
 

Deacon  Reverend Father, proclaim the blessing. 

Priest  Blessed is our God, now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. 

People Amen. 

Gory to you, O Lord, glory to you.

Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, everywhere present
and filling all things, treasury of good things, and giver of life:
cone, dwell among us, cleanse us of all stain, and save us, O good
One.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy 
on us. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, /
both now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most  Holy Trinity,  have  mercy on us,  /  Lord,  cleanse  our
sins; / Master, forgive us our transgressions, / Holy One, visit
us and heal our infirmities, / for your name's sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / both
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. / Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. / Give
us this day our daily bread. / And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. / And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto 
ages of ages.

VESPERS OF GREAT AND 
HOLY FRIDAY



People Amen, Lord, have mercy. (12)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Come, let us adore our King and our God.

Come, let us adore Christ our King and our God.

Come, let us adore and bow in worship before the very same Lord, 
Jesus Christ, / our King and our God.

Be Seated  

PSALM 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul / O Lord, my God, you are mightily 
great.

Glory and beauty are your clothing, / and you are clothed with
light as with a garment.

You stretch out the heavens like a tent, / and cover the highest
parts of them with water.

The clouds are your stairway, / on the wings of the wind you do 
come and go.

You use the winds as your messengers, / the servants that wait 
on you like a flaming fire.

The earth has been founded on its firm base, / not to be 
moved forever.

Glory be to the Lord forever, / the Lord who takes care of 
his creatures.

He looks upon the earth and it trembles, / at his touch 
the mountains smoke.

I will sing to the Lord all my life, /1 will sing to the Lord as 
long as I live.

May this prayer please the Lord / in whom I find all my 
delight.

Let sinners disappear from the earth, / and let wrong doers 
be forgotten, / but you, O my soul, bless the Lord!



Rise  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / 
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Glory to You, O Lord. (3)

Be Seated  

GREAT LITANY

Deacon In peace, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People Lord, have mercy (after every 

petition)

Deacon For the peace from on high, and the salvation of
our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon For the peace of the whole world, the well-being of
the holy churches of God, and the unity of all mankind, let

us pray to the Lord.

Deacon  For this holy temple and for all who enter it 
with faith, reverence and the fear of God, let us pray to the 
Lord.

Deacon For the holy ecumenical pontiff, . . . , Pope of Rome,
for his beatitude,  our Patriarch,  .  .  .  ,  for our most reverend
Metropolitan,  .  . .  , for our God-loving Bishop, .  . .  , the
honorable priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, and all the clergy
and people, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon   For our country, the government and all 
those in its service, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon  For this city and every city and community, and 
everyone lives there, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon  For seasonable weather, an abundance of the fruits of
the earth, and peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon For those who travel by land, sea and air; for those who
are sick; those who suffer; and those who are held captive: for
their safety and deliverance, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon That we may be delivered from all distress, violence,
danger and need, let us pray to the Lord.

Deacon Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O
God, by your grace.

Deacon Remembering our most holy, most pure, most blessed 



and glorious lady, the Mother of God and ever-virgin Mary, 
with all the saints, let us commend ourselves and one another, and
our whole life to Christ, our God.

People To you, O Lord.
Priest For all glory, honor and worship are rightfully yours 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of 
ages.

People Amen.

PSALM 141
(Tone 1)

Lord, I cry out to you, hear me: / hear me, O Lord. / Lord, I cry
out to you, hear me; / listen to my voice when I call out to you. /
me, O Lord!

Let my prayer rise like incense before you, / the lifting of my 
hands like the evening sacrifice. / Hear me, O Lord!

Be Seated  

O Lord, set a guard at my mouth / and a barrier at the door of my lips.

Do not let my heart turn toward words of evil, / to cover sins with
smooth names.

0 Lord, O Lord, my eyes look to you, / in you I trust, / let not my life
be forfeited.

With a loud voice I cried out to the Lord, / with a loud voice I prayed
to the Lord.

1shall pour out my supplication before him, / before him I shall lay
bare my affliction.

I have cried out to the Lord: / O Lord, you are my hope, / all
that is left to me in this world of evil.

Listen to my plea / for I am greatly humbled indeed.

Lead me forth from this prison / that I may praise your 
name.

