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KONDAK (Tone 3) 
Foolishly I left the splendor of Your Fatherly home* and with wicked men wasted the wealth You gave me. * I 

cry out to You with the voice of the Prodigal: * “I have sinned before You, merciful Father. * Accept my 
repentance and make me as one of Your servants.” 
 
During the time of Jesus, for a son to ask his father for his part of the inheritance was like telling the 
father, I want you to die.  It is the greatest insult a son could give his father.  Especially among the Jewish 
families when the family often cared for the father and mother when they grew old. 
 
At Sunday Matins Psalm 137 is sung: 
By the rivers of Babylon we sat down; 
There we wept when we remembered Zion. 
On the willows near by we hung our harps. 

Those who captured us told us to sing; they told us to entertain them: “Sing us a song about Zion.” 
How can we sing a song to the Lord in a foreign land? 
May I never be able to play the harp again if I forget you, Jerusalem! 
May I never be able to sing again if I do not remember you, If I do not think of you as my greatest joy! 
 
Psalm 137 is a song of exile.  It was sung by the Jewish people when they were exiled in Babylon.  We sing 
it at Matins as a reminder of our exile from God through sin.  It will be sung twice more - the last two 
Sundays of the Great Fast as we near the Resurrection. 
 
The Icon of the Prodigal Son not only reveals the compassionate love of the Father welcoming the 
Prodigal home; it also shows the elder son.  The elder son resents the Father’s welcoming the Prodigal 
home.  The elder son has been faithful and obedient and yet, the Father seems to lavish more love and 

more attention on the disobedient son.  We are also the elder son in the story when we judge God’s 
compassionate love of the sinners of the world – the prostitutes, the drug addicts, the drunks, the 
homeless, the unemployed.  How could God love them when I work so hard and am so faithful?  Part of 
this Sunday’s reflection includes acknowledging our self-righteousness and how it keeps us from 
receiving God’s loving forgiveness. 
 
The parable is called the Prodigal Son but it could just as easily be called the parable of the Loving Father.  
We must realize that no matter how far we go away from God, the Loving Father is always waiting to 
welcome us home.  We are the Beloved of God and we can rely on the mercy of God.  To repent means to 
return to God.  We acknowledge our sinfulness before God and we ask forgiveness. 
 

WHAT CAN I DO IN MY CLASSROOM OR AT HOME? 
∎  Display the Icon of the Prodigal Son and tell the story to the children. 
∎  Recite Psalm 137 as a family or class. 
∎  Act out the story of the Prodigal Son as part of the class. 
∎  Think of ways that we turn away from God and discuss it with the children. 
∎  Go through an examination of Conscience with the children. 
∎  Examine how we are like the elder son of the story. 
∎  Cut out feet and have the children write ways that we can return to God. 
 
Remind the children that God loves them so much, He will always take them back. 


