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“The future of the world passes through the family”  
St. John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, 79 
 

Becoming Witnesses of the Living Christ          Part I: The Power 

of God’s Love 

Often when those we love take positions that we do not agree with we respond with 

disappointment at their choices and perspectives.  Sometimes we combine this with advice 

that is generally not well received. Often we do this without ever really listening to their 

reasons. Sometimes we say nothing, not wanting to argue.  We are often completely 

frustrated and feel it is no use; there is nothing we can do. So what is the answer?  

The key to our relationships with those we love is honesty.  Honesty with ourselves about who 

we are and where we are at is always a good place to start.  We cannot control the choices of 

others, so it is often best to start with ourselves. What is our relationship to God?  Is it a 

close intimate relationship that profoundly changes us and affects every aspect of our lives or 

is it somewhat distant—limited to Church on Sunday? Is even that short time together formal 

and somewhat uncomfortable?  Do we honestly talk to God?  Do we listen? Do we follow Him 

with all our heart?  

Once we can be honest with ourselves about how we can grow in our relationship with God, we are 

ready to be honest with those we love.  Pope Francis challenges us: “The questions I would put to 

parents are these: ‘Do we seek to understand ‘where’ our children really are in their journey?   

Where is their soul, do we really know? And above all, do we want to know?’”  

Amoris Laetitia, 261    

 

Many of us are afraid to ask our kids these questions because we are afraid of the answer. When 

we feel this way we need to remind ourselves of the power of God and His desire to pour out His 

grace and healing on both our children and us. Sometimes we believe in the love of God but 

forget the incredible power of that Love, which is not just a feeling but is rather the most 

powerful force in the universe.  

Many parents are concerned about their children and other family 

member who have either left the Church or do not practice their 

faith.  This is the first of a series of articles addressing this challenging 

issue that almost every family deals with. There is hope and there are 

practical things we can do to make a difference in the lives of those we 

love.  Deborah Larmour, Family and Life Office 



We just came out of the Easter Season, which teaches us that 

the power (love) of God can bring the dead back to life. At 

Pentecost the powerful love of God gave birth to the Church 

by giving courage and wisdom to the fearful and weak 

disciples. The powerful love of God turns bread and wine into 

the Body and Blood of Christ, and then Christ offers himself 

to be united with us, our body and blood, changing our hearts 

and transforming us into the men and women we were created 

to be—WOW!  We just celebrated that in the Feast of the 

Eucharist. The list of feasts goes on— be assured that as God 

gave John the Baptist or Sts. Peter and Paul the courage to 

live fearlessly and proclaim the beauty of truth, He wants to 

give you that courage as well.  

 

This is personal! Where do we start? 

 

1. Start at the next (or even this) Divine Liturgy.  When Fr. says “Let us commend 

ourselves, each other and our whole life to Christ our God.” Make your response of “To 

you O Lord” the prayer of your heart.  Take note every time you say this in every Divine 

Liturgy. Think specifically about your life and the lives of those you love—name those you 

are praying for. 

  

2. Don’t stop there. Every day, commend (that just means “to entrust”) yourself, all your 

relationships, and your whole life—everything you do, to Christ, our God. Entrust your 

loved ones by name whenever you pray, while you work or when you are giving thanks 

before meals.  

 

3. As you entrust your adult children, and other loved ones to Christ, remember that God 

doesn’t just want them to go through the motions – He wants their hearts.  If they are 

not going to Church, if they are not living a Christian life, let go of worrying about that 

and pray for the conversion of their hearts—the rest will follow.  Understand that God 

gives them (and us) freedom so that we have the power to choose to respond to the love 

of God.  

 

4. Work at living your own faith with joy and unwavering commitment.  Attend Divine Liturgy 

more often, participate actively, join a Bible Study, or consider joining the Lay Formation 

program.   ☺ DPL  


