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   ABOUT 
What is Unity?

Unity is a national gathering of Ukrainian 
Catholic young adults (18 to 35 years old) 
to further understand, embrace and celebrate 
the Ukrainian Catholic faith through prayer, 
education and fellowship. Unity promotes 
and strengthens Christian religious life and social 
outreach through faith-based activities and 
workshops. Unity has been held across Canada 
since 1996, with hundreds of young adults from 
across the country being enriched by the 
experience. This meaningful weekend offers 
spiritual guidance, community service and 
opportunities to deepen one’s faith through 
catechetical enrichment. 

The Unity 2020 Committee through the Ukrainian 
Catholic Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada 
will be hosting Unity 2020 from Friday, July 31 to 
Monday, August 3, 2020 in Toronto, Ontario at 
Victoria University in the University of Toronto.

THEME
What is the Theme of Unity 2020?

The theme for Unity 2020 will be Stillness in Chaos. 
The goal is to arm young adults with the 
tools needed to deepen their faith amidst 
the turbulence of modern life. As society 
becomes more reliant on technology 
and instant gratification, we believe in the 
importance of centering one’s life around 
Jesus and His teachings. Unity 2020 provides 
the opportunity to show young adults the 
importance of building a faith community 
around themselves and being a part of a vibrant 
church where they are free to be children of God. 

Too often today, it is seen as uncool to 
be Catholic/Christian and our organizing 
committee is dedicated to engaging young 
leaders across the country, and to facilitating 
open dialogue about what it means to be a 
Catholic/Christian in today's society. We hope 
to enable our participants to become stewards 
of God's Word in their lives and leaders in their 
communities.  



SPEAKERS

Rev. Dr. Andrew P.W. Bennett  - Keynote Speaker

The Rev. Dr. Andrew P.W. Bennett is an ordained 
deacon in the Ukrainian Greek-Catholic Church in the 
Eparchy of Toronto and Eastern Canada. He was born 
and raised in Toronto and has lived for most of his life 
in the eparchy. He currently serves as deacon at St. 
John the Baptist Shrine in Ottawa.

Fr. Deacon Andrew served as Canada's first

Bennett

Sub-deacon Goldman has a fascinating story to tell about his journey into the 
Catholic Church. He was raised in a traditional Jewish family in Toronto, and when he 
was a teenager his family moved to Israel where he lived for seven years. He attended a 
religious high-school in Jerusalem, and then spent three years in a combat unit of the 
Israeli army. The violence he witnessed while serving in the West-Bank caused him a 
crisis of faith, so, upon completion of his military service, he left Israel, and turned his 
back on God and Judaism. Because of the psychological and spiritual suffering he was 
going through he spent several years exploring psychotherapy, Buddhism and the 
shamanic traditions of Africa and North America.

He went on to obtain a B.A. in philosophy at the University of Toronto and then got 
married and raised a family. It was when his beloved son Kai was diagnosed with a 
serious illness at the age of 5, that Shawn started talking to God again. After several 
encounters with Christ, Shawn decided to convert to Catholicism, and was baptised into 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 2011. He was later ordained a sub-deacon by his 
Eminence Bishop Stephen Chmilar in 2017. He has led two pilgrimages to the Holy 
Land, and also teaches a theology class at his parish. Shawn has a Master's degree 
education, and works as an elementary school teacher in the Toronto 
Board. 

Ambassador for Religious Freedom and Head of the Office of Religious Freedom from 
2013 to 2016 during which time he led in defending and championing religious freedom 
internationally as a core element of Canada's foreign policy. 

He currently serves as the Director of the Cardus Religious Freedom Institute in Ottawa,
through which Fr. Deacon Andrew works to promote religious freedom and the 
importance of public faith to our common life in Canada. In conjunction with his work at 
Cardus, Fr. Deacon Andrew is Director of the North America Action Team and Senior 
Fellow at the Religious Freedom Institute (RFI) in Washington, DC. 

Fr. Deacon Andrew holds a Ph.D. in Politics (2002) from the University of Edinburgh as 
well as degrees in history from McGill and Dalhousie universities. When not praying, 
studying, or advocating, Fr. Deacon Andrew can be found with his fly rod in a stream, 
listening to bluegrass or Bach, or reading the Church Fathers.

Sub-deacon Shawn Goldman - Featured Speaker 

Sub-deacon Shawn Goldman has a fascinating story 
to tell about his journey into the Catholic Church. He 
was raised in a traditional Jewish family in Toronto, 
and when he was a teenager his family moved to Israel 
where he lived for seven years. He attended a religious 
high-school in Jerusalem, and then spent three years 
in a combat unit of the Israeli army. The violence he 

witnessed while serving in the West-Bank caused him a crisis of faith, so, upon 
completion of his military service, he left Israel, and turned his back on God and 
Judaism. Because of the psychological and spiritual suffering he was going through 
he spent several years exploring various religions.

