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CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIfY HIM!

Sunday January 22, 2017
 36th Sunday after Pentecost t3 

Epistle: 1Timothy 1:15-17  Gospel Luke 18:35-43 

ХРИСТОС  РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ!
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО!

Sun Jan 22  10 a.m.Moose Jaw for parishioners
   
Mon      Jan 23  NO LITURGY  
Tues Jan 24  NO LITURGY 
Wed Jan 25   NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Jan 26              NO LITURGY          
Fri Jan 27  NO LITURGY
Sat  Jan 28  NO LITURGY 
Sun Jan 29   1:00 P.M. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: На небі зірка (1 verse)               
Closing Hymn: Joy to the world (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour

If people say they just love the smell of books, I always want to 
pull them aside and ask, To be clear, do you know how reading 
works?

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, 
Marlene Luciak, Sharon Hore-
jda, Gloria Leniuk, Dorothy 
Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and of all 
who are in the need of the gift 
of health

note
Liturgy Jan 29 @ 1 p.m. 

and Feb. 5 @ 1 p.m.

ROSARY
Pray the rosary one half 

hour before Liturgy. Please 
come.

COVENANT of CARE
We thank Crystal Zakaluzny for volunteering to serve as the personal care 
coordinator for the Covenant of Care program for the district.

Farewell
We bid goodbye to the 

Probe family who are mov-
ing to Manitoba. 

We wish you well in your 
new home. Thank you for 
making this parish your 

spiritual home.

“As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging. When he heard the crowd going by, he asked 
what was happening. They told him, ‘Jesus of Nazareth is passing 
by.’ “

Beggars would often be found at the city gate where people are 
passing in and out. He is probably used to calling out to those who 
pass by, asking for money, begging for alms.

Blindness and diseases of the eye were common illness in the an-
cient world.

Those who lost one of their senses would often develop their other 
sense much more. But it takes no special insight for the blind man 
to realize that the number of people on the road crowding into the 
city is much large than usual.

A pushing, shoving crowd competes to stay up with someone who 
attracts their attention. The blind man cries out to whoever can 
hear him, “What is going on?” And one of the bystanders says, 
“Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”

Once he is told tha Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, he begins to 
yell at the top of his lungs:

“He called out, ‘Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!’

Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but 
he shouted all the more, ‘Son of David, have mercy on me!’ “ 
(18:38-39)

But this is no helpless, feeble cry for help. It is loud and insistent. 
He keeps on shouting. He won’t be shut up, even though the crowd 
continues to tell him to stop.

Some people are intimidated and subdued by their own handicaps. 
It’s possible to almost give up. But not our Blind man.

What motivates his uncontainable cry for healing? Faith.



На небі зірка ясна засяла
І любим світлом сіяє
Хвиля спасіння нам завитала
Бог в Вифлеємі  раждаєсь
Щоб землю з небом в одно 
злучити
Христос родився Славіте

To call someone “Son of David” as a title is equivalent to calling some-
one, “Messiah,” for it signifies to the Jews a person who is the promised 
descendent of David who will sit upon the throne of Israel.

During most of his ministry, Jesus doesn’t encourage others to refer to him 
as the Messiah, because the political implications of this title would soon 
prevent him from being able to minister effectively (Matthew 16:16, 20). 
But now his hour is come. His face is set towards Jerusalem where he will 
be crucified.

The blind man’s request for mercy uses the same words that other beggars 
use. But this beggar’s address to Jesus is startling. When he asks the “Son 
of David” for mercy, he is expecting far more than money. And he has 
faith that the Son of David, the Messiah, will grant his request.

“Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came 
near, Jesus asked him, ‘What do you want me to do for you?’

‘Lord, I want to see,’ he replied.” (18:40-42)

Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?” can be useful for 
us, his disciples, in our own ministry to people. 

The fact is, some people do NOT really want to be healed -- a blessing, a 
prayer, perhaps, but not real healing.

In the case of Blind man, Jesus is trying to get him to vocalize his faith, 
since Jesus responds to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed 
you.”(18:42)

Jesus speaks a word, a command for healing, and the healing takes place 
immediately.

What is so special about the blind man’s faith? Once he hears that Jesus 
is there, he immediately begins to ask mercy of Jesus as Messiah, exhibit-
ing insight into Jesus’ true mission. But he also has an unstoppable faith, 
a faith that won’t take no for an answer. The crowd tells him to shut up, 
and he calls out all the louder. People are embarrassed as the local beggar 
goes ballistic when Jesus comes to town, but he doesn’t care. He has an 
intensity of desire that overcomes obstacles, rebuke, and embarrassment 
to achieve what he desires. Jesus is pleased.

Jesus is a bridge to the Father, always pointing people to a relationship 
with the Father. Jesus is trying to make people trust God on their own. 
Many can see Jesus only, but Jesus keeps encouraging their faith and 
pointing them to the invisible Father. We also can serve as bridges for 
people. At first, they are often VERY dependent upon us. We shouldn’t be 
afraid of that, but not seek it. Rather we should see it as a stage of faith.

“Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. 
When all the people saw it, they also praised God.” (18:43)

The once-blind man now becomes a disciple and joins Jesus’ disciples.

This blind man serves a tremendous encouragement to others who are in 
the same physical or spiritual that he was.

The fathers also give a spiritual interpretation to this miracle, with the 
blind men symbolizing future generations who would come to faith only 
by hearing, without the benefit of seeing Christ in person (see Jn 20:29). 
Those who tried to silence the blind man are persecutors and tyrants who, 

in every generation try 
to silence the Church. 
Nevertheless, under per-
secution the Church all 
the more confesses Jesus 
Christ and calls us to do 
the same.

Joy to the world! The 
Lord has come
Let earth receive her 
King! 
Let every heart pre-
pare Him room 
And heaven and na-
ture sing
And heaven and na-
ture sing 

Joy to the world! the Savior 
reigns
Let men their songs employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat, repeat the sound-
ing joy

Pope Francis spoke Thursday about the struggles in-
herent to the Christian life, and how temptation, while 
a normal part of trying to live virtuously, must be fought 
adamantly.

“That’s why St. Paul speaks of Christian life as a strug-
gle: a daily struggle. A fight!” he said Jan. 19. “That’s 
why Jesus came: ‘to destroy Satan’s empire, the em-
pire of evil.’”

In his homily at Santa Marta, Pope Francis reflected 
on how the day’s Gospel from St. Mark talks about 
crowds of people following Jesus.

“Why were the crowds attracted?” the Pope asked.

In the Gospels it tells us that some are sick and want 
to be healed, he said. There were also some who liked 
to listen to Jesus’ preaching. But another answer is 
that they followed the Lord because the Father always 
leads us to his Son.

Jesus was moved by these people he saw as sheep 
without a shepherd, Francis said, these people who 
are being led to him by the Holy Spirit.

“May the Lord give us the grace to know how to dis-
cern what is going on in our hearts and to choose the 
right path upon which the Father draws us to Jesus.”

Commenting on the end of the Gospel, the Pope quot-
ed the passage that says, “Whenever unclean spirits 
saw him they would fall down before him and shout, 
‘you are the Son of God.’” 

Frequently, when we try to approach God, “unclean 
spirits” try to stop us, he said, and “wage a war against 
us” through the temptation to sin.


