
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday December 18, 2016

 Sunday of Holy fathers tone 6 page 9 
Epistle: Hebrews 11: 17-23, 32-40 Gospel Matthew 1:1-25

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Dec 18  NO LITURGY. Moose Jaw
   
Mon  Dec 19  NO LITURGY  
Tues Dec 20  NO LITURGY 
Wed Dec 21  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Dec 22              NO LITURGY          
Fri Dec 23  NO LITURGY
Sat  Dec 24  NO LITURGY 
Sun Dec 25   10:00 A.M. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: We are gathered pg 3 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: O Virgin Mary pg 25 (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

The 3 stages of man: He believes in Santa Claus. He doesn’t be-
lieve in Santa Claus. He is Santa Claus..|

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

We wish those travelling at 
Christmas to be with loved 
ones a safe journey.

Merry Christmas!

Mark the Date and  Time
Opportunity for confession  

today. 
*******

Christmas service
Sunday Dec. 25, 2016 

10 a.m.  
Please note

There will be NO SERVICE 
on Christmas Eve in Moose 

Jaw. Spread the word. 
*****

Blessing  of water
Sunday Jan 8, 2017 followed 

by the Prosphora Dinner.
Time: TBA

Salvation Army Christmas Fund
We have an opportunity to assist those less fortunate at Christ-
mas time. Please use the Christmas Fund envelopes provided. 

If donating by cheque, make it payable to Ukr. Catholic Church 
Moose Jaw. This collection ends today.

Museum calendars are 
available for purchase 

from Crystal.

Gift of Love
This donation is shared be-
tween your parish priest and 
the Bishop. Please use the spe-
cial envelope for this purpose. 
Do not use this envelope for 
the Sunday collection. Thank 
you for your consideration.

When a Virgin Gave Birth

If the genealogy indicates that Joseph descended from King 
David, this narrative explains in what sense this son of Da-
vid (1:20) became Jesus’ legal father by adoption. In this brief 
narrative Matthew provides not only an account of the virgin 
birth but reinforcement of the Christian view of Scripture and 
of Christ along with various principles of Christian ethics. We 
must evaluate the function and reliability of the virgin birth 
story by tools more reliable than philosophical presupposi-
tions. On the one hand, ancient writers did like to recount mi-
raculous births when possible. Greco-Roman biographies, or 
“lives,” frequently included birth narratives (Aune 1987:65), 
including miraculous signs such as dreams when appropri-
ate (Schuler 1982:94). Thus it is not surprising that Matthew 
would focus on such events, although his birth narratives do 
not perfectly fit this genre, since they lack the typical structure 
of miracle stories 
Like most first-century Jewish people, Joseph was faithful to 
his future spouse in advance, awaiting marriage, and he ex-
pected the same in return.
Second, Matthew implicitly teaches about the nature of com-
mitment in marriage: infidelity is always unjust, whereas di-
vorce is just under some circumstances Matthew’s Jewish au-
dience would have understood permitted Joseph divorce and 
remarriage, 

More than anything, Matthew’s narrative of the virgin birth, 
like every other event in Matthew, explains and exalts the 
character of his Lord. As we get to know Jesus better through 
the Scriptures, we get to know Scripture’s author and our char-
acter becomes more like his.

.



What happens when you give the Pope a birthday present?
By Andrea Gagliarducci
Vatican City, Dec 17, 2016 

Pope Francis receives a cake for his 80th birthday, Dec. 17, 2016. 
Credit: L’Osservatore Romano.
Pope Francis will receive thousands of gifts for his 80th birthday 
Saturday, from heads of state and the ordinary faithful.
 
Among these gifts are a wood-framed pair of glasses made from 
part of a 1,600-year-old olive tree. That gift is from Viktor and 
Sand Jeromil of Croatia, the newspaper Croatia Week reports. 
 
Gifts like these from the faithful are often presented to the Pope 
in the form of pictures. Gifts from heads of state, however, are 
officially delivered.