Out of the depths I have cried to the Lord, / O Lord listen to
my plea.

Let your ear be attentive / to the voice of my plea.

I waited for you at your command, / my soul patiently 
relies on the Lord because it trusts in him.

All creation was transformed with fear, O Christ, / beholding



you hanging on the cross. / The sun was darkened, and
the  foundations  of  the  earth  trembled.  /  Every  creature
suffered with  you, the creator of all.  /  You who willingly
suffered for us, / glory to you, O Lord!

Rise  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, /
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

A dread and marvelous mystery we see come to pass this day: /
he whom no one may touch is seized. / He who looses Adam
from the curse is bound. / He who tries the hearts and inner
thoughts of man is unjustly brought to trial. / He who closes
the abyss is shut in prison. / He before whom the powers of
heaven  stand,  with  trembling  stands  before  Pilate.  /  The
Creator is struck by the hand of his creature. / He who comes
to judge the living and the dead is condemned to the cross. /
The destroyer of hell is enclosed in a  tomb. / O you who
endure all these things in your tender love, / who have saved
all men from the curse, / O long-suffering Lord, glory to you!

Deacon Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

People  Tranquil Light of the holy glory of the immortal 
heavenly, holy blessed Father.  O Jesus Christ as we 
come upon the sunset, as we see the evening light, we 
sing to God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  At 
all times you are worthy of being hymned by joyful 
voices.  O Son of God you are the Giver of life, for this 
the whole world glorifies you!

Deacon Let us be attentive. 

Priest Peace be with all of you. 

Deacon Wisdom. Let us be attentive. 

People  They parted my garments among themselves and 
for my vesture they cast lots.



Deacon Wisdom.
Reader A reading from the book of Exodus.
Deacon Let us be attentive.

Be Seated
Reader Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face to face, as
a man, speaks to his friend. When Moses  turned again
into  the  camp,  his  servant  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun,  a
young man, did not depart from the tent.

Moses said to the Lord, "See, you say to me, 'Bring  up
this people'; but you have not let me know whom you
will send with me. Yet you have said, 'I  know you by
name, and you have also found favor in my sight.' Now
therefore, I pray you, if I have found favor in your sight,
show me now your ways, that I may know you and find
favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your
people." And he said, ''My presence will go with you, and
I will  give  you  rest."  And  he  said  to  him,  "If  your
presence will not go with me, do not carry us up from
here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor
in your sight, I and your people? Is it  not in your going
with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from
all other people that are upon the face of the earth?"

And the Lord said to Moses, "This very thing that  you
have spoken I will do; for you have found favor in my
sight, and I know you by name." Moses said, "I pray
you, show me your glory."  And he said, "I will make
all  my  goodness  pass  before  you,  and  will  proclaim
before you my name 'The Lord'; and I will be gracious to
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I
will show mercy. But," he said, "you cannot see my face;
for man shall not see me and live." And the Lord said,
"Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand
upon the rock; and while my glory passes by I will put
you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover  you with
my hand until I have passed by; then I will  take away
my hand, and you shall see my back; but my face shall
not be seen."

Rise  

People:  They laid me in the lowest pit in dark places and in the 

shadow of death.



Deacon Wisdom.
Reader A reading of the first Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians.

Deacon Let us be attentive.

Be Seated

Reader Brethren! For the word of the cross is folly to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is
the power of God. For it is written, "I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and the  cleverness of the clever I
will thwart." Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe?
Where is  the debater  of  this  age?  Has  not  God made
foolish  the  wisdom  of  the  world?  For  since,  in  the
wisdom of God, the world did not know God through
wisdom, it  pleased God through the folly  of  what we
preach to  save  those  who  believe.  For  Jews  demand
signs  and  Greeks  seek  wisdom,  but  we  preach
Christ  crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly
to  Gentiles, but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks,  Christ  the  power  of  God and  the  wisdom of
God. For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.

For consider your call, brethren; not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were  powerful,
not many were of noble birth; but God chose what is foolish
in the world to shame the wise, God chose what is weak in
the world to shame the strong, God chose what is low and
despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to
nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast
in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in Christ
Jesus, whom  God made our wisdom, our righteousness
and  sanctification  and  redemption;  therefore,  as  it  is
written, "Let him who boasts, boast of the Lord."

