
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
625 5th Avenue SW     Moose Jaw SK     S6H 5W2     (306) 692-9456

Fr. Yurij Lazurko, administrator
(306) 693-6636 (home)    (306) 690-9709 (cell)

CHRIST IS RISEN!
INDEED HE IS RISEN! Sunday May 1, 2016

 Sunday of Man Born Blind pg 27 tone 5
Epistle: Acts 16:16-34   Gospel: John 9:1-38  

ХРИСТОС  ВОСКРЕС!
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС!

Sun May 1  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw - for parishioners

Mon  May 2  NO LITURGY
Tues May 3  NO LITURGY 
Wed May 4  NO LITURGY                                                                               
Thurs May 5              7:00 p.m. Ascension          
Fri May 6  NO LITURGY
Sat  May 7  NO LITURGY
Sun May 8  9:30 a.m. Moose Jaw
   

Opening Hymn: On this day               
Closing Hymn: Христос воскрес

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY
Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi-
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 
manner.

EVENTS & THINGS

 

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of John Smuk, Anne 
Sahaidak, Steve Okraincee, 
Pete Okraincee, Marlene Lu-
ciak, Crystal Zakaluzny, Sha-
ron Horejda, Gloria Leniuk, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health.

ThoughT du Jour

Never drive faster than a guardian angel can fly.

I’m not lazy. I’m just highly motivated to do nothing.

Eparchial Appeal 
Began April 10. Let us respond 
generously to this Annual Ap-
peal. Moose Jaw did very well 
last time. The Eparchial target 
this year is $220,000.We will 
follow the same procedure as 
last year. The target for Moose 
Jaw is $2475.
Please turn in your donation to 
Mark Lazurko or Gloria Leniuk 
coordinators.

Parish Executive 2016
President Fr. Yurij Lazurko
1st VPresident Harry Horejda
2nd VPresident Mark Lazurko
Secretary Dorothy Lazurko
Treasurer Lawrence Gelleta

Committees
Trustees Andy Sereda, Jake Le-
niuk, Andy Pisio
Maintenance Jake Leniuk, 
Andy Pisio
Audit Gloria Leniuk, Sharon 
Horejda, Betty Lys
Thanks to all for letting their 
names stand for the various po-
sitions.

Today’s marvelous Gospel story is about seeing the face of Jesus, 
allowing the scales of blindness to fall from our eyes, experiencing 
his healing powers, and acknowledging Jesus for whom he really 
is: the Lord and Savior who has come into the world. From the 
very beginning of John’s Gospel, the question of origins pervades 
the story. Where is Jesus from? Who sent him? What rabbinical 
school did this son of Nazareth attend? Where did he get all of 
this? Where did he learn to break God’s law? Such questions per-
meate the provocative Gospel story of the healing of the blind man 
in John’s Gospel.
Today’s highly symbolic story of the Sabbath healing of the man 
born blind is unique because the only Old Testament cure from 
blindness is found in Tobit (7:7; 11:7-13; 14:1-2), but Tobit was 
not born blind. Today’s story, the sixth sign of the Fourth Gospel, 
is introduced to illustrate the saying, “I am the light of the world” 
(John 8:12; 9:5). The narrative of conflict about Jesus contrasts Je-
sus (light) with the Jews. The theme of water is reintroduced in the 
reference to the pool of Siloam. Ironically, Jesus is being judged 
by the Jews, yet the Jews are judged by the Light of the world in 
the flesh! (John 3:19-21) 
The controversy
The story of the blind man’s healing takes exactly two verses; the 
controversy surrounding the cure, thirty-nine verses. It is the con-
troversy that is the rest of the story! In response to such questions 
about Jesus’ origins, the formerly blind man replies, “He restored 
my sight. Where do you think he’s from?” The blind man pro-
gresses from darkness to light: he regards Jesus as a man, then 
a prophet, and finally confesses that he is the Son of God. The 
Pharisees first appear to accept the blind man’s healing but then 
begin to doubt and finally deny Jesus’ heavenly origins. The blind 
man’s simplicity confounds the wise. They end up refusing to see 
– rendering themselves blind. Yet it is not difficult to sympathize 
with the Pharisees. They were only attempting what many of us 
have been trained to do: observe, analyze, describe and explain the 
phenomena of a particular situation.
The blind man’s background
The formerly blind man did not know all the correct religious 
phrases with which to interpret his salvation. He was not pious in 
the traditional sense or even respectful of his elders. What he knew 

UCWLC Appreciation Day
Sunday May 15

WUCWO Prayer Day
Pin presentation

Navy Dress Code

This year we will not have 
Cemetery Services. Instead 
we will pray the Panakhyda in 
church on May 22.

Feast of Ascension on Thurs-
day. Liturgy at 7:00 p.m.



Changeable parts during the Easter Season
Instead of “It is truly right” we sing “The angel” pg 24.
Instead of: “Blessed is He” “We have seen the true light” 
“May our mouths be filled” “Blessed be the name of the 
Lord” (once)
We sing: Христос воскрес �� �ертви�, с�ерт� с�ерт� �о- �� �ертви�, с�ерт� с�ерт� �о-
долав, � ти� що в гроба�, життя дарував.
Christ is risen from the dead, trampling death by death, 
and to those in the tombs giving life.