By tradition, the most precious gifts are given to the Vatican Mu-
seums, the Vatican Library, or the Sacristy and Treasury Muse-
um. The other gifts are handled by the Floreria Apostolica, an in-
stitution within the Vatican walls that provides for furniture and 
decorations of the Holy Palaces and for the setting of St. Peter’s 
Square during the general audiences.

The Floreria runs the Pope’s so-called “private warehouse.” Gifts 
are generally stored there and sometimes re-gifted. Under Pope 
Francis, some of the presents are sold in the store within the Vati-
can walls where only Vatican employees can show.

The store is located at the historic Vatican train station. It dis-
plays the presents behind a glass at its entrance, where any shop-
per can buy a gift by making a “minimum offer,” or more than 
the set price. All the proceeds go to the Pope’s charit

Some papal gifts have included perish-
able foods, which are put to good use. 
  
In 2010, Benedict XVI received an expensive and rare white 
truffle of Alba. He gave it to the refectory of Caritas Italy. It was 
able to provide the homeless with a precious menu of rice and 
meat flavored with the white truffle. That day, the homeless ate 
like kings. 

Some of the presents are chosen as prizes for the Christmas lot-
tery the Vatican has launched under Pope Francis. Lottery tickets 
cost 10 euros ($10.40each, with some 40 prizes available. This is 
the fourth year the lottery takes place, and most lottery proceeds 
will go to relief efforts for those stricken by the Aug. 24 earth-
quake in central Italy. 

He Saw and Believed
The apostle John shows us how reason and faith work together.

You can always tell what is in a person’s heart by the way he or 
she reacts to unexpected news. It was easy for King Solomon to 
settle a dispute between two women by the way each of them 
reacted when he suggested that a baby be cut in half (1 Kings 
3:16-28).
It was easy for Jesus to tell which of the Pharisees supported him 
and which suspected him by the way they reacted to his miracles 
and his teachings.
Similarly, we can see how much the apostle John loved Jesus by 
the way he reacted to the surprising news from Mary Magdalene. 
Once he heard that Jesus’ body was missing, he got up and ran to 
the tomb. He ignored the danger of being arrested as Jesus had 
been. His love was too strong; he just had to find out what hap-
pened to Jesus.
In this article, we want to take a look at John’s Easter Sunday sto-
ry. And to do this, we’ll divide his story into three “acts.” Moving 
from act to act, we’ll see John’s faith deepening and maturing, to 
the point that it becomes a full and joy-filled resurrection faith—
the very same faith that Jesus wants to give all of us.
Act One: An Open, Seeking Heart. John was in hiding with the 
rest of Jesus’ followers when Mary Magdalene came and told 
them what she had seen: the stone was rolled away. The tomb 
was empty. The burial cloths were folded and placed neatly to the 
side. Most of the disciples rejected Mary’s words, calling them 
“nonsense” (Luke 24:11). But John and Peter reacted differently. 
They thought that maybe, just maybe, something wonderful had 
happened. Their faith may have been weakened when Jesus died, 
but Mary’s news inspired them to investigate for themselves. So 
they left the others and ran to the tomb.
So act one tells us that the testimony of other people can be pow-
erful enough to energize our faith. John was inspired by Mary’s 
description of the empty tomb. Her words moved him to act, and 
as we will see, he was greatly rewarded for it.
Every day, indeed throughout the day, the Holy Spirit is talking 
to us: about God’s love, about his holiness and power, about how 
he wants us to treat the people around us. These words come to 
us through our prayer, through Scripture, through our circum-
stances, and even through the words of other people. If we act 
like the other disciples, we may end up missing out on these mes-
sages. But if we follow Peter and John’s example and investigate 
any message that we think may be coming from the Lord, we’ll 
find new blessings. This is what resurrection faith is about. It’s 
about always being alert to the guidance that our God wants to 
give us.
Act Two: Logic and Faith. When John entered the tomb, “he 
saw and believed” (John 20:8). This was a decisive moment. He 
saw the evidence. He turned it over in his mind. He combined it 
with everything else Jesus had said and done. And the result was 
an increase of faith. In act one, we see how Mary’s testimony 
moved John to wonder if Jesus had risen from the dead. Now we 
can see how valuable reason and reflection are in strengthening 
and building up our faith. to be cintinued


