
DIY Easter from Home in quarantine 

Easter preparations and celebration in the Domestic Church on Lazarus Saturday, Palm 

Sunday, Holy Week and Easter 

 

“Pascha” in Hebrew means to pass by, which in the deepest sense is Jesus Christ himself. 

Because the passage from death to life takes place in him. [2, 215] 

Easter is Christ, who is knocking  and asking to enter into our homes today to dwell there, and to 

resurrect our Domestic Church by his resurrection. 

How can we prepare our home and our family for God’s special purpose - for His Resurrection? 

How to celebrate this great event in our Domestic Church? 

Here are some prayerful, catechetical and practical tips ...  

 

Lazarus Saturday  

“I am the Resurrection and the Life”  

 

The Church begins to celebrate the Resurrection, victory over death, on Lazarus Saturday before 

Palm Sunday. By resurrecting Lazarus, Jesus affirms the words “I am the Resurrection and the 

Life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live” (Jn 11:25). Therefore, as we 

enter Holy Week, this Saturday we will reflect together in our homes about Christ's victory over 

sin and death through His Passion and the Cross. [2, 221] 

 

- Say morning prayer together, light a candle, read John 11, 1-44 about the resurrection of 

Lazarus. If you have small children, tell them about this miracle in your own words. Read 

again and think in a moment of silence over the words of Jn 11:25, “I am the Resurrection 

and the Life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live”. 

- Make the sign of the cross  before meals and at  evening prayer, and say these words of 

Jesus from Jn 11: 25. 

- Offer young children coloring sheets, crafts or any other exciting tasks on Lazarus’ topic that 

you can easily find online; or ask your catechists to email them to you. You may also act out 

a play at home with children. 

- During the day, think about this verse by asking yourself: 

• How has Jesus resurrected in our family, our relationships, throughout our family life? 

•  Did we feel His presence, and when? 

- During evening prayer, read Psalm 124 (123) "If it had not been the Lord who was on our 

side....". Remember the words of Jesus from Jn 11:25, and share your thoughts reflected on 

during the day. 

 

 

 

 



Entrance of the Lord into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) 

 “As man he wept for Lazarus, and as God he resurrected him from the dead. As man he sat upon 

the donkey, and as to God they cried out to him: “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 

Lord””. Ilarion, Metropolitan of Kyiv. 

Just as the people greeted Christ with branches from trees, so Christians also greet Christ with 

“palms of virtue” [2, 222]. 

- If possible, prepare one branch (do not need to be a willow branch) for each family member 

on the eve of Sunday. 

- Prepare for Divine Liturgy in accordance with the recommendations of "What to do during  

the Liturgy online" by Fr. Rostyslav Pendiuk. [3], (See Appendix) 

- If you have branches, place them and blessed water near the icon BEFORE the Divine 

Liturgy begins. You can use the icon of the Entrance of Jesus in Jerusalem if you have one at 

home. 

- After the Liturgy and personal prayer of thanksgiving, if you have no blessed water, perform 

the act of blessing by saying the relevant prayers together. (See Appendix) If you do not have 

a sprinkler (kropylo) at home, you can use a kitchen brush. 

- If you have branches, give them to family members, and invite everyone to think what virtue 

he / she would like to give to Christ - to welcome by this virtue the Lord's entry into your 

home. Say the words together: 

"We welcome you, Jesus Christ, in our house and place to Your feet the virtues that You have 

granted us with in your boundless generosity ... (Say these virtues) ...".  

Put the branches near the icon. Say the prayer for the blessing of branches. (See Appendix) 

Sprinkle the members of the family with the holy water as well. 

- If there are no branches, then do the same, but without branches: choose a virtue, say a 

prayer together, and sprinkle family members with holy water. 

- During the day, tell young children in your own words about the Entry of the Lord into 

Jerusalem and offer cut-outs, coloring pages, or any other tasks on the topic. You can find 

them online, or ask your catechists to email you. You may act out a play of the Entrance of 

the Lord into Jerusalem with your children at home. 

