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CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN!

Sunday May 21, 2017
  Sunday of man born blind  pg 27

Epistle: Acts 16:16-34	 	 Gospel: John 9:1-38

ХРИСТОС  ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

Opening Hymn: Радість
Closing Hymn: On this day

EVENTS & THINGS

1

ThoughT du Jour

We’ve begun to long for the pitter-patter of little feet, so we bought 
a dog. It’s cheaper, and you get more feet.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, 
Bronie Huska,  Fr. Yurij and of 
all who are in the need of the 
gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

Feast of Ascension is  .on 
THURSDAY. LITURGY AT 

7 P.M.
PLEASE ATTEND

Sun   May 21  NOLITURGY. in  Moose Jaw - for parishioners
   
Mon  May 22   NO LITURGY
Tues May 23  NO LITURGY
Wed May 24  NO LITURGY            
Thurs May 25  7 P.M. Ascension
Fri May 26  NO LITURGY
Sat  May 27  NO LITURGY Moose Jaw
Sun May 28  10 a.m. LITURGY in Moose Jaw                                                                                                                                                   

Liturgy
May 28 10 a.m.

June 4

Хр воскрес Хр воскрес
Радість з неба ся являє
Пасха красна днеsсь витає
Радуйтеся щиро нині
Бог дав щастя всій родині
Бог дав радість нам з небес
Христос воскрес Хр воскрес

Khrystos voskres! Khrystos 
voskres!
On this day the Lord is Risen,
On this day new life is given. 
Earth and heaven heard the 
story 
Of the triumph and the glory,
Christ is risen from the dead.
Khrystos voskres! Khrystos 
voskres!

WUCWO Prayer Day
We will celebrate this on-

May 28
Also UCWLC Appreciation 

Day; pin presentation 
Navy Dress code

.

1.  The Apostles
As the recounting of the event begins, we read that the disci-
ples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that 
he was born blind?” Although the Apostles had been with Jesus for 
an extended time, they clung to the common belief of the day that 
some particular personal sin was the cause of this man’s physical 
blindness. Some Jews would have thought that the man was guilty 
of some personal sin committed before birth, while others might 
have believed his blindness was due to the personal sin of his par-
ents or other ancestors. The question raised by the apostles sug-
gests they believed the same or possibly that the blindness was in 
anticipation of some sin of the man committed after he was born. 
Jesus does not answer their question in general, but does answer in 
regards to this particular man, “Neither he nor his parents sinned; 
it is so that the works of God might be made visible through him.”
While it is true that death and suffering in the world are the result 
of sin, both Original and personal, we must remember that even 
the righteous suffer. This is clearly taught in the Old Testament 
story of Job.
2. The Man Born Blind
Here was a man born blind for the glory of God. That his physical 
suffering prepared him to be open to receive the Light of Christ is 
apparent. We will see his stages of conversion in just a moment 
and see how his response can guide each of us in our day.
3. The Parents
At first, the authorities doubted that the man was actually blind pri-
or to his “healing.” So they called in the man’s parents to receive 
their testimony. His parents were afraid of being expelled from 
the temple, so in their fear would only attest to his blindness from 
birth; they would not acknowledge his healing as God’s work, but 
instead told the authorities to ask their son themselves.
4. The Pharisees
As said above, these men were puffed up in pride and were also 
afraid of losing their position and influence, so they refused to see 
the obvious—as such, they were the truly blind.
What We Can Learn
The true light has come into the world and He is Jesus.  We receive 



