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CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE! Sunday March 6, 2016

Fourth Sunday of Lent pg 41 tone 8
Epistle: Hebrews 6:13-20  Gospel: Mark 9:17-31 

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І  Є, І БУДЕ!

Sun Mar 6  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners

Mon Mar 7  NO LITURGY
Tues Mar 8  NO LITURGY 
Wed Mar 9  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Mar 10              NO LITURGY          
Fri Mar 11  7 p.m. Stations of the Cross
Sat  Mar 12  NO LITURGY
Sun Mar 13  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: Grant us the grace p. 83 (2 verses) 
Closing Hymn: Behold the wondrous cross pg 61 (2 verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Bifocals are God’s way of saying, “Keep your chin up.”
I won $3 million on the lottery this weekend so I decided to donate 
a quarter of it to charity. Now I have $2,999,999.75.

Stations of the Cross on  Friday 
at 7 p.m. 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
We thank Dorothy Lazurko, 
Gloria Hataley and Betty Lys 
for preparing the delicious pan-
cake breakfast last Sunday.

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Garage, bake & plant sale

May 6&7
Church of our Lady Hall

Items can be delivered to Hall 
on Thursday May 5 after 1 p.m.
Newsletter on table in vestibule

Easter Confession
Thursday March 17 @ 7 p.m.
Fr. Kachur will be in our parish

Sorokousty
Booklets are set out on the back 
bench. Please update as neces-
sary. We will commemorate 
your loved ones after Stations 
on Fridays. Stipend $10

We welcome Bishop Bryan to 
Moose Jaw parish. Following 
coffee we will have a district 
meeting.

Jesus Heals the Boy With The Evil Spirit

A miracle is a phenomenal or supernatural event in the physical 
world that surpasses all known human or natural powers, and more 
often than not cannot be explained by the laws of nature. God nev-
er operates contrary to His Word or to the laws of nature which 
He has established, but He has the prerogative to supersede them.

In Matthew 17:14-21, Mark 9:17-29 and Luke 9:38-43, the Al-
mighty Author chose to have three writers record this miracle and 
the accounts are rich with principles. The Matthew narrative refers 
to the boy as an epileptic, the cause being spiritual. All three Gos-
pels agree that the boy was suffering from the influence of evil or 
demon spirits.

In Matthew, the father of the boy came to Jesus and described how 
his son would have seizures and fall into fire or into water. Mark’s 
account adds that the spirit “seizes him, it throws him down; he 
foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid.” Luke 
adds, “…a spirit seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convuls-
es him so that he foams at the mouth; and it departs from him with 
great difficulty, bruising him.” The New Living Translation offers 
this rendering of Luke 9:39: “An evil spirit keeps seizing him, mak-
ing him scream. It throws him into convulsions so that he foams at 
the mouth. It batters him and hardly ever leaves him alone.” The 
father told Jesus, “I spoke to Your disciples, that they should cast 
it out, but they could not.”

Jesus’ response at this point is somewhat out of the ordinary. Mat-
thew 17:17, Mark 9:19 and Luke 9:41 coincide. The Message han-
dles these verses in this way: Jesus said, “What a generation! No 
sense of God! No focus to your lives! How many times do I have to 
go over these things? How much longer do I have to put up with 
this? Bring your son here.” Matthew and Luke both sum up in a 
few words what Jesus did next. He rebuked the spirit, it came out, 
and the boy was healed.

The child was brought to Jesus and when he, the spirit, saw Jesus, 
“immediately the spirit convulsed him, and he fell on the ground 
and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.” Jesus then asked the father 

Food Bank Drive
We will again this Lent have 
our Food Bank Drive. Kindly 
bring your contribution in the 
next two weeks so that the 
items can be delivered before 
Easter. Toiletry items such as 
soap, toothbrushes, shampoo, 
etc. are also required.



how long this had been occurring. The man told Jesus it had been 
happening since the boy’s infancy, then said to Jesus, “But if You 
can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus then 
took the man’s “if” and directed the responsibility for believing 
squarely on the father’s shoulders. “If you can believe, all things 
are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father of the 
child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my un-
belief!”

Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “Deaf and dumb 
spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!” 
The spirit screamed, the child convulsed, but the spirit came out of 
him. The boy was motionless and looked dead, so that the people 
present said, “He is dead.” Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him to his feet.

This miraculous incident closes with the disciples coming to Jesus 
privately and asking Him, “Why could we not cast it out?” Jesus 
taught them truthfully. He told them it was because of their unbe-
lief. The word translated unbelief in the Greek means “little faith” 
or “littleness of faith.” They were by no means unbelievers, but 
had experienced great success as recorded in Matthew 10 when 
they went out healing all kinds of sicknesses and diseases, and 
casting out spirits. Jesus taught that there are different kinds of 
spirits that vary in strength and wickedness, and that a disciplined 
prayer life is crucial in destroying the works of the devil.

This situation had stumped them perhaps because it was new and 
different, but primarily because the father’s own unbelief was 
working against them. Jesus went on to encourage them, “If you 
have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move 
from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impos-
sible for you.” In essence, He was teaching them that a little genu-
ine faith is all it takes. It is not a matter of more faith, but enough 
to focus solely on God Who has the power to perform whatever 
needs to be done.

The Ladder of Divine Ascent is a treatise on avoiding vice and 
practicing virtue so that at the end, salvation can be obtained. Writ-
ten by Saint John Climacus initially for monastics, it has become 
one of the most highly influential and important works used by the 
Church as far as guiding the faithful to a God-centered life, second 
only to Holy Scripture.
There is also a related icon known by the same title. It depicts 
many people climbing a ladder; at the top is Jesus Christ, prepared 
to receive the climbers into Heaven. Also shown are angels help-
ing the climbers, and demons attempting to shoot with arrows or 
drag down the climbers, no matter how high up the ladder they 
may be. Most versions of the icon show at least one person falling.
John, whilst a hermit living at the Sinai Peninsula, was recognized 
for his humility, obedience, wisdom (which was attained through 
spiritual experience), and discernment. He already had a reputa-
tion for being extremely knowledgeable about how to practice a 
holy life. St. John, igumen of the Raithu Monastery, one day asked 
St. John Climacus (also known as John of Sinai) to write down his 
wisdom in a book. At first hesitant to take on such a task, John of 
Sinai eventually honored the request, and he proceeded to write 
The Ladder. 
The aim of the treatise is to be a guide for practicing a life com-

pletely and wholly devoted to God. The ladder metaphor—not dis-
similar to the vision that the Patriarch Jacob received—is used to 
describe how one may ascend into heaven by first renouncing the 
world and finally ending up in heaven with God. There are thirty 
chapters; each covers a particular vice or virtue. They were origi-
nally called logoi, but in the present day, they are referred to as 
“steps.” The sayings are not so much rules and regulations, as with 
the Law that St. Moses received at Sinai, but rather observations 
about what is being practiced. Overall, the treatise does follow a 
progression that transitions from start (renunciation of the world) 
to finish (a life lived in love).

Answers
1. touchdown
2. scrambled eggs
3. falling star
4. six feet under ground
5. I under stand
6. three degrees below zero

Brain teasers

Prayer Intention for March
Universal: Families in DiFFicUlty
that Families in neeD may receive the necessary sUpport anD 
that chilDren may grow Up in healthy anD peaceFUl environ-
ments.
evangelization: persecUteD christians
that those christians who, on accoUnt oF their Faith, are Dis-
criminateD against or are being persecUteD, may remain strong 
anD FaithFUl to the gospel, thanks to the incessant prayer oF 
the chUrch.                   *************

in memoriam
archDeacon ray lalach Fell asleep in the lorD  on Feb. 28.
FUneral services were helD on march 4. vichnaya pamiat.

Good Luck, Matthew, at the 
provincial bowling playdowns 
in Saskatoon today,


