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CHRIST IS BORN!
GLORIFY HIM!

February 4, 2018
Meatfare Sunday p 39 tone 2

 Epistle 1Corinthians 8.8-9.2     Gospel Matthew 25:31-46 

ХРИСТОС РАЖДАЄТЬСЯ !
СЛАВІМ ЙОГО

Opening Hymn We are gathered pg 3 (2 verses)
Closing Hymn: In our midst pg 15 (2 verses)

EVENTS & THINGS

ThoughT du Jour
Dear Revenue Canada: I haven’t been able to sleep since 
cheating on my income tax. I’m enclosing a cheque for $500. 
If still unable to sleep, will mail you the balance.

Please notify Fr. Yurij when someone is sick or hospi- 
talized in order that these people be visited in a timely 

manner.

PRAY THE ROSARY DAILY

Please be mindful in your 
prayers of Anne Sahaidak, Glo-
ria Leniuk, Bronie Huska, Fr. 
Yurij and of all who are in the 
need of the gift of health

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Annual Banquet

Thursday, April 27

SUN  Feb 4  1:30 p.m. LITURGY in Moose Jaw
MON Feb 5  NO LITURGY
TUES Feb 6  NO LITURGY
WED     Feb 7  NO LITURGY
THURS Feb 8  NO LITURGY 
FRI Feb 9  NO LITURGY
SAT Feb 10  4:00 P.M. LITURGY
SUN  Feb 11   NO LITURGY                                                                                                               
  

Liturgy schedule
Feb. 4 1:30 p.m.
Feb. 10 4 p.m.
Feb. 24 4 p.m.

NO LITURGY  in our parish  
on  FEB 18. Please fulfill your 

obligation at St. Joseph’s or 
COOL

Moose Jaw Right to Life
Mar 16 Annual Banquet
May 4,5 Garage, bake & 

plant sale

PRAYER 
INTENTION FOR FEB-

RUARY 2018
Say “No” to Corruption

That those who have ma-
terial, political or spiritual 
power may resist any lure  

of  corruption

Today after Liturgy we will 
bless candles. You are wel-

come to take one

District meeting on Sat-
urday, Feb. 10, 2 p.m. in 

Moose Jaw 

LENT 2018
Lent begins on Monday 
February 12. This day is 
designated as strict fast 
- no meat, eggs or dairy 
products if cirumstances 

allow. There are a number 
of exceptions to this rule.  

Easter is on April 1  

World Day of Prayer
Friday March 2 
2 p.m. at COOL

Today’s Gospel reading is Matthew 25:31-46, the parable of 
the Last Judgment. It reminds us that while trusting in Christ’s 
love and mercy, we must not forget His righteous judgment 
when He comes again in glory. If our hearts remain hardened 
and unrepentant, we should not expect the Lord to overlook our 
transgressions simply because He is a good and loving God. 
Although He does not desire the death of a sinner, He also ex-
pects us to turn from our wickedness and live (Ezek. 33:11). 
This same idea is expressed in the prayer read by the priest after 
the penitent has confessed his or her sins.
The time for repentance and forgiveness is now, in the present 
life. At the Second Coming, Christ will appear as the righteous 
Judge, Who will render to every man according to his deeds” 
(Rom. 2:6). Then the time for entreating God’s mercy and for-
giveness will have passed.
in is the absence of love, it is separation and isolation. When 
Christ comes to judge the world, His criterion for judgment will 
be love. Christian love entails seeing Christ in other people, 
our family, our friends, and everyone else we may encounter in 
our lives. We shall be judged on whether we have loved, or not 
loved, our neighbor. We show Christian love when we feed the 
hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the naked, visit those 
who are sick or in prison. If we did such things for the least of 
Christ’s brethren, then we also did them for Christ (Mt.25:40). 
If we did not do such things for the least of the brethren, neither 
did we do them for Christ (Mt.25:45).
Today is the last day for eating meat and meat products until 
Pascha, though eggs and dairy products are permitted every day 
during the coming week. This limited fasting prepares us gradu-
ally for the more intense fasting of Great Lent.

The Gospel on Presentation introduces us to different people 
and events that in themselves provide numerous lessons and 
themes for further reflection. First of all, Mary and Joseph 
respect the Mosaic Law by offering the sacrifice prescribed 



BISHOP BUDKA EPARCHIAL STEWARD-
SHIP SOCIETY INC (BBESSI)

The Board of Directors of the Bishop Budka 
Eparchial Stewardship Society Inc. invites ap-

plications for an Executive Director. 

 We are seeking a highly motivated and ethi-
cal professional who will lead our organization 

in generating funds to achieve stewardship 
and fundraising goals of the Eparchy of Sas-

katoon.