Act of the Holy Spirit
Why did the disciples risk so much, even to the point of persecu-
tion and death? Again, St. Paul gives the answer: “The love of 
Christ controls us because we are convinced that one has died for 
all” (2 Corinthians 5:14). The ever-deepening experience of God’s 
love, coupled with an ongoing surrender of their lives to Christ, led 
the disciples to want to tell everyone they could about the salvation 
that was available to them in Jesus.
Come, Lord Jesus! The Holy Spirit touched the disciples so deep-
ly that they experienced a longing to be with Jesus and see him 
face to face. This Spirit, who is “the guarantee of our inheritance 
until we acquire possession of it” (Ephesians 1:14), gave them a 
taste of what eternal life with Jesus would be like, and so the early 
church cried out, “Amen, come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20).
The first Christians understood that life in this world was only tem-
porary, and that their true and final home was in heaven, united 
with the Lord. It was, in fact, this faith and hope in Jesus’ return 
that sustained the church in times of hardship and persecution: “If 
we endure, we shall also reign with him” (2 Timothy 2:11-12). 
What could be more hopeful than the promise of life eternal, glori-
fied with the one who has loved us so faithfully?
Ordinary People Transformed. In this season between Easter 
and Pentecost, we have a wonderful opportunity to open our hearts 
more fully to the Spirit’s transforming power. God’s purposes nev-
er change. Everything that the first disciples experienced is still 
available to us today. Just as it happened for them, it can happen 
for us.
We must understand that the disciples were not extraordinary peo-
ple. They were just tradesmen, merchants, and government work-
ers—parents, teachers, and political activists. They didn’t come 
together and devise a plan to turn their world upside down. They 
were weak and sinful, just like us, and they knew that only the 
Holy Spirit could do the work Jesus had entrusted to them. This 
is why, instead of striking out on their own, they followed Jesus’ 
words to remain in Jerusalem, praying and waiting for the Spirit to 
fall (Luke 24:49).
In this Easter season, as we celebrate the risen Lord, let us imitate 
the disciples and spend some extra time in prayer. Let’s ponder 
God’s word and ask him to fil l us even more with the Holy Spirit. 
Let us all look forward to the fulfillment of Jesus’ promise: “You 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you” (Acts 
1:8).

for sure was that once upon a time he sat in darkness, and now the 
whole world was drenched in sunlight. And he acknowledged that. 
“One thing I know.” As if the most insignificant thing he happens 
to know is who saved his life! 
The man who has now recovered his sight does not start with spe-
cial knowledge but with acknowledgment. Jesus is the one who 
gives him life, who saves him, who removes his blindness, who 
gives him hope and courage. Jesus – he’s the one! He’s it! We 
know that the blind man is not the only one to admit “Jesus is it!” 
The blind man’s spiritual descendents are legion throughout his-
tory! Hopefully we are part of that lot!

“Stir into flame the gift of God that you have.” (2 Timothy 1:6)

Stop, drop, and roll. For decades, this fire safety mantra has been 
taught to schoolchildren so that they can have a quick way to re-
member what to do if their clothes ever catch fire. Fire needs fuel 
and heat, but without air, it can’t burn for long. So one of the best 
ways to put out a fire is to get rid of its source of oxygen.
On the opposite end of the spectrum, we have St. Paul telling Tim-
othy—and all of us—to fan into flame the gifts God has poured 
out. Through the Holy Spirit, God has enkindled in each of us 
unique spiritual gifts. But in order for them to really catch fire, we 
need to participate. We need to feed the fire of the Spirit with our 
own choices. Every step of faith that we take is like the oxygen 
added to the fire to keep it blazing! Our effort, feeble though it may 
seem to us, works like a bellows blowing air onto the fire of God’s 
gifts, making them more and more effective.
What might put out that fire? Different attitudes in our hearts can 
act like a wet blanket. Paul warns Timothy against fear and shame, 
but we may struggle with others as well. We may feel led to share 
a word of encouragement with a friend, but worry about how that 
friend might receive it. We may doubt that we’ll get much out of 
prayer one morning, so we skip it. We may allow a mood or self-
righteous thought to over shadow our peace in Christ. We may feel 
that we have the right to hold some resentment against our spouse, 
so we refuse to forgive.
Even if you feel hesitant, take a step and follow the Holy Spirit’s 
lead. Then watch the flame burn brighter! The more you seek the 
Lord and practice using his gifts, the easier it will become—and 
the more you will be encouraged by the results. Go ahead and fan 
the flame of the Spirit. Let his fire burn away all doubt and hesi-
tation, so that you can become a beacon of hope for the people 
around you.
“Holy Spirit, help me identify the gifts you’ve given me so that I 
can fan them into flame. Help me to put aside any attitudes that 
can dampen the flames!”

Khrystos voskres! Khrystos 
voskres!
On this day the Lord is Risen,
On this day new life is given. 
Earth and heaven heard the 
story 
Of the triumph and the glory,
Christ is risen from the dead.
Khrystos voskres! Khrystos 
voskres!

Rejoice be glad, in the Lord re-
joice!
Join all men and all creation
In the psalm of exaltation
Praise the Lord for he has con-
quered 
Death and evil he has trampled
Peace and love He shares this 
day
Khrystos voskres! Khrystos 
voskres!

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Garage, Bake and Plant Sale May 6-7, 2016

Church of Our Lady Auditorium
You may bring items on Thursday, May 5 after 1 p.m.


