
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS,  AND WILL BE! Sunday December 25, 2016

 Christmas Day page 10 or compline booklet 
Epistle: Galatians 4: 4-7 Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Dec 25  10 a.m.Moose Jaw for parishioners
   
Mon  Dec 26  NO LITURGY  
Tues Dec 27  NO LITURGY 
Wed Dec 28  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Dec 29              NO LITURGY          
Fri Dec 30  NO LITURGY
Sat  Dec 31  NO LITURGY 
Sun Jan 1   1:00 P.M. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: Boh predvichnyj  (1 verses)               
Closing Hymn: Slava Bohu  (closing verse)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

How does Darth Vader like his Christmas turkey?
On the dark side.|

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

Mark the Date and  Time
 

*****
Blessing  of water

Sunday Jan 8, 2017 followed 
by the Prosphora Dinner.

Time: 10 a.m.

After Liturgy you are invitrd 
ro come fotrward for anoint-
ing and share in the blessed 

bread.

Museum calendars are 
available for purchase 

from Crystal.

Gift of Love
This donation is shared be-
tween your parish priest and 
the Bishop. Please use the spe-
cial envelope for this purpose. 
Do not use this envelope for 
the Sunday collection. Thank 
you for your consideration.

note
Liturgy next Sunday is at 

1 p.m.

WELCOME
to all families and guests
who are celebrating the 

Feast of the Nativity with us.
May the Christ Child bless you and your loved ones and 

may His holy Mother 
guide and protect you always.

On the occasion of our Savior’s birth, 
our sincerest Christmas greetings. 

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

Витаємо усіх з нагоди радісного празника Різдва 
Христового 

і бажаємо вам обильних Божих ласк.
Христос Раждається - Славім Його!



He Saw and Believed
.
Reason is a precious gift from God. We use it all the time to draw 
conclusions about the world around us. In the same way, when rea-

son is enlightened by grace, it can help us draw conclusions 
about God and his work in the world. When John entered the 
tomb, he made faith-filled conclusions based on what he saw. 
He took in all the evidence—the burial cloth, the empty tomb, 
Mary’s story, his own memories of Jesus—and combined it 
with the faith he already had. This led him to interpret things 
differently than Mary Magdalene had done. When he saw the 
linens neatly folded in two separate piles, he reasoned that a 
thief who would steal a dead body would probably not bother 
to unwind the linens. What’s more, a thief wouldn’t want to 
get himself bloodied up in the process. So by ruling out a thief 
and ruling in Jesus’ prior miracles, John concluded that some-
thing miraculous had happened.
Act two tells us that reason can help us grow in our faith. 
It tells us that reason and faith are not mutually exclusive. 
In fact, they belong together. For instance, logic alone would 
never come to the conclusion that a wafer of unleavened bread 
can become the body of Christ. But when coupled with a faith 
that recalls miracles like the multiplication of the loaves, our 
logic can be raised up to see this as a very real possibility.
Think, too, about the way the apostles gave up their former 
lives so that they could follow Jesus of Nazareth. Logic alone 
would tell us that it is unreasonable for people to leave their 
families and their jobs to embrace a life of wandering, hard-
ship, and persecution. But if we recall that these disciples had 
seen Jesus preach and heal, it makes more sense. If we recall 
that they saw the way he died—humble and innocent—and 
that they saw him risen from the dead, we come closer to the 
conclusion that it is a noble thing to follow Jesus so com-
pletely. Keeping all these facts about Jesus in the forefront of 
our minds can help us conclude—logically—that it really is 
worth following him all the way to heaven.
In short, Jesus is asking us to reason in faith. We reason in 
faith when we take the truths of Scripture, the teachings of 
the Church, and the inner stirrings of our hearts and apply 
them to the events of our days. It involves taking the time to 
reflect prayerfully so that we can hear God’s voice and sense 
his presence during our days. We reason in faith when we get 
into the habit of asking questions like, “What does God want 
to teach me in this Scripture passage from Mass? What did he 
just show me through that conversation with my friend? What 
words was he whispering to my heart as I took my morning 
walk?”
Act Three: Moving to Resurrection Faith. After exploring 
the empty tomb, Peter and John returned to the other disci-
ples. Despite all they had seen in the tomb, the Gospel tells us 
that these two still “did not yet understand the Scripture that 
he had to rise from the dead” (John 20:9). Something miracu-
lous may have happened there. But they still didn’t grasp the 
whole picture.

to be cintinued

Pope donates 6 million euro to Ukraine relief efforts 
for Christmas
by Elise Harris
Vatican City, Dec 23, 2016 / 07:52 am (EWTN News/CNA)

After taking up a collection earlier this year to aid fami-
lies affected by the ongoing crisis in Eastern Ukraine, Pope 
Francis has decided to distribute an initial sum of 6 mil-
lion euros to different charity projects as a Christmas gift. 
 
“In the name of the Holy Father, at Christmas the 
first installment of the aid for the humanitar-
ian crisis in Ukraine will be paid,” a Dec. 23 commu-
nique from the Pontifical Council Cor Unum read. 
 
The sum of nearly 6 million euro is only part of the 12 
million that’s been collected since April, and is des-
tined for more than 2 million people “without dis-
tinction of religion, faith or ethnic background.” 
 
It will go to projects that assist people currently living in 
the regions of Donetsk and Lugansk, Kharkiv and Dnepro-
petrovsk, which have been hit hardest by the conflict. 
 
The funds were raised in large part as the result of 
Pope Francis’ decision to take up an April 24 col-
lection in all the Catholic parishes of Europe to pro-
mote humanitarian support for all those suffering 
or displaced due to the fighting in eastern Ukraine. 
 
After the collection, the Pope in June entrusted the 
Vatican’s charity council Cor Unum, with the task 
of forming a committee, which was given a year-
long mandate, to decipher the most urgent needs 
and to get the help to where it’s most required. 
 
Led by Bishop Jan Sobilo, auxiliary bishop of the Diocese 
of Kharkiv-Zaporizhia, the committee, headquartered 
in Zaporizhia, has been working alongside the Apos-
tolic Nuncio in Ukraine, Archbishop Claudio Gugerotti. 
 
According to the communique, from the moment the com-
mittee began their work in July members have “chosen and 
evaluated the aid projects” presented to them by both Chris-
tian charity organizations and by international agencies. 
 
Now, having made their decisions, the committee will use 
the funds to finance 20 “large-scale” projects with individ-
ual contributions of up to 250,000 euros.


