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2021 Season of Creation Theme: 
A Home for All? Renewing the Oikos of God 

Each year, the ecumenical steering committee that provides this Celebration Guide 

proposes a theme for the Season of Creation. The 2021 theme is A Home for All? 

Renewing the Oikos of God. 

The Psalmist proclaims “the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” There are two 

statements of faith at the heart of this song. The first is that every creature belongs to 

the Earth community. The second is that the entire community belongs to the Creator. A 

Greek word for this Earth community is oikos. Oikos is the root of the word oikoumene, 

or ecumenical, which describes our ‘common home’, as Pope Francis calls it in Laudato 

Si’. Our common home, the Earth belongs to God, and each beloved creature belongs to 

this common oikos. 

By rooting our theme in the concept of oikos, we point to the integral web of 

relationships that sustain the wellbeing of the Earth. The word ecology (oikologia) 

describes the relationships between animals, plants, non-sentient organisms and 

minerals that each play a vital role in maintaining the balance of this beloved 

community. Each creature is important and contributes to the health and resilience of 

the biodiverse ecosystem in which it lives. Humans belong in the right relationship 

within this Earth community. We are made from the same stuff of the Earth, and are 

cared for by our co-creatures and the land. 

Human relationships also have ecological significance. Economic (oikonomia), social and 

political relationships affect the balance of creation. Everything that we fabricate, use 

and produce has its origin in the Earth, whether mineral, plant or animal based. Our 

habits of consuming energy and goods affect the resilience of planetary systems, and the 

capacity of the Earth to heal itself and sustain life. Economic and political relationships 

have direct effects on the human family and the more-than human members of God’s 

oikos. Genesis 2.15 reminds us that among our co-creatures, the Creator has given 

humans a special vocation to tend and keep the oikos of God. 

Sustaining just ecological, social, economic and political relationships requires our faith, 

reason and wisdom. By faith, we join the Psalmist in remembering that we are not 

stewards of an inanimate creation, but caretakers within a dynamic and living 

community of creation. The Earth and all that is not a given, but a gift, held in trust. We 

are called not to dominate, but to safeguard. By reason, we discern how best to 

safeguard conditions for life, and create economic, technological and political 

architectures that are rooted in the ecological limits of our common home. Through 

wisdom we pay careful attention to natural systems and processes, to inherited and 

indigenous traditions, and to God’s revelation in word and Spirit. 
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For centuries, humans (anthropoi) have ordered our lives and economies according to 

the logic of markets rather than the limits of the Earth. This false logic exploits the oikos 

of God, and makes creation a means to economic or political ends. The current 

exploitation of land, plants, animals and minerals for profit results in the loss of habitats 

that are homes for millions of species, including humans whose homes are at risk due to 

climate conflict, loss and damage. Reason tells us that in this anthropocene age, 

ecological and social disintegration and exclusion cause the current climate crisis and 

accelerate ecological instability. Wisdom equips us to find the answers, and pathways to 

build green economies of life and just political systems that would sustain life for the 

planet and people. 

Faith gives us trust that God’s Spirit is constantly renewing the face of the Earth. Within 

this horizon of hope, our baptismal call frees us to return to our human vocation to till 

and keep God’s garden. In Christ, God calls us to participate in renewing the whole 

inhabited Earth, safeguarding a place for every creature, and reform just relationships 

among all creation. 

During this liturgical Season of Creation, the ecumenical Christian family calls every 

household and society to repent and reshape our political, social and economic systems 

towards just, sustainable economies of life, which respect the life-giving ecological limits 

of our common home. 

We hope that this Season of Creation renews our ecumenical unity, in our baptismal call 

to care and sustain an ecological turning that will ensure all creatures can find their 

home to flourish, and participate in renewing the oikos of God. 
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Season of Creation 2021 Logo:       

Abraham’s Tent 
This year’s logo for the Season of Creation is Abraham’s tent, 

symbolizing “A home for all”. 

Abraham and Sarah opened their tent as a home for three 

strangers, who turned out to be God’s angels (Genesis 

18). By creating a home for all, their act of radical 

hospitality became a source of great blessing. 

Abraham’s tent is a symbol of our ecumenical call to practice creation care as an act of 

radical hospitality, safeguarding a place for all creatures, human and more human, in our 

common home, the household (oikos) of God. 

This Season of Creation, consider pitching “Abraham’s tent” in the church garden or 

green space as a sign of hospitality for all beings who are excluded. Communities could 

be invited to pray with and for the vulnerable of the community. Perhaps bring parts of 

creation into the tent to pray with you. The tent can also be present as a symbol during 

events or in worship throughout the Season of Creation as a symbol of the community’s 

intention to create a home for all. 

Abraham’s tent would have likely been open on multiple sides, so anyone passing by 

would feel welcome. The tent is often an emblem of dialogue, especially between 

monotheistic religions born from Abraham. Today, it is a sign of our interfaith and 

interdisciplinary call to create safe spaces for dialogue and discernment. 

The tent represents a place of shelter or refuge. It links us with the homeless, refugees, 

and all who are on the move and displaced by the effects of climate change. Psalm 84 

reminds us that in God’s house (oikos), even the sparrow finds a home to build a nest 

and lay her eggs. 

In the Gospel of John 1:14, we read that the “the Word became flesh and pitched his 

tent among us.” The symbol of the tent can remind us of how Jesus came to dwell 

among us as a sign of God’s love. Love is the root of our faith, which compels us to love 

our neighbors by tilling and keeping our common home. 

The tent is also a sign of simplicity. Particularly among young people, the tent and the 

backpack symbolize what is essential, sufficiency, living within our means, and travelling 

lightly upon the earth. Like nomadic and semi-nomadic people today, Abraham and 

Sarah knew what it meant to be vulnerable, depending upon the goodness of the land, 

respecting its rhythms, and living in trust. The tent is a sign of the grateful pilgrim who 

knows that as we pass through this life, our footprint must be light upon the Earth. 
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