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Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon 

Українська Католицька Єпархія Саcкатуну 
 

214 Avenue M South     Saskatoon, SK    S7M 2K4   Canada 

Office: (306) 653-0138  ext. 221 or 222  email: admin.skeparchy@sasktel.net 

Fax: (306) 665-2569    personal email: uwitness2bishop@gmail.com 

 
Ref. #  BB-170401-01  
(Kindly reference the above number if you reply to this letter) 

 

April 1, 2017 

 

 
 

Dear Clergy, Religious and Faithful of the Eparchy of Saskatoon, 

 

Stewardship – Identifying Needs 

Regarding Vision 2020 also known as “Vibrant Parishes – A Place to Encounter the Living Christ”, the 

Eparchy of Saskatoon was asked by the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church to 

reflect on how our parishes could become vibrant places to encounter Christ.  This was to take shape in 

six particular areas, including the 1) Word of God; 2) Holy Mysteries (Sacraments) and Prayer; 3) 

Serving One’s Neighbour (diakonia); 4) Leadership; 5) Fostering Unity (koinonia); and 6) the Missionary 

Spirit of the Parish. Said differently, the role of a parish is to be a place of sanctification (sacraments), 

education (catechesis) and administration (caring for material needs), sharing the same extended roles of 

the bishop and clergy. 

 

Building upon the Sobor Document of 2005, our more recent reflection produced the 2014 Sobor 

Document where we find our plan for how we are called to be missionary disciples and good stewards of 

the people and all gifts given us by God. Regarding stewardship, one important step was to protect our 

people and all we have as an Eparchy by investing in an umbrella insurance and liability policy a few 

years ago. Indeed, all Western Dioceses and Eparchies have this in place. To maintain this coverage at an 

acceptable standard, operational audits by the Assembly of Western Catholic Bishops will be carried out 

to confirm our compliance with this expression of stewardship. As Catholics, Western and Eastern, we 

are taking steps to make our churches, halls and everywhere we worship and celebrate as safe as possible 

for all ages. Further steps for safety and risk reduction are underway - as demonstrated by our 

development of the Covenant of Care policies and protocols that all Eparchies and Dioceses must have in 

place. 

 

Stewardship Forum  

This brings into focus the many churches, halls and properties that remain idle and are rarely used. They 

are certainly landmarks and a testament to the dedication and faith of our ancestors, however, from 

another perspective they present a growing risk of injury and some of them are embarrassingly beyond 

repair. Additionally, many cemeteries need care and attention. That is why every District Council, with 

their priest, are essential in evaluating the needs for worship of those in their respective area while the 

respectful decommissioning of other places of worship is calling for some difficult decisions to be made. 

Who better to care for these buildings and plan for their future than those who live near by? How does 

their care play a role in the bigger picture across the Eparchy? 
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Consequently, in November 2017 I have asked the Eparchial Pastoral Council to facilitate another 

STEWARDSHIP FORUM for all parish councils across the Eparchy to participate in. The theme, “Do 

You Love Me? …. Tend My Sheep – Caring for Whom and What God Has Given Us.” will focus our 

attention on how all of us are called to be better stewards. Guidelines will be discussed on how to be 

responsible stewards so that unnecessary risk to injury is reduced and efforts to fund future programs and 

ministry for our future generations are safeguarded. Everyone is responsible in some way for sanctifying, 

teaching and administrating. 

 

 

Annual Eparchial Appeal 

The 2014 Sobor Document has recommendations for addressing the spiritual needs of our faithful in the 

Eparchy. Funding for the improvement of programs and services provided by eparchial ministries has 

become a reality through your generosity and the Annual Eparchial Appeal. The Eparchial ministries, 

including the Family and Life Office, the Religious Education Centre, the Youth Ministry and the 

Communications Office have provided for the needs to faithful in all the corners of the eparchy.  

 

While this effort is dedicated to ministry and programs, unfortunately we are still very dependent on 

Catholic Missions In Canada and other sources to assist with meeting the financial demands and 

recommendations as outlined in the 2014 Sobor Document. That is why the idea of establishing an 

Eparchial Foundation (actually contemplated over 10 years ago by the Financial Council) was revisited so 

that the assets of the eparchy were made available to as many parishioners as possible.  

 

An Eparchial Foundation  

Like other similar trust funds, the idea is to grow a principle investment and with time, this investment 

will provide interest that can be disbursed for specific financial requests.  As an example, it makes sense 

to grow a fruit tree that provides for the future rather than always purchasing fruit. In the case of the 

eparchy, the interest from the Eparchial Foundation would be available to fund requests that fall under the 

2014 Sobor Document recommendations. This assistance would reach members of the eparchy regardless 

of where they live in Saskatchewan.  