this light that enlightens mankind when we are baptized.  At bap-
tism, we promise to live in the light and give testimony to Him.
But, we must not be prideful in this fact; we must honor and be 
faithful to our baptismal promises. Nor must we be afraid of doing 
so.
It is at our baptism (and even prior) that our conversion began. 
If we were baptized as infants, there came a time when we had 
acquired the use of reason when we needed to take on personally 
this act of conversion and surrender to the Lord. But as we should 
know, just as there are stages of conversion leading to that ac-
ceptance of Christ, the conversion continues until the time of our 
death.
There will be times when we want to cling to the ways of the world 
and the pressure of our peers. We will be tempted in pride to assert 
that we know better than God and to do it “our way.” There will be 
times when we are afraid—afraid of losing acclaim, acceptance, 
wealth, prestige, and even what we mistake for love—and we will 
be tempted to reject the Light of the World.  The message of the 
world is loud and persistent, and if we let it, the message can be 
persuasive. We will be tempted to deny the obvious—the one thing 
we do know with certainty—and to accept the lies of the evil one. 
Let’s look at the example of the man born blind for guidance.
As the man born blind was cured of his physical blindness, he also 
underwent a healing of his spiritual blindness. We can see this in 
how he progressively refers to Jesus, first as “the man called Jesus” 
in verse 11, then “he is a prophet” in verse 17, then as “from God” 
in verse 33 and finally when he said, “I do believe, Lord” and wor-
shiped Christ in verse 38.
Because this man was open to the truth, the darkness gave way to 
the Light and his spiritual blindness was healed also. Throughout 
our own days, we too are called to this ever deepening relationship 
with the Lord, t our communion with Him will deepen and we will 
attain our supernatural end.
This conversion must continue to deepen so that This man who 
was supposedly an inferior of the Pharisees was the more enlight-
ened of the two. And we Christians who are not of the world, but 
are nonetheless in the world, are to be the more enlightened of the 
two also.
The Pharisees absurdly demanded that this man deny the one thing 
of which he was certain—that he had been born blind that that the 
Lord had restored to him his sight; they demanded that he accept 
their spiritual blindness as truth and embrace darkness as light. 
We can look to our own encounters with the world and see the 
times when we are asked to deny the one thing that we know with 
certainty—the love and grace of Christ our Savior—and instead 
we are asked to embrace the sin that this world demands that we 
mistakenly see as enlightenment.  Absurd! Really!  Could anything 
be more absurd than to give up eternal happiness and blessedness 
for a destructive pleasure and a lie?
May we ever cling to the Light that banishes the darkness which 
is all around us. When the world, in its own language, twists the 
meaning of the words of the man whose sight was restored and 
asks us, “Do you want to become his disciple, too?”… let us shout, 
unafraid and in loving faithfulness, “We do and we are!”

On Sunday Pope Francis reflected on the May 13 canonization 
of the child visionaries St. Francisco and Jacinta Marto, saying 
that their faithfulness, despite their young age, reminds us to 
pay special attention to children in the ministry of the Church. 
 
“In Fatima the Virgin chose the innocent heart and the simplicity 
of little Francisco, Jacinta and Lucia, as guardians of her message. 
These children received it worthily, so to be recognized as reliable 
witnesses to the apparitions, and to become models of Christian life.” 
 
“With the canonization of Francisco and Jacinta, I wanted to 
propose to the whole Church their example of adherence to 
Christ and of evangelical witness, and I also wanted to propose 
to the whole Church to take care of children,” he said May 14. 
 
The holiness of these children is not a consequence of the apparitions 
they received, he said, but of the “fidelity and ardor with which they re-
turned the privilege they received of being able to see the Virgin Mary.” 
 
“After the encounter with the ‘beautiful lady,’ as they called her, they 
frequently recited the Rosary, they did penance and offered sacrifices 
for the end of the war and for the most needy souls of divine mercy.” 
 
This is what made them saints, he said. 
 
Pope Francis addressed around 25,000 people in St. Peter’s 
Square Sunday afternoon before praying the Regina Coeli. 
 
In his greeting, he expressed his gratefulness to God for 
the opportunity to make a pilgrimage to Fatima May 12-
13 for the centenary of the apparitions, going “to the feet 
of the Virgin Mother as a pilgrim of hope and peace.” 
 
He also thanked the bishops of Portugal, and in particular the Bish-
op of Leiria-Fátima, António Augusto dos Santos Marto, as well as 
the local authorities and everyone who helped to organize the visit. 
 
“Last night I returned from the pilgrimage to Fati-
ma,” he said, pausing to add a greeting to “the Madon-
na of Fatima!” followed by cheers from those present.  
 
“In Fatima, I was immersed in the prayer of the holy faithful peo-
ple, a prayer that flows there for a hundred years as a river, to 
beg Mary’s maternal protection on the whole world,” he went on. 
 
“From the very beginning, when in the Chapel of the Apparitions 
I stayed for a long time in silence, accompanied by the prayerful 
silence of all the pilgrims, a together and contemplative climate 
was created where the various moments of prayer took place.” 
 
And at the center of all of this, he said, was 
the Risen Lord present in the Eucharist. 
 
Even 100 years after the first appearance of Our Lady of 
Fatima there is still a great need for prayer and penance for 
the grace of conversion, Francis said. We also need prayers 
“to implore the end of so many wars that are everywhere 
in the world… and which disfigure the face of humanity.” 
 