- On this Sunday, think about the virtue you would like to improve on for your family, think 

about how you can practice it on Holy Week. 

- Gather together in the evening and plan Holy Week together: chores, prayers together, make 

decisions on fasting, share your intentions and wishes for this Holy Week. 

- On the evening prayer, read the text of Matthew 26: 6-16 about a repentant woman who 

anointed the Savior with her precious mhyrr. 

- Finish the evening prayer with an excerpt from the Catechism "Christ - our Pascha". [2, 

224], (See Appendix). 

 

 

 



Holy Week 

 “It was not death which accepted life, but Life which accepted death” Augustine of Hippo 

 

- Try to follow the family decisions you discussed and made last night. 

- Pray together with your family and participate in all the necessary services online during 

Holy Week, following the recommendations “What to do during Liturgy online”. [3], (See 

Appendix) 

- Work on the virtue you have chosen to improve for your family during this Holy Week. 

- Make prostrations with the children during common prayers, read and meditate on Gospel 

John 13-21 in small passages; talk to your children about what you've read. 

- Bake paskas together, write Easter eggs, prepare an Easter basket. 

- On Great Thursday, do the foot-washing ceremony, as Jesus did at the Last Supper. Have a 

senior family member wash their feet of all their relatives at home. Do this by saying 

appropriate prayers. (See Appendix) 

- Prepare a place for a symbolic Shroud on Good Friday morning: dark tablecloth, flowers. 

You can use a crucifix instead of the Shroud. Also place the Holy Scripture by the cross. 

- When you listen to the vespers with the placement of the Holy Shroud, make a solemn 

ceremony with the priest during the service and place the cross on the prepared place. 

Aproach to the Shroud as you do every year at your church. 

- On Great Saturday, proceed devoutly to the Shroud and take part in the Vespers with the 

Liturgy of St.Basil the Great.  

 

The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ 

Christ is risen! Indeed He is risen!  

 

- Participate in the Paschal Matins online on Sunday, sing together: Christ is Risen! 

- Before the Divine Liturgy, change the tablecloth to a light one; if you have the icon of the 

Resurrection of the Lord and the Holy Scripture, put them on the table together with the 

crucifixion. Place your Easter basket somewhere near the place of prayer. Let each family 

member approach the prayer table and kiss the cross, the icon, and Holy Scripture. 

- Join the blessing of Artos online. 

- Sprinkle the Easter basket and all your relatives at home with holy water by saying the 

prayers with the priest online, or by reading the prayer for the paska blessing. (See 

Appendix) 

- Embrace and greet each other with the Easter greeting "Christ is risen! Indeed He has 

risen!”. Sing along " Christ is risen from the dead! By death He conquered Death, and to 

those in the graves He granted life." Enjoy your Easter breakfast. 

- Don’t forget to greet your relatives and friends by phoning them or arranging online 

meetings. Rejoice together! Take a walk, chat, joke, play board games, watch a good 

Christian movie. 



- At evening prayer, read Mark 16, sing "Christ is Risen," and embrace one another, say you 

love, and wish them a good night. 

- In the following days continue to live in God's presence, giving the love of Christ to one 

another. 

May the Risen Lord resurrect your family and sit on the throne of your Domestic Church! 

 

Resources: 

1. Holy Scripture 

2. The Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church says “Christ – Our Pascha” 215, 221, 

222, 224, 226. 

3. "What to do during  the Liturgy online" by Fr. Rostyslav 

Pendiukhttps://risu.org.ua/ua/index/all_news/catholics/ugcc/79376/?fbclid=IwAR2uxb26

j6dUelZsHqXlOYEynKJExnT7_4MLW5p-tVnU4Qu22xjpxO68FN0 

Written by Viktoriia Marko, catechist, 

Head of the Youth Commission of the Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon (Canada) 

The editor of the English translation - Olena Simko, youth leader of Saskatoon Eparchy 

 

 


