his image. It was as if he established a new order 
of priests who would be ministers of his new covenant. From that 
point on, we believe that through the Sacrament of Holy Orders 
priests receive a special anointing to continue Jesus’ priesthood on 
earth. They continue to represent Jesus to us, speaking his words to 
us and exercising his ministry in our midst.
We might say that priests are icons of Jesus, representing him in a 
special way. They freely choose to give up their independence so 
that they can find their identity in the Lord and not only in their 
accomplishments. As an icon of Christ, every priest, despite imper-
fection and weakness, is set apart for the Lord. It’s not a personal 
decision or a career choice. It’s a divine commission, a calling from 
God. This calling is the reason why he seeks ordination. It’s also 
at the root of why he is enabled to assume the authority of Jesus, 
acting in the person of Christ in our very midst.
A Mediator between God and His People. 
At the heart of the authority and responsibility that a priest has been 
entrusted with is the role of mediator—a role that the priest takes 
on in a special way at Mass. It’s there on the altar that a priest con-
tinues Jesus’ priestly ministry most fully. It’s there that he enters 
the sanctuary of God, offering a sacrifice of bread and wine to God. 
It’s there that he brings God’s grace and favor to the people who are 
gathered around him. It’s there that the miracle of Calvary is made 
present over and over again.

able of the talents, we must take note of the crucial terms and their 
meanings. 
The element of time. Time has been a significant factor in our 
Lord’s teaching concerning His coming and the end of the age, 
beginning in chapter 24. Jesus made it clear that His return would 
not be immediate, but after much trouble and the passing of a con-
siderable period of time. While there would be sufficient evidence 
for His followers to discern the general “season” of His return, 
neither the day nor the hour would be known (Matthew 24:32-36, 
42). Beyond this, His return would come at a time when it was not 
expected (Matthew 24:44). In the parable of the talent, there are 
two clear references to time. First, the master stayed away for a 
long time (Matthew 25:19). Second, the faithful servants imme-
diately went to work to increase their master’s money (Matthew 
25:16-17).
The element of money. It is indeed unfortunate that the term “tal-
ent” means something very different today from what our Lord 
meant when He told this parable. The talent was the largest mea-
surement of money in those days. Since a talent was actually a 
measurement of weight, it did not have a constant value. 
While commentators differ somewhat over the approximate value 
of a talent in today’s economy, all would agree that it was a large 
amount of money. Some say that it was the equivalent to 20 years’ 
wages for a common laborer.275 We must remember, then, that a 
talent is a measure of money; it is not a reference to abilities. The 
talents were distributed on the basis of ability, not as the bestowing 
of ability.
We should be careful to recognize that in this parable the mere 
possession of a talent is not evidence of salvation. The one-talent 
slave is clearly not saved; he is condemned to hell. In a similar 
way, in the parable of the soils (Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23) the mere 
germination of the seed does not seem to represent salvation. It 
would appear that only the fourth soil represents the true believer. 
The second and third soils represent those who initially show some 
interest in the gospel, but then reject it when the meaning of the 
gospel becomes clear. The true believer is represented by the seed 
that grows, that endures, and that bears fruit.
From the parable of the talents we seem to be informed that un-
believers are entrusted with certain things, and that they will also 
give account for their stewardship. All men are accountable to God 
for how they use (or do not use) these resources which God has 
entrusted to them.

The element of work. This is the reason I was critical of the transla-
tion of verse 16 (see footnote 1 above). The original text is quite 
clear here – it is the first servant (and we assume the second, as 
well) who immediately sets to work with his master’s money. It is 
not the money that goes to work, as such, but the worker. When 
the third servant’s excuses are set aside, it becomes evident that 
this man is lazy – he didn’t do any work. He didn’t even hand the 
money over to bankers,276 to let them go to work with it.
The element of profit. How is it that the one “who does not have” 
has something taken from him? How can you take something away 
from a person who has nothing? The one “who does not have” but 
yet does “have” (because what he has is taken away) is the one 
who has his master’s money, but has made no profit from it. The 
third servant has no profit, no gain, to give his master, so his tal-
ent is taken away and given to the one who went to work with his 
master’s money and made great gains for him.

GOd OF WiSdOm and miGHT, WE praiSE yOu FOr THE WOndEr OF Our 
BEinG,FOr mind, BOdy and SpiriT.
BE WiTH Our cHildrEn aS THEy BEGin a nEW ScHOOl yEar.
BlESS THEm and THEir TEacHErS and STaFF. GiVE THE STrEnGTH and GracE 
aS THEir BOdiES GrOW; WiSdOm and knOWlEdGE TO THEir mindS aS THEy 
SEarcH FOr undErSTandinG; and pEacE and zEal TO THEir HEarTS. WE aSk 
THiS THrOuGH JESuS cHriST Our lOrd. amEn.


