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Forum on Stewardship

As our Eparchy of Saskatoon matures, we, The Faithful, must take seriously our vocations to Sanctify, Catechize
and Administrate. Everyone, and all that God has given us calls out for our response.

Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, states the following about being Missionary and
Vibrant Parishes:

27. I dream of a "missionary option", that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the
Church's customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be *ituUty chaineled for the
evangelization of today's world rather than for her self-preservation....... As John Paul II once said to the Bishops of
Oceania: "All renewal in the Church must have mission as its goal if it is not to fall prey to a kind of ecclesial
introversiono'. [25
28' The parish is not an outdated institution; precisely because it possesses great flexibility, it can assume quite different
contours depending on the openness and missionary creativity of the pastor and the community. While certainly not the
only institution which evangelizes, if the parish proves capable of self-renewal and constant adaptivity, it coniinues to
be "the Church living in the midst of the homes of her sons and daughters".l26l This presumes that it really is in
contact with the homes and the lives of its people, and does not become a useless structure out of touch with people
or a self-absorbed group made up of a chosen few. The parish is the presence of the Church in a given territory, an
environment for hearing God's word, for growth in the Christian life, for dialogue, proclamation, charitable
outreach, worship and celebration.l2Tl In all its activities the parish encourages ind irains its members to be
evangelizers.l2Sl(Pope Francis, Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (2014), 27 & 25.)

Patriarch Sviatoslav echoes the same in his Pastoral Letter of 2011 about Vibrant parishes.

]he parish is the place where Christian holiness most often germinates, grows, and matures. For this reason the Synod of
Bishops of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in2011, in its concern for the spiritual renewal of our entire bhurch,
focused its particular attention on the parish, that foundational portion of the People of God, which strives for holiness
under the guidance of its bishop as father and teacher of the faith. The program, which the Holy Synod approved, is called,
"The Vibrant Parish - a place to encounter the living Christ." The goal of this pastoral program is to help utt t1" Aitnn t of
our Church to Iearn "to live in order to please God" (l Th 4:l), and thus to grow in holiness and unity in Christ Jesus.
(Pastoral Letter of His Beatitude sviqtoslav Given in Kyiv, December 2, 20il)

Likewise, Metropolitan Archbishop Lawrence outlined important elements about the identity of a parish in his
January 28,2016letterto the faithful of one of our parishes in the Eparchy of Saskatoon:

A parish, including the church building, the organizations, the activities and events exist for the primary purpose to assist
the parishioners - as individuals and as a group - to aarry out their Christian life which began with their baptism. As
baptized Christians we are called to follow the example of Jesus in renewing the world and all who live in it, including
ourselves. Jesus calls on us to do this in three ways or ministries.

1) There is the prophetic ministry by which, like Jesus the Teacher, we teach others the Word of God and learn it
ourselves, through the study of Sacred Scripture and the teaching of catechetics. This starts with the young and continues
on into our senior years.

2) There is the sanctifling ministry by which, like Jesus the High Priest, we make the people and the things of this world
holier every day, especially through our prayer life and the Sacramental Mysteries.

3) There is the goveming ministry by which, like the Good Shepherd, we take care of the material needs of the people of
God, to ensure that they have among other things roofs over their heads, food to eat and places in which to pray.



Some parish church buildings are valued for their historic and architectural importance. Some parish communities are
popular for their social and community activities. But being a museuln attraction or a popular meeting place does not
ensure the viability of a parish as a gathering of the baptized faithful. Rather, every parish must review on a regular basis
just how it carries out the three ministries of Jesus Christ, in order to evaluate its ;trength and viability as a'Ukrainian
Catholic Parish. If a parish declines in any of these three ministries, then it must deal t"itt'r tt're difficult question of its
continued existence within the Eparchy of which it is part."

Good Stewardship presses us to respect and care for everyone, and all that God has given us in the Eparchy and
beyond. Stewardship means we have to take seriously everyone's need for the sacraments, for catechesis and the
manner in which we administrate our missions, parishes, Districts and Deaneries is vitally important.

Over the next 15 yeal'se we must plan where everyone will worship and receive catechesis. Everyone! Our plan
will make our administrative challenges clearer. Consequently, in the spirit of what our Holy Father, our patriarch
and our Metropolitan have said above, I have asked the clergy of the Eparchy to determine, with their faithful, their
best projections of what we need to do to be missionary disciples.

Who will have the confidence to be missionary, especially to their children and/or grandchildren, if they
themselves do not worship or receive catechesis several times a month? The missioniry discipleship of every age
group in our Eparchy is essential. Understanding what worship is and having places foi worship is essential.
Frequent catechesis for all ages is essential. God has given us what is needed to be missionary disciples. Let us
respond to his call.

The Forum where we will tregin discussing this responsibility of stewardship through sanctification, catechesis
and administration will take place this November 18,2017. Every mission, parish und dirtri.t and epaichial
organization needs to be represented and heard so we are planning to welcome at least two representatives from each.

The Mother of God wants us to reach out and be missionary disciples when she says:

Know, know for sllre lny dearest and youngest son, that I am truly the ever perfect Holy Virgin Mary, who has the lionor
to be the Mother of the one true Cod for whom we all live, the Creator of people, the Lord of all around us and of what is
close to us' the Lord of Heaven, the Lord of Earth. "l want very rnuch thui th"y builcl rny sacred little house here, in
wltich I will show Hirn, I will exalt Hitn upon making Him nranifest, I will givi Hirn to ill people in all my personal
love, Him that is my colnpassionate gaze, Hirn that is rny help, Hiur that is rny salvation. (iican Mopoiua,25-2g
chronicles of the Encounter between San Juan Diego and our Lady of Guadalupe.)

Be the temple the Mother of God asks for. Build the church she asks of us. We can learn from each other about our
best practices. Therefore, we can prepare one another to be better evangelizers. Our children and neighbours are
counting on us. God is with us. Live for Himl

In Christ.
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