When  I  came  to  you,  brethren,  I  did  not  come  pro-
claiming to you the testimony of God in lofty words or
wisdom.  For  I  decided  to  know  nothing  among  you
except Jesus Christ and him crucified.

Rise

Priest Peace be with you.
Deacon Wisdom. Let us be attentive.

People  Alleluia

Verse / Save me, O God, for the waters have even entered my soul. 

Verse / My soul has expected insult and suffering. 

Verse / Let their eyes grow dim so that they cannot see.



Deacon Stand attentively. Let us listen to the holy gospel. 

Priest Peace be with all of you. 

People And also with you.

Deacon A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew.

 People Glory to your passion, O Lord.

Deacon Let us be attentive.

Now from the  sixth  hour  there  was  darkness  over  all  the
land until  the ninth hour.  And about the  ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is,
"My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" And some
of the bystanders hearing it said, "This man is calling Elijah."
And one of them at once ran and took a  sponge, filled it
with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave it to him to drink.
But  the  others  said,  "Wait,  let  us  see  whether  Elijah  will
come to save  him." And Jesus cried again with a loud voice
and yielded up his spirit.

And behold,  the curtain  of  the  temple  was torn in  two
from top  to  bottom;  and the  earth  shook,  and the  rocks
were split; the tombs also were opened, and many bodies of
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out
of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy
city and appeared to many.  When the centurion and those
who  were  with  him,  keeping  watch  over  Jesus,  saw  the
earthquake  and  what  took  place,  they  were  filled  with
awe, and said, "Truly this was the Son ofGod."

There were also many women there, looking on from afar, who
had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him; among
whom were Mary Magdalene,  and  Mary the  mother  of
James and Joseph,  and the mother of the sons of
Zebedee.

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea,
named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate
and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered it to be given
to him.  And Joseph took the body, and wrapped it in a  clean
linen shroud, and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had
hewn in the rock; and he rolled a great stone to the door of the
tomb, and departed. Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were
there, sitting opposite the sepulchre.



People Glory to your long-suffering, O Lord!

Be 
Seated

LITANY OF FERVENT SUPPLICATION

Deacon Have mercy on us, O God, according to your great mercy, we
pray you: hear us and have mercy.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Deacon We also pray for the holy ecumenical pontiff, . . . , Pope of
Rome,  his  beatitude,  our  Patriarch,  .  .  .  ,  our  most  reverend
Metropolitan, . . . , our God-loving Bishop, . . . , for those who serve
and have served in this holy temple, our spiritual  fathers, and all our
brethren in Christ.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Deacon We also pray for our country, the government, and all those in
its service.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Deacon We also pray for the people here present awaiting your great
and abundant mercy, those who are charitable to us and all  orthodox
Christians.

People Lord, have mercy. (3)

Priest For you are a merciful God, the Lover of Mankind, and we give
glory to you: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People   Amen.

HYMN OF GLORIFICATION

Count us worthy, Lord, / of passing this evening without sin.

Blessed are you, Lord God of our fathers! / praised and glorified be 
your name forever. Amen.

Let your mercy descend upon us, Lord, / for we place our hope in you.



Blessed are you, Lord, / teach me your law.

Blessed are you, Master, / make me to understand your com-
mandments.

Blessed are you, Holy One, / fill my mind with the wisdom of your 
decrees.

O Lord, your mercy is eternal; / despise not the work which your hands 
have made.

And eternally do you deserve all our praise, / and our song. You 

deserve glory, / Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Be       Seated

LITANY OF SUPPLICATION

Deacon Let us complete our prayer to the Lord. People

Lord, have mercy.

Deacon Help us, save us, have mercy on us, and protect us, O God, 
by your grace.

People Lord, have mercy.

Deacon That this whole evening may be perfect, holy, peaceful and 
without sin, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon For an angel of peace, a faithful guide and guardian of our 
souls and bodies, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon For the pardon and forgiveness of our sins and offences, 
let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon For whatever is good and beneficial for our souls, and for 
peace in the whole world, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon That the rest of our life may be spent in peace and 
repentance, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon  That  the  end  of  our  lives  may  be  Christian,  painless,
unashamed and peaceful; and for a good account before the  awesome



judgment seat of Christ, let us ask the Lord.

People Grant this, O Lord.