He went on to obtain a B.A. in philosophy at the University of Toronto and then got 
married and raised a family. It was when his beloved son Kai was diagnosed with a 
serious illness at the age of 5, that Shawn started talking to God again. After several 
encounters with Christ, Shawn decided to convert to Catholicism, and was baptised into 
the Ukrainian Catholic Church in 2011. He was later ordained a sub-deacon in 
2017. Shawn has a Master's degree in education, and works as an elementary school 
teacher in the Toronto District School Board.



MAIN LOCATION AND ACCOMMODATIONS

Main Locations and Accommodations

Unity 2020 will be taking place in downtown Toronto at Victoria 
University in the University of Toronto. Participants will also visit Saint Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Church and Saint Elias the Prophet Ukrainian Catholic Church. 
Unity 2020 will begin at 3:00 pm on Friday, July 31, 2020 and will end at 1:00 pm on 
Monday, August 3, 2020. 

Regarding accommodations participants will be in either single or double rooms. When 
registering please indicate the name of the individual you wish to room with. 
The Unity 2020 Committee will try their best to accommodate your room request, 
however room requests are not guaranteed. 

The organizing committee determined that downtown Toronto is the best place to host 
Unity 2020 as it showcases that inner stillness developed through faith can 
be created within the rush of the busiest city in Canada.

About the University of Toronto (U of T) 

The University of Toronto is Canada’s top ranked University and 
ranked 19th globally according to Times Higher Education world 
reputation ranking. It is home to the Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Studies in the University of 
St. Michael’s College and Victoria University, where the majority 
of Unity will take place.

Saint Elias the Prophet Ukrainian Catholic Church

Saint Elias the Prophet Ukrainian Catholic Church was established in 
1976 by Fr. Roman Galadza. Saint Elias is located in Brampton, just 
outside of Toronto. The Church is most well known for 
being created out of wood. In 2014, a tragic fire destroyed the 
original wood church and in 2016 the Church was rebuilt using 
most of the original blue print with the majority of the 
original types of materials. 

Saint Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church

St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church is most well-known for its 
beautiful iconography in accordance with the traditions of the 
Byzantine Church. The Church was showcased in the movie My Big 
Fat Greek Wedding. St. Nicholas Church is located in the 
Bellwoods Community of Toronto beside the famous 
Trinity Bellwoods Park.



The Unity 2020 Committee is pleased to offer a post-tour of Toronto after the 
formal Unity 2020 programming has ended. The post-tour will take place from Monday, 
August 3, 2020 to Thursday, August 6, 2020.

The cost of the Post-Tour is $600.00 with accommodations and $250.00 
without. Both options include entrance fees to attractions, programming, 
and transportation. Attractions and programming include, but are not limited to: CN 
Tower, Niagara Falls, Ripley's Aquarium of Canada, City Hall, Eaton Centre, and 
Kensington Market. 

To register for the Unity 2020 Post-Tour, register at the following link: https://
www.eventbrite.ca/e/unity-2020-stillness-in-chaos-tickets-65942344327

To complete the registration process you will be required to pay in full at the time of 
registration. 

COST AND REGISTRATION 

The cost of Unity 2020 is $400.00. The cost includes all Unity programming, 
accommodations, food and beverages, transportation during Unity, and a banquet. To 
register for Unity 2020, register at the following link: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/
unity-2020-stillness-in-chaos-tickets-65942344327

To complete the registration process you will be required to pay in full at the time of 
registration through the Eventbrite registration link above.

Registration will open September 1, 2019. The final date to register is May 18, 2020. 
Space is limited for Unity 2020, therefore ensure that you register early! 

Once you arrive at Unity 2020 on Friday, July 31, 2020 you will be required at that time 
to sign regulation, waiver and photo release forms. During Unity 2020 all participants 
are required to follow the regulations set out by the University of Toronto and the Unity 
2020 Committee. 

POST TOUR 



Once registered you will receive an email with further information and confirmation of 
your registration. 

The Unity 2020 Committee can be contacted by email at unitytoronto2020@gmail.com.

In addition, check-out our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
UnityToronto2020/ and Instagram page Unity_20_20 for further updates and 
news of Unity 2020. 

On behalf of the Unity 2020 Committee we look forward to 
hosting you and growing with you in faith and fellowship!

CONTACT US

"Unity is truly a life changing experience! It is an opportunity to grow in faithexpe
and community with fellow young adults." 

-Larissa Samborsky, Chair, Unity 2020 Committee

Pictured: Unity 2009 - Ancaster, Ontario 
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