
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 684-9364 (cell)

CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIfY HIM! Sunday January 15, 2017

 35th Sunday after Pentecost t2 
Epistle: Colossians 3:12-16  Gospel Luke 18:18-27 

ХРИСТОС  РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Sun Jan 15  1 p.m.Moose Jaw for parishioners
   
Mon      Jan 16  NO LITURGY  
Tues Jan 17  NO LITURGY 
Wed Jan 18   NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Jan 19              NO LITURGY          
Fri Jan 20  NO LITURGY
Sat  Jan 21  NO LITURGY 
Sun Jan 22   10:00 A.M. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: Возвеселімся (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: In Bethlehem  (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

Feeling pretty proud of myself. The Sesame Street puzzle I bought 
said 3-5 years, but I finished it in 18 months.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

note
Liturgy Jan 22 @ 10 A.M. 

and Jan 29 @ 1 p.m.

ROSARY
We will resume praying the 
rosary one half hour before 

Liturgy. Please come.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 
CHRISTIAN UNITY

JANUARY 18–25, 2017
WELCOME: Invitation

Church of Our Lady in Moose 
Jaw is inviting you

to join us to celebrate together 
our unity in Jesus

Christ Our Saviour!
Thursday, January 19th, 2017.

7:00pm
566 Vaughan Street

Refreshments Provided.

COVENANT of CARE
As per the letter from His Excellency, the parish/district is asked to have 
a person appointed for the position of Parish Care Coordinator (PCC). 
This person will receive reports and/or allegations of breaches of trust of 
the Covenant of Care in the event that someone is unable or unwilling to 
to make a report of abuse. Volunteers? We’ll talk about this over coffee. 

A young man, described as a rich ruler, comes to Jesus. It ap-
pears that he is seeking justification, or at least some reassur-
ance that he is on the right spiritual path. In response to Jesus’ 
questions, he asserts that he has followed the commandments 
all of his life. He has not committed adultery, nor murder. He 
has not stolen from others, borne false witness, nor failed to 
honor his parents. He has, in other words, followed the rules. 
He has obeyed the commandments. In the eyes of the Jews, 
he was most certainly a righteous man. For us, living today, 
his way of life would be considered praiseworthy. We are all 
required, at a minimum, to keep the commandments of God. 
What could be more simple? But the truth is that the “thou 
shall not”s of Scripture are only, if you will, kindergarten for 
Christians. If we want more, if we want to follow the road of 
the saints and truly become the children of God, we must not 
think that our spiritual life stops there.
Jesus, seeing the young man with the eyes of God, knew that, 
and pierced right to the heart of the matter. The issue, as Jesus 
observes, is not simple obedience of rules and regulations. 
The issue is not whether or not we can justify ourselves, to 
make ourselves appear to be righteous or worthy of commen-
dation. The true issue, the key question which every Chris-
tian must face, is whether or not a person has surrendered 
his entire life to God, or does he or she reserve some parts 
wholly for himself. Put another way, does a person observe 
the more difficult commandments of the New Testament: that 
he truly love the Lord God with all of his heart, and all of his 
strength, and all of his soul, and that he love his neighbor as 
himself? Or has he compartmentalized his life, so that God 
is consigned to only one of a great number of boxes, pigeon-
holed and kept separate from the rest of life?
Jesus knew that the focus of the young man was his wealth. It 
was what characterized his life. It was, in the end, the way in 
which he defined who he was and what he did. It was, in the 
end, the thing that kept him from God. He thus challenged 
his questioner to abandon the very thing that, whether or not 
the man knew it, separated him from God. To that end, Jesus 



Возвеселімся всі купно нині
Христос роився в бідні 
яскині
Послідним віком став 
чоловіком
Всі утішайтесь на землі

Всі утішайтесь на землі гойно
Хвалу віддайте Йому достойно
Пожаданому з неба даному
Которий ввесь світ відкупив

asked the man to surrender that part of him which 
he kept separate and that he valued the most—his 
wealth. Keep in mind that in this instance, wealth 
was simply the symptom of the disease. In other 
circumstances, with other people, it was something 
else. Often it was a rigid attachment to the Law it-
self, or to the odds and ends of daily life. The point 
is that in each instance, here is something separating 
the person from true worship, from a genuine rela-
tionship with God.
As St. Clement points out, many have disposed of 
their wealth to no benefit, if their underlying pas-
sions remain. And St. John Chrysostom, who him-
self spoke harshly of the wealthy in his own age, 
noted that even the poor are lost if they have within 
themselves the same overwhelming attraction 
to riches and wealth. For that matter, it is worth 
remembering that there were people close to Jesus 
who had wealth: Matthew the tax collector turned 
Evangelist, Nicodemus, Joseph of Arimethea. It is 
not the money. It is the heart of the one who holds 
it.**********

In Bethlehem, the city of 
David,

Jesus ws born and laid in a 
manger.