Deacon  Remembering  our  most  holy,  most  pure,  most  blessed  and
glorious  lady,  the  Mother  of  God  and  ever-virgin  Mary,  with  all  the
saints, let us commend ourselves and one another and our whole life to
Christ, our God.

People To You, O Lord.

Priest For you are a gracious God and the Lover of Mankind and we
give glory to you: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto
ages of ages.

People Amen.

Rise

Priest Peace be with all of you. 

People And also with you.

Deacon Bow your heads to the Lord. 

People To you, O Lord. 

The priest prays silently:

You suspended the heavens over the earth, O Lord our
God, and then came down from them to save us. Look
down,  now,  upon your  servants  as  they  bow their
heads and bend their necks to you, their awesome but
merciful  judge! It  is not from men that they expect
help, but from you that they hope for mercy and salva-
tion.  Protect  them this  evening,  and throughout  the
coming  night,  from  all  their  enemies,  from  every
assault  of  the powers of  hell,  from vain and useless
thoughts, and from evil memories.

Priest May your mighty power be blessed and glorified, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

People Amen.

THE PROCESSION OF THE HOLY SHROUD

When Joseph of Arimathea took you, the Life of all /, down from the 
Cross, / he anointed your lifeless body with myrrh, / and covered it 
with a fine linen cloth. / He yearned with desire in his heart and on his
lips, /  that your pure body might be enshrouded, / and hiding his 
shame he cried out: / "There is glory even in your humiliation, O 
Lover of mankind!"

   The Lord has reigned, He is covered with beauty.



When you were laid in the new grave for all of us, / even the powers 
of hell became stunned and frightened! / The bonds were shattered!  / 
The doors were demolished; / the graves were opened; / the dead 
arose; / and Adam rejoiced with joy, / calling out to You:  / "There is 
glory even in your humiliation O Lover of mankind!"

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages.  Amen.

Joseph and Nicodemum take you from the cross! / You who are robed
in Light as in a garment.  /  When they see You dead, they mourn in 
lamentation, saying: / "A short time has passed since the sun was 
darkened in gloom / and the earth trembled in fear. / The veil of the 
temple was torn in two; / and now I see You going to the grave for 
me. / How can I bury You?  / How can I wrap my God in linen?  / 
How dare I touch Your sacred body? /  How can I mourn your 
passing, Lord of Mercies? /  I glorify your suffering, and I praise your
tomb and resurrection by crying out /  O Lord, glory to you!"

Now, Lord, you can dismiss your servant / according to your word in 
peace, / because my eyes have seen Your salvation / which you have 
prepared before the face of all people. / A Light to the revelation of 
the gentiles, / and the glory of your people, Israel.

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy
on us. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / both
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; / Lord, cleanse our sins; /
Master, forgive us our transgressions; / Holy One, visit us and
heal our infirmities, / for your name's sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3)

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / both
now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Our Father who art  in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. / Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. / Give
us this day our daily bread. / And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us. / And lead us not into temp-
tation, / but deliver us from evil.

Priest For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory:
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of
ages.



People Amen.

TROPAR

Noble and pious Joseph took your most pure body down from the 
cross, and then he wrapped it in a clean linen shroud.  And with 
aromatic spices caref'ly laid it in a new tomb.

Deacon Wisdom.

People Proclaim the blessing.

Priest May He who is be blessed: Christ our true God, now and ever,
and unto ages of ages.

People Amen. O God, preserve the holy orthodox faith forever.

People Most holy Mother of God, save us.

People  Higher  in  honor  that  the  Cherubim,  and  beyond  compare
more glorious than the Seraphim, who, a virgin, gave birth to the
Word of God, you truly are the Mother of God and we praise you.

Priest Glory to you, Christ and God, our hope. Glory to you.

People Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now
and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen. Lord, have mercy. (3) Proclaim
the blessing.

Priest  May Christ our true God, who endured dreadful sufferings,
the  life-giving  cross,  and  voluntary  burial  for  our  sake  and  our
salvation,  by  the  prayers  of  his  most  pure  Mother,  of  the  holy,
glorious, and illustrious apostles, of our venerable and God-bearing
fathers, and by the prayers of all the saints, have mercy on us and save
us, for he is gracious and loves mankind.

People Amen.