 

Sheptytsky Institute 

We have to be grateful to those before us who had the insight of establishing a facility as a student 

residence. It was well used by members of the eparchy over several decades, many of whom are today’s 

leaders in our Ukrainian community. However, for the last 10 years or more, the trend has been for the 

faithful to invest in a residence privately, allowing their children/students a place to live while studying. 

Then, later, it serves as a place for the parents to retire in Saskatoon.  The Eparchy has voted with their 

feet. Meanwhile our energies with the Institute have been making affordable residency of foreign students 

when that is clearly not a SOBOR priority.  

 

Renovations of Sheps for continued use, even as a student residence, was imminent. Other purposes of 

the building were investigated but did not fit the SOBOR directives. It became clear that the best way the 

asset of Sheps could be made available to the greatest number of members of the eparchy was selling it 

and creating an Eparchial Foundation. Consequently, Sheptytsky Institute located on the corner of 

College Drive and Wiggins Avenue in Saskatoon is set to be sold (possession date of May 1, 2017) for 

the amount of $2, 275,000 (before commissions and legal fees were deducted). The proceeds of this sale 

(after deductions) are going to serve as a major contribution to the Eparchial Foundation. The 

management of the foundation will be entrusted to BBESSI since it has as it members the faithful of the 

eparchy.  
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We are positioning the assets of the eparchy so that they are available to as many members of the eparchy 

as possible over future decades. Disbursements from the Foundation are to be guided by the 

recommendations of the SOBOR and approval of the financial council.  This is the best way to have all 

the ‘stakeholders’ participate in deciding how disbursements of the interest of the Foundation are made. It 

is about good stewardship.   

 

UCREC & AGEMI Office at Chancery 

As a result of the sale of Sheptytsky Institute building on the corner of College Drive and Wiggins Ave. 

the Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre (UCREC) is moving to the Chancery office location 

of 214 Ave M South in Saskatoon. The management office of the Archangel Gabriel Eparchial Ministries 

Inc. (AGEMI) is also moving its office to the Chancery building. They will continue their work of 

managing the assets of the Eparchy.  

 

 

Eparchial Space At St. Volodymyr’s Villa  

In an effort to be more available among the people in the Eparchy, Bishop Bryan is moving out of his 

current residence at 425 Pinehouse Drive at Gennesee Square that is owned by the Eparchy.  He has 

asked for Eparchial space at St. Volodymyr’s Villa where he will have an opportunity to be among others 

as well as have some working area. St. Volodymyr’s Villa has made space available in a two-bedroom 

suite since there is not extra space in that building. Another reason for this change is that these 

arrangements will, in the end, be less expensive for the Eparchy than his current arrangements. Other than 

the usual reclamation procedure for tenancy changes, there were no suite modifications and therefore 

no special cost to the Eparchy. With the hope of being more available in the southern part of the Eparchy, 

efforts are under consideration for the bishop spending more time in Regina in a similar fashion. His main 

office remains at the chancery where all mail is directed.  

 

Willowgrove Property 

Approximately 12 years ago Bishop Michael Wiwchar, CSsR was able to obtain a piece of land in 

Saskatoon with the hope of establishing a new parish. Once I took office, the direction offered by the 

2004 Sobor document recommendations suggested we investigate this possibility of building a church. 

An eparchy-wide effort to solicit the opinion of the members of the Eparchy about how to use this 

property in the best interests of the Eparchy was undertaken. The response was not favorable regarding 

establishing new parish. The following years of investigations of how to use the property for the Eparchy 

as a seniors residence or green space for gardens or even as a worship/day care space likewise 

encountered several obstacles.  

 

In light of establishing an Eparchial Fund, the sale of the Willowgrove property is not beyond possible 

consideration. It would also add to the interest monies available to the widest number of members of the 

Eparchy to carry out recommendations of the Sobor 2014 Document.  

 

We continue to strive to be better stewards of all the people and all the material gifts God has given us.  

Be sure to make yourself available to attend the November 2017 (17th -18th ?) STEWARDSHIP FORUM 

where we can hear God’s voice spoken to us through one another on how to be better stewards of all 

people and material gifts God has given us. 

 

In Christ,  

 

 

Bishop Bryan Bayda, CSsR  

Eparch of Saskatoon Eparchy 