2. His Virgin Mother knelt in 
adoration

Before the Lord, and master 
of creation.

The Holy stillness on the night was 
broken

By angel voices throughot the 
heavens,

2. In songs of praise they told the 
wondrous story

Of God’s great goodness and of His 
glory.

Global persecution of Christians has risen for the 
fourth year in a row and is on a “rapid rise” in Asia, the 
advocacy group Open Doors UK warned on Wednes-
day in its annual report on Christian persecution.  
 
“Religious nationalism is sweeping the globe ac-
cording to figures released today as part of the 
Open Doors 2017 World Watch List,” said Lisa 
Pearce, CEO of Open Doors UK & Ireland. 
 
“Persecution levels have been rising rapidly 
across Asia and the Indian subcontinent, driven 
by extreme religious nationalism which is of-
ten tacitly condoned, and sometimes actively en-
couraged, by local and national governments.” 
 
On Wednesday, the group Open Doors released 
its annual World Watch List on the state of global 
persecution of Christians. The list ranks the coun-
tries where the worst persecutions of Christians 
are taking place based on information gathered 
from field workers and “independent experts.” 
 
Open Doors was founded in 1955 by a Dutchman 
named Brother Andrew who smuggled Bibles into 
Communist Eastern Europe. Since then, the orga-
nization has grown to aid Christians in 50 coun-
tries by sending them Bibles and other needed 
materials, and speaking out for their well-being.  
 
Overall persecution of Christians has risen 
from last year, Open Doors UK noted, stat-
ing that “Christians are being killed for 
their faith in more countries than before.” 
 
“Christians living in these countries need the 
support of their family, the body of Christ, to 
help them stand firm in their faith,” they stated. 

 
Pakistan had the most fatal attacks against Christians, “even more than Northern Ni-
geria,” the report noted. Mexico also saw a violent spike in the killings of 23 Christian 
leaders in 2016, including the abductions of several priests. The country has seen 
15 priests killed since the election of current President Enrique Pena Nieto in 2012. 
For the 16th consecutive year, Communist dictatorship North Korea was de-
termined to be the “worst place on earth for Christians,” Open Doors UK 
said. There are 300,000 Christians amidst the population of 25.4 million.  
Christians there suffer from a totalitarian police state that closely monitors their 
actions and requires them to worship the ruling family, the report said. They 
must pray privately. Those discovered by the state to be Christian may end up 
in harsh labor camps where an estimated 50-75,000 Christians currently suffer. 
“Every day was as if God was pouring out all ten plagues on us simultaneously,” 
revealed one Christian women who was held captive in the camps but escaped. 
“That’s how hard it was. But God also comforted me and brought a secret fel-
lowship into existence. Every Sunday we would gather in the toilets and pray.” 
 
All top 10 countries with the worst persecution of Christians are in 
Asia and Africa. Somalia ranks second on the list, followed by Af-
ghanistan, Pakistan, the Sudan, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Yemen, and Eritrea.  
 
Somalia, ranked the second-worst country for persecution of Christians, “has 
persecution levels nearly as high as in North Korea,” Open Doors UK noted.  
 
“Islam is Somalia’s state religion and all Christians come from a Muslim back-
ground,” they explained, meaning that for converts to Christianity, if their con-
version is discovered, it can mean persecution and even a “rushed beheading.”  
 
“If a Christian is discovered in Somalia, they are unlikely to live 
to see another day,” Lisa Pearce stated. There are only hundreds 
of Christians in the country with a population of over 11 million.  
 
At least 12 Christian converts were killed in Somalia in 2016, the report said. The 
country is ruled by a “tribal system” and is “basically lawless,” which means that 
entities like the militant group al-Shabaab can “persecute Christians with impunity.” 
 
Afghanistan is number three on the list, another tribal country where being a 
Christian is illegal. The Islamic republic of Pakistan is fourth, where more Chris-
tians were recorded as killed for their faith in 2016 than any other country. There 
are almost 4 million Christians there amidst the population of over 196 million.  
 


