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TRANSPARENT AND IN YOUR FIELD OF VISSION #3 
By Fr. Ivan Nahachewsky 
 
Glory be to Jesus Christ! 
My week was beautifully full. Debbie and I were in Ottawa for a holiday last week to see the 
kids and grandkids. We always stay at the Seminary when we visit. We connected with our 
Seminarians, Ivan and Matthew to discuss how the “move to Edmonton” will affect them. I flew 
back to Winnipeg and drove to St. Michael’s Camp for the Friday night Winter Camp activities of 
Presanctified Liturgy with Fr. Warren and camp fire. On Saturday, I skied the Loppet at Duck 
Mountain completing 20kms with a 35 pound backpack before driving home. 
 
After a quick sleep, I picked up Bishop 
Michael Bubniy and toured him to 
Wynyard, Kuroki and Yorkton. Bishop 
Bubniy is from the Exarchate of Odessa 
and he is also the Administrator of our 
churches in Crimea. Bishop Bubniy 
explained the impact of the war on his 
people. He spoke Ukrainian and I did my 
best to translate for him into English. On 
Monday morning, I wrote an on-line 
Canon Law exam for the course that I am 
studying at St. Paul’s University. In the afternoon, I was a guest at the Yorkton District meeting 
that Fr. Bohdan Lukie organized. He is a very pastoral priest and his people have a realistic view 
of their future and of the things they need to address and act upon. They are good at attending 
each other’s churches. A very strong awareness of the lack of priests is present in this 
Redemptorist area; as you may remember, this year we lost Fr. Boris Kyba(+) as well as Fr. Peter 
Pidskalny(+). Upon arriving to Saskatoon, we had a late supper with the Srs. of St. Joseph as 
Bishop Bubniy’s niece is one of the Nuns there. On Tuesday morning, he left for Ottawa 
interviews and then back to Odessa. 
Ok – here are some of the points he was sharing with the church communities that we met 
with. 

• The war in Ukraine rages on even though the western media does not mention it. 

• Soldiers die every day in battle and each day more are wounded. 

• In the 5 years of war over 10,000 soldiers have been killed. 

• There are 1000s taken captive. 

• There are over 2,000,000 refugees who had to find new homes. 

• He was appointed bishop of Odessa and Administrator of Crimea only 7 days before the 
tanks rolled into Crimea and the Russian troops occupied all the military sites and 
government buildings.  

• He told of the humanitarian aid that is being offered by many, including the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church. 
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• Under his direction there are 44 priests, including 3 in Crimea. There are Nuns from 4 
different communities that are helping to Evangelize the territory.  

• In Crimea the Russian occupying force required the reregistration of all churches. Some 
churches were not allowed to exist, but ours was permitted only after we removed the 
word Ukrainian from the name. In Crimea our church is now called the Catholic Church 
of the Byzantine Rite. 

• In Crimea the Russian occupying force requires everyone who works there to have 
Russian citizenship and a Russian work permit. Since Bishop Bubniy has neither of those 
he cannot officially visit his own faithful. 

• The people are gathering and organizing and creating communities of faith. The clergy 
and religious need homes and the faithful need churches. 

• He reflected, how ironic it is, that in Saskatchewan we have many church buildings with 
few people and in His territory, they have many people with few church buildings.  

• Much of their support comes from outside Ukraine, especially Germany and he thanked 
us as Canadians, for our contributions and he asked for our continued solidarity.  

Just me, Fr. Ivan 
 
PS One of his priests, Fr. Mykola Slobodian, a friend of mine from the Vibrant Parish 
coordinators meetings, is trying to learn English so we were brainstorming how Saskatoon 
Eparchy might be able to help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


