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Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS AMONG US!
HE IS AND WILL BE! Sunday March 13, 2016

Fifth Sunday of Lent pg 42 tone 1
Epistle: Hebrews 9:11-14  Gospel: Mark 10:32-45 

ХРИСТОС  ПОСЕРЕД НАС!
І  Є, І БУДЕ!

Sun Mar 13  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners

Mon Mar 14  NO LITURGY
Tues Mar 15  NO LITURGY 
Wed Mar 16  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs Mar 17              7 p.m. Liturgy; Confessions; St. Patrick’s Day          
Fri Mar 18  7 p.m. Stations of the Cross; sorokousty
Sat  Mar 19  NO LITURGY
Sun Mar 20  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - Palm Sunday
   

Opening Hymn: Almighty God p. 51 (2 verses) 
Closing Hymn: Gethsemane pg 57 (2 verses)

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Diplomacy is the art of saying good doggie while looking for a 
bigger stick
How does Teflon stick to the pan?

Thank you for your partici-
pation in the district meeting 
last week. We had a good ex-
change of ideas and gained a 
better understanding of what 
the future holds for us.

Easter Confession
Thursday March 17 @ 7 p.m.
Fr. Kachur will be in our parish

Food Bank Drive
We will again this Lent have 
our Food Bank Drive. Kindly 
bring your contribution in the 
next week so that the items can 
be delivered before Easter. Toi-
letry items such as soap, tooth-
brushes, shampoo, etc. are also 
required. “I was hungry ...”

Easter Schedule Moose Jaw
Thursday Mar 24 7 p.m. Pas-
sion  Gospels
Good Friday 10 a.m. Liturgy 
and exposition of Shroud
Easter Sunday March 27
9:00 a.m. Matins, Liturgy, 
blessing of food.

Since the feast of the Annun-
ciation falls on Good Friday, 
Liturgy is celebrated. Met-
ropolitan Lawrence has indi-
cated the order of services for 
the Archeparchy of Winnipeg. 
Bishop Bryan has requested 
that the same outline be used in 
the Eparchy of Saskatoon. Blue 
vestments shall be worn for the 
occasion.

The Evangelist, Mark, records for us that Jesus was on His way up 
to Jerusalem when He was telling His disciples things that “aston-
ished” them and “frightened” His other followers. He clearly and 
specifically revealed to them what was about to take place. “We 
are going up to Jerusalem and the Son of Man will be betrayed to 
the chief priests and teachers of the law. They will condemn Him 
to death and will hand Him over to the Gentiles, who will mock 
Him and spit on Him, flog Him and kill Him. Three days later He 
will rise.” (Mark 10: 33-34)
This was not the first time He spoke “plainly” to them about His 
suffering, sacrifice and passion! (See also Mark 8:31 and follow-
ing.)
But then, remarkably, as if they hadn’t heard a word He had just 
spoken about everything that He would be undergoing, James 
and John came to Him quietly asking not about what He might 
need, but wanting something for themselves! They asked Him to 
“write them a blank check!” They asked Him to grant anything 
they wanted, and what they wanted was the privilege of sitting in 
honor and power with Him in His glory.
Jesus in turn asked them if they were able to “drink the cup [of 
suffering] I drink or be baptized with the baptism [of suffering] I 
am baptized with?” (v. 38) They replied that they could, but they 
didn’t really know what they were asking nor did they know what 
sort of suffering they would eventually undergo for the sake of 
Christ and for the sake of the gospel! (Tradition tells us that John 
was eventually exiled to the island of Patmos for the rest of his 
life and James was beheaded because of his proclamation of the 
gospel.)
The other disciples became aware of James and John’s request and 
a quarrel broke out among them about who was the greatest; who 
deserved the positions of greatest honor. Jesus finally “stepped in” 
to settle the dispute by explaining that “whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all.” (vs. 43-44)
We can’t imagine that in the face of His impending suffering and 
death the disciples only cared about which of them might be con-
sidered “first, greatest or best!” Yet, today, even though we know 
Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection for us – we still live as if we 
want to be first, best and greatest! What we do (and what we fail to 



do for others) demonstrates the sin of putting ourselves first. This 
sin of “Me first,” creeps into our marriages, our relationships and 
into our schools and workplaces. Jesus died to forgive us for this 
sin, and He gives Himself as our example and model. He cared 
for the “last and the least.” He loved and healed those who were 
physically, mentally and emotionally broken. He, ultimately, died 
for the sins of the whole world – yours and mine – even our sins of 
selfishness, pride and the craving to be “first, best and greatest!”
Forgiven in Christ, we can find true greatness, joy, peace, content-
ment and fulfillment by being “The Greatest of all Servants!” 

MARY of EGYPT
Our venerable mother Mary of Egypt was a desert ascetic who re-
pented of a life of prostitution. She lived during the sixth century, 
and passed away in a remarkable manner in 522. The Church cel-
ebrates her feast day on the day of her repose, April 1; additionally, 
she is commemorated on the Sunday of St. Mary of Egypt, the fifth 
Sunday in Great Lent.
She began her life as a young woman who followed the passions 
of the body, running away from her parents at age twelve for Al-
exandria. There she lived as a harlot for seventeen years, living by 
begging and spinning flax.

One day, however, she met a group of young men heading toward 
the sea to sail to Jerusalem for the veneration of the Holy Cross. 
Mary went along for the ride, seducing the men as they traveled for 
the fun of it. But when the group reached Jerusalem and actually 
went towards the church, Mary was prohibited from entering by an 
unseen force. After three such attempts, she remained outside on 
the church patio, where she looked up and saw an icon of the The-
otokos. She began to weep and prayed with all her might that the 
Theotokos might allow her to see the True Cross; afterwards, she 
promised, she would renounce her worldly desires and go wher-
ever the Theotokos may lead her.

After this heart-felt conversion at the doors of the church, she fled 
into the desert to live as an ascetic. She survived for years on only 
three loaves of bread and thereafter on scarce herbs of the land. For 
another seventeen years, Mary was tormented by “wild beasts—
mad desires and passions.” After these years of temptation, how-
ever, she overcame the passions and was led by the Theotokos in 
all things.

Following 47 years in solitude, she met the priest St. Zosima in the 
desert, who pleaded with her to tell him of her life. She recounted 
her story with great humility while also demonstrating her gift of 
clairvoyance; she knew who Zosima was and his life story despite 
never having met him before. Finally, she asked Zosima to meet 
her again the following year at sunset on Holy Thursday by the 
banks of the Jordan.

Zosima did exactly this, though he began to doubt his experience 
as the sun began to go that night. Then Mary appeared on the oppo-
site side of the Jordan; crossing herself, she miraculously walked 
across the water and met Zosima. When he attempted to bow, she 
rebuked him, saying that as a priest he was far superior, and fur-
thermore, he was holding the Holy Mysteries. Mary then received 
communion and walked back across the Jordan after giving Zos-
ima instructions about his monastery and that he should return to 
where they first met exactly a year later. When he did so, he found 
Mary’s body with a message written on the sand asking him for 

burial and revealing that she had died immediately after receiving 
the Holy Mysteries the year before (and thus had been miraculous-
ly transported to the spot where she now lay). So Zosima, amazed, 
began to dig, but soon tired; then a lion approached and began to 
help him, that is, after Zosima had recovered from his fear of the 
creature. Thus St. Mary of Egypt was buried. Zosima returned to 
the monastery, told all he had seen, and improved the faults of the 
monks and abbot there. He died at almost a hundred years old in 
the same monastery.

The second round of the annual Eparchial appeal will begin on 
April 10. More details to come.

With the mild ‘winter’ that we have experienced we will have wil-
lows to distribute on Palm Sunday.

The Church in the 21st Century

The power of repentance – Do you want to know the power of 
repentance? Do you want to understand this strong weapon of sal-
vation and the might of confession? By confession Hezekiah rout-
ed 185,000 of the enemy. That was important but it was nothing 
compared with what else happened. The same king’s repentance 
won the repeal of the sentence that God had passed on him. When 
he was sick, Isaiah had said: “Set your house in order; for you 
shall die, you shall not recover.” What expectation was left? What 
hope of recovery was there? The prophet had said, “You shall die.” 
But Hezekiah remembered what was written: “In returning …you 
shall be saved.” He turned his face to the wall, and from his bed 
of pain his mind soared up to heaven (for no wall is so thick as to 
stifle fervent prayer). He said, “Lord, remember me.” … He whom 
the prophet’s sentence had forbidden to hope was granted another 
fifteen years of life. (St. Cyril of Jerusalem)

Musée Ukraina Museum
Gala Fundraiser

Sunday April 10, 2016
Travelodge Hotel, 106 Circle Dr W Saskatoon

Reception 4 p.m., Dinner 5 p.m.
Tickets $80/person, income tax receipt for a portion of ticket

Contact: Marlene Bodnar 306-262-1647
Pat Mialkowsky 306-260-9119

Nissa Baran 306-242-5849


