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CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE!

Sunday February 19, 2017
  Sunday of Meatfare pg 39  tone 7 

Epistle:1Corinthians 8:8-9 :2 Gospel: Matthew 25:3-46 

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І Є І БУДЕ!

Sun Feb 19  1 p.m. Moose Jaw for parishioners
   
Mon      Feb 20  NO LITURGY  
Tues Feb 21  NO LITURGY 
Wed Feb 22   NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Feb 23              NO LITURGY         
Fri Feb 24  NO LITURGY
Sat  Feb 25  NO LITURGY 
Sun Feb 26   10:00 a.m. Moose Jaw 

Opening Hymn: O Virgin Mary pg 25 (2 verses)               
Closing Hymn: As we leave pg 9 (3 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

;2

ThoughT du Jour

Every year on my birthday, I looked forward to my aunt’s gift—a scarf, 
hat, or sweater knitted by hand. One year, she must have had better things 
to do because I received a ball of yarn, knitting needles, and a how-to-knit 
book. Her card read “Scarf, some assembly required.”

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, 
Dorothy Lazurko,  Fr. Yurij and 
of all who are in the need of the 
gift of health

note
Liturgy 

Feb 19 1 p.m.
Feb 26 10 a.m.

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

Bishop Roborecki Founda-
tion

In February we will have the 
appeal for the Foundation. 
The purpose is to financially 
assist seminarians for the ep-
archy. The interest from the 
principal is used for this pur-
pose. (The principal currently 
is approximately $600,000+)
Special envelopes are set out 
for this collection.
If donating by cheque,  make 
it payable to Ukr. Catholic 
Church Moose Jaw. 
Your donation will be included 
in the year end parish receipt.
Thank you for your consider-
ation.

World Day of Prayer
Friday March 3

Minto United Church
Time: 2 p.m.

Am I being unfair to you?
Women of Philippines

The commemoration for this Sunday is taken from the parable of 
our Lord Jesus Christ concerning his Second Coming and the Last 
Judgment of all, both the living and the dead. In Matthew 25:31-
46, Christ speaks about what will happen at this specific point in 
time when He will “come in His glory, and all the holy angels with 
Him” (v. 31).

At His coming, “He will sit on the throne of His glory,” and all of 
the nations will be gathered before Him. He will separate them “as 
a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats” (v. 32). The sheep will 
be placed on His right hand, and the goats on the left.

To the sheep, He will say “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world” 
(vv. 33-34)

This kingdom is offered to the sheep because of their compassion 
and service to those in need. Jesus says, “…for I was hungry and 
you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I 
was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.”

The sheep, who are the righteous chosen for the kingdom, will ask 
how this could be so. They will ask Jesus when was He hungry or 
thirsty, a stranger, naked, and in prison. He will answer them by 
saying, “Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to the least 
of these My brethren, you did it to me” (vv. 35-40).

Christ the King, seated on His throne of judgment, will then turn to 
the goats on His left and say, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into the 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (v. 41). He 
will condemn them because they did not feed Him when He was 



to be cintinued

hungry, give Him drink when He was thirsty, take Him in when He 
was a stranger, clothe Him when He was naked, visit Him when 
He was sick or in prison.

The goats will ask the Lord, “When did we see You hungry or 
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not min-
ister to You?” Then He will answer them saying, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me” (vv. 42-45).

Jesus concludes His words on the Last Judgment by stating that 
those on the left “will go away into everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life” (v. 46).

On the past two Sundays of this pre-Lenten period, the focus was 
placed on God’s patience and limitless compassion, of His readi-
ness to accept every sinner who returns to Him. On this third Sun-
day, we are powerfully reminded of a complementary truth: no one 
is so patient and so merciful as God, but even He does not forgive 
those who do not repent. The God of love is also a God of righ-
teousness, and when Christ comes again in glory, He will come 
as our Judge. Such is the message of Lent to each of us: turn back 
while there is still time, repent before the End comes.