 Please visit our website at www.bbessi.org to 
view the detailed job profile and more informa-

tion about how to apply for this position.

for the poor: a pair of turtledoves or two young pi-
geons.
Simeon and Anna were two venerable elderly 
people dedicated to prayer and fasting and so their 
strong religious spirit rendered them able to rec-
ognize the Messiah. In the figure of the venerable 
Simeon, Jesus’ presentation in the temple, also 
reminds us that prayer and contemplation are not 
just a waste of time or an obstacle to charity. On 
the contrary, time could not be better spent than in 
prayer as true Christian charity is a consequence of 
a solid interior life. Only those who pray and of-
fer penance, like Simeon and Anna, are open to the 
breath of the Spirit. 
At the end of the Gospel Simeon’s prophecy of 
Mary’s sufferings is emphasized. St. Pope John 
Paul II taught that, ‘Simeon’s words seem like a sec-
ond Annunciation to Mary, for they tell her of the 
actual historical situation in which the Son is to ac-
complish his mission, namely, in misunderstanding 
and sorrow. . The archangel’s announcement was a 
fount of incredible joy because it pertained to Jesus’ 
messianic royalty and the supernatural character of 
His virginal conception. The announcement of the 
elderly in the temple instead spoke of the Lord’s 
work of redemption that He would complete asso-
ciating Himself through suffering to His Mother. 
Therefore, there is a strong Marian dimension to 
this feast and so in the Liturgical Calendar of the 
Extraordinary Form it is called the Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. This refers to the other as-
pect of the presentation that consists of the ritual 
purification of Jewish women after they had given 
birth. In Mary’s case this purification was not nec-
essary, but it indicates the renewal of her total of-
fering of herself to God for the accomplishment of 
His Divine Plan.
Simeon’s prophecy also announces that Christ will 
be ‘a sign of contradiction’. 
The feast was first observed in the Eastern Church 
as “The Encounter.” “In obedience to the Old Law, 
the Lord Jesus, the first-born, was presented in the 
Temple by his Blessed Mother and his foster father. 
This is another ‘epiphany’ celebration insofar as the 
Christ Child is revealed as the Messiah through the 
canticle and words of Simeon and the testimony of 
Anna the prophetess. Christ is the light of the na-
tions, hence the blessing and procession of candles 
on this day. In the Middle Ages this feast of the Pu-
rification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, was of great 
importanc.

Prodigal Son - conclusion
Think not that God always keeps the best wine to 

the last; He gives us some of the richest dain-
ties of His table the first moment we sit there. I 

recollect the joy that I had when first I believed in 
Jesus; and, even now, in looking back upon it, the 
memory of it is as fresh as if it were but yesterday. 
Oh, I could not have believed that a mortal could 

be so happy after having been so long burdened, and so terribly cast down! I did 
but look to Jesus on the cross, and the crushing load was immediately gone; and 

the heart which could only sigh and cry by reason of its burden, began to leap and 
dance and sing for joy. I had found in Christ all that I wanted, and rested in the love 

of God at once. So may it be with you also, if you will but return to God through 
Christ. It shall be said of you as of this prodigal, “The father saw him, and ran, and 

fell on his neck, and kissed him in much love.”
II. Secondly, this much kissing meant MUCH FORGIVENESS. The prodigal had 

many sins to confess; but before he came to the details of them, his father had 
forgiven him. I love confession of sin after forgiveness. Some suppose that after 

we are forgiven we are never to confess; but, oh, beloved, it is then that we confess 
most truly, because we know the guilt of sin most really!

To think that Christ should have washed me from my sins in His own blood, makes 
me feel my sin the more keenly, and confess it the more humbly before God. The 
picture of this prodigal is marvelously true to the experience of those who return 
to God. His father kissed him with the kiss of forgiveness; and yet, after that, the 

young man went on to say, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” Do not hesitate, then, to acknowledge 

your sin to God, even though you know that in Christ it is all put away.
From this point of view, those kisses meant, first, “Your sin is all gone, and will 
never be mentioned any more. Come to my heart, my son! Thou hast grieved me 
sore, and angered me; but, as a thick cloud, I have blotted out thy transgressions, 

and as a cloud thy sins.”
As the father looked upon him, and kissed him much, there probably came another 
kiss, which seemed to say, “There is no soreness left: I have not only forgiven, but I 
have forgotten too. It is all gone, clean gone. I will never accuse you of it any more. 
I will never love you any the less. I will never treat you as though you were still an 
unworthy and untrustworthy person.” Probably at that there came another kiss; for 
do not forget that his father forgave him “and kissed him much,” to show that the sin 
was all forgiven.
There stood the prodigal, overwhelmed by his father’s goodness, yet remembering 
his past life. As he looked on himself, and thought, “I have these old rags on still, 
and I have just come from feeding the swine,” I can imagine that his father would 
give him another kiss, as much as to say, “My boy, I do not recollect the past; I am 
so glad to see you that I do not see any filth on you, or any rags on you either. I am 
so delighted to have you with me once more that, as I would pick up a diamond out 
of the mire, and be glad to get the diamond again, so do I pick you up, you are so 
precious to me.” This is the gracious and glorious way in which God treats those who 
return to Him. As for their sin, He has put it away so that He will not remember it. He 
forgives like a God. Well may we adore and magnify 

“Well,” says one, “can such a wonderful change ever take place with me?” By the 
grace of God it may be experienced by every man who is willing to return to God. I 
pray God that it may happen now, and that you may get such assurance of it from the 
Word of God, by the power of His Holy Spirit, and from a sight of the precious blood 
of Christ shed for your redemption, that you may be able to say, “I understand it now; 
I see how He kisses all my sin away; and when it rises, He kisses it away again; and 
when I think of it with shame, He gives me another kiss; and when I blush all over at 
the remembrance of my evil deeds, he kisses me again and again, to assure me that I 
am fully and freely forgiven.” Thus the many kisses from the prodigal’s father com-
bined to make his wayward son feel that his sin was indeed all gone. They revealed 
much love and much forgiveness.

During Lent we will have Stations of the Cross and Sorokousty on 
Fridays at 7 p.m.

Sorokousty
Booklets are set out on the back pew. Please update as necessary. Stipend 

is $10