This Sunday sets before us the eschatological dimension of Lent: 
the Great Fast is a preparation for the Second Coming of the Sav-
ior, for the eternal Passover in the Age to Come, a theme that is 
also the focus of the first three days of Holy Week. But the judg-
ment is not only in the future. Here and now, each day and each 
hour, in hardening our hearts toward others and in failing to re-
spond to the opportunities we are given of helping them, we are 
already passing judgment on ourselves.

Another theme of this Sunday is that of love. When Christ comes 
to judge us, what will be the criterion of His judgment? The par-
able of the Last Judgment answers: love—not a mere humanitarian 
concern for abstract justice and the anonymous “poor,” but con-
crete and personal love for the human person—the specific per-
sons that we encounter each day in our lives.

Christian love is the “possible impossibility” to see Christ in an-
other person, whoever he or she is, and whom God, in His eternal 
and mysterious plan, has decided to introduce into my life, be it 
only for a few moments, not as an occasion for a “good deed” 
or an exercise in philanthropy, but as the beginning of an eternal 
companionship in God Himself.

The parable of the Last Judgment is about Christian love. Not all 
of us are called to work for “humanity,” yet each one of us has 

received the gift and the grace of Christ’s love. We know that all 
persons ultimately need this personal love—the recognition in 
them of their unique soul in which the beauty of the whole cre-
ation is reflected in a unique way. We also know that people are in 
prison and are sick and thirsty and hungry because that personal 
love has been denied them. And, finally, we know that however 
narrow and limited the framework of our personal existence, each 
one of us has been made responsible for a tiny part of the Kingdom 
of God, made responsible by that very gift of Christ’s love. Thus, 
on whether or not we have accepted this responsibility, on whether 
we have loved or refused to love, shall we be judged.

Recognizing Christ in the Poor

BY: RANIERO CANTALAMESSA, OFM CAP

Jesus of Nazareth identified himself with the poor. He who pro-
nounced the words “This is my body” over the bread said the very 
same words about the poor.
He said so when, talking of what had been done or not done for 
those who are hungry, thirsty, naked, in prison, or strangers, he sol-
emnly declared, “You did it to me” and “You did not do it to me” 
(cf. Matthew 25:31-46). It is as if he said, “That ragged beggar in 
need of something to eat, that poor wretch with hands outstretched, 
was me … it was me!”
I remember when the light of this truth exploded in my mind. I was 
visiting a mission in a Third World country, and with each new 
scene of misery I witnessed—whether it was a child in rags, his 
tummy swollen and his face covered with flies; small groups rac-
ing after a garbage truck hoping to pick up something from it at the 
rubbish dump; or someone covered in sores—it was like a voice 
booming inside me, saying, “This is my body!” It was an over-
whelming experience. The poor person, too, is a vicarious Christi, 
one who stands in Christ’s place. Not in the sense that whatever a 
poor person does is done by Christ, but in the sense that what we 
do to him, we do to Christ: “You did it to me” (Matthew 25:40).
There is a close link between the Eucharist and the poor. In differ-
ent ways, they are both Christ’s body; he is present in both of them. 
St. John Chrysostom wrote:
Would you honor Christ’s body? Then do not permit him to be 
despised in his members, that is, in the poor who are in need of 
clothes. Do not honor him here in church clothed in silk, while 
outside, you neglect him when he is cold and has no clothes… . 
What advantage is it to Christ if the altar is covered with gold ves-
sels while he himself is starving in his poor? First of all, feed those 
who are hungry and only then, adorn the altar with what remains. 
(Hom. in Matth., 50, 3–4; PG 58:508–509)
Throughout the centuries, Christ himself has confirmed this strict 
and realistic interpretation of his words “You did it to me.” One 
day, Martin, at the time both a soldier and catechumen in Roman 
service in northern Europe, met a poor man who was naked and 
frozen stiff. As he had only the cloak he was wearing, he cut it in 
two with his sword and gave one half to the poor man. 